
The Centennial Kick-Off, tons of  thank-yous, and more news

For Thursday, August 18

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Our Centennial Kick Off is
almost here!
We as a school have been so blessed
by our community for 100 years now,
and we are always looking for ways to
express that gratitude. That’s what
our Centennial Kick Off  is all
about, on Thursday, September 1
starting at 4:30 in Centennial Park!
Colleagues and students have been
thinking,  planning and working on this event for months, preparing games for young and old alike,
connecting with local food trucks, and having music on hand, so we can all enjoy time with one
another. Please join us for the event – as well as at the football game that kicks off  at 7! Thank you –
and see you there!

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured


Our thanks go out to the dozens
and dozens of  students who got us
ready this summer!
For example, we had a number of
students here Tuesday morning
weeding and cleaning and getting
Centennial Park ready for our
Centennial Kick-Off  – and they did
incredible work! The weeded flower
beds and the hydrangeas in particular
are simply beautiful!

Want to help around more?
Next Tuesday, August 23 from 9 to 11
a.m. we will be working in Centennial
Park again, to spread some mulch, to
water our wonderful trees, and to do
some other clean-up. If  you want to
pitch in, email me at
ealburtus@portageps.org to let me
know. Thanks a ton!

Thank you for your patience with us and our new phone system
We are fortunate to have a new phone system installed this summer, and we are still working
through some growing pains. If  you called with a question and have not heard back, please email or
call again and we will get right on it.

Just a reminder…
Be sure to move your car out of  the West Student Parkinglot after 3:30 p.m. on specific days
Our Portage Central Marching Band uses the surface of  the West Student Parking Lot on all Monday
and Wednesday evenings for their rehearsal, in addition to the evenings of  any home football games.
On those nights, we ask for all vehicles to be moved from the lot by 3:30 p.m.  Any student involved
in after-school activities and practices should park in the East Student Parking Lot.  If  a vehicle is
left in the West Student Parking Lot, it will be towed and the owner will be responsible for the cost.
Thank you for your help and support of  the Portage Central Marching Band!

Take a look at the Welcome Guide and Senior Guide!
So many colleagues put countless hours into these two important resources:

mailto:ealburtus@portageps.org


● The Welcome Guide. This is built to support freshmen and new students, and their families,
to get a sense of  our culture and values, and to help them get involved in the tons of
activities that we are blessed to provide our kids.

● The Senior Guide. So much happens during the senior year, from college apps to senior
pictures; it can be overwhelming to keep track of.  This senior guide can help seniors and
their families stay on track throughout this important year.

And don’t forget…
Freshman & Transfer Students Orientation/Activities Fair on August 22
For those of  you who have a 9th grader entering Portage Central High School this fall or a student
who is transferring from another school, August 22 is really important.

For Freshman parents, you are asked to drop off  your 9th grader for Freshman Orientation
no later than 8 a.m. at our Gymnasium. The purpose of  this Orientation is to make your child’s
transition from middle school to high school a positive one. Seniors and juniors will be serving as
Leaders and mentors. Large and small group activities are designed to address the needs and
concerns of  Freshmen students in an enjoyable way. We will have plenty of  signs directing you to
where you need to go. Then we are hoping you will return at 11 am to our Auditorium to get more
information from our principal, Eric Alburtus, and our assistant principals, Aja Kaylor and Tama
Salisbury. Your children will be released from Orientation at 11:30 a.m. They will be given paper
schedules for this year, but if  they lose it, no worries. They can also access it in skyward.

At that point, we encourage you to attend our Activities Fair from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
where you can sign up for athletic passes, find out about all the clubs we offer, talk to some winter
and spring coaches, buy some spirit wear, and hopefully have all your questions answered as we start
the new school year.

For those families with a transfer student, please attend the Activities Fair, then, at 1 p.m.,
join us in the school Gymnasium, to find out more about Portage Central High School, meet
upperclassmen who will be there to help you throughout the school year and get a tour of  the
school.

We ask that all students wear comfortable clothes, wear tennis shoes and/or
gym-ready shoes, and no shoes with heels or hard soles. You can also bring a water bottle if
you want. Our Gymnasium was just redone, and we want to keep it as nice as possible for the start
of  the year. Also, please leave those cell phones at home, because you won’t need them. Travel light!

Lastly, chromebooks will be available at the Welcome Center desk, but if  the line is too long,
Mr. Marusek, our Chromebook guru, will be here Tuesday through Friday of  next week, so you can
come back during office hours to pick it up. And, your students will receive their new high school
ID’s on the first day of  school.

If  you have any questions at all about this event, please contact Nikki Smith, Activities
Director, at nsmith@portageps.org or 269-323-5265. We are so excited to welcome you all to
Portage Central High School!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10PYc3o1VWvj-dV0XHEk276UQR8xiF8WR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-R6kh5TX5Rpq6XgTqCxLjrtiLeU9VjVt/view?usp=sharing
mailto:nsmith@portageps.org


Schedules and schedule changes for the 2022-2023 school year
This year we have a record number of  students and staff  at Portage Central High School.  We are
thankful to be able to see all of  your faces very soon!    With these exciting changes this year, we will
release the schedules to students in Skyward on Monday, August 22. Be sure to check your child's
Skyward account for the high school schedule for the 2022-2023 school year. Students will follow
this schedule on the first day of  school.    Please note:  Schedule changes will be processed beginning
the afternoon of  August 29, 2022.  Schedule-change request forms will be available in the
Counseling Office starting on August 29.   The completed schedule change form, along with a
parent signature, is needed for schedule changes.  The students have the first five full days of  the
semester to make changes in courses, as long as there is room in our courses.

Keeping in the loop on the new COVID guidance from the CDC
Since high school I have listened to WMUK, 102.1 on my drive to school, to get the news headlines.
And last week as I was heading down Westnedge, the NPR reporter did a great job of  summarizing
it in her story. .

The revised guidance – released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
on Thursday – lifts the requirement to quarantine if  exposed to the virus, deemphasizes
screening people with no symptoms and updates COVID-19 protocols in schools,
eliminating a recommendation for test-to-stay after potential exposure.

"This guidance acknowledges that the pandemic is not over, but also helps us move
to a point where COVID-19 no longer severely disrupts our daily lives," the CDC's Greta
Massetti said in a statement. "We know that COVID 19 is here to stay," she added in
comments during a briefing with reporters.

The update isn't necessarily a huge overhaul of  the existing guidance, but it does
represent an increasing focus on individuals making their own decisions about their level of
risk and how they want to mitigate that risk, said Dr. Marcus Plescia, chief  medical officer
for the Association of  State and Territorial Health Officials.

"That is consistent with where we are in the pandemic right now," he said. "I don't
really think there are many state or local jurisdictions that are feeling they're going to need to
start making mandates."

As we learn more together, for sure we will share that in Mustang Minutes.

Need a place for your student to be and to get support after school?
Our friends and neighbors at the Portage Community Center offer wonderful after-school programs
for our kids. Just hit this link for more information.

We are almost there, to starting a great new year,
Eric Alburtus

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/08/11/1116991600/with-new-guidance-cdc-ends-test-to-stay-for-schools-and-relaxes-covid-rules
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-childcare-guidance.html
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=a3efaab4bf5a2f2a3bff7bf9e&id=3357c8c722


ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

