
Communiteen Read, Freshmen & New Student orientations, and more!

For Thursday, August 4

Hit the GLIC!
The Grade-Level Information Center has information that is relevant for each class.

An index and archive for this year’s weekly Mustang Minutes

Our Daily Announcements to our students
Our website
Our YouTube channel

Green means Go… Red means No…
Fall Sports are here!
Make sure to register your
student-athlete in Final Forms and
upload those physicals before Monday,
Aug. 8th
Portage Central has partnered with Final
Forms to help us manage all
athletics-related information, permissions
and forms.

Make sure to have an account
created for you and your student athlete.
Go to https://portage-mi.finalforms.com/
to set up your accounts. Make sure that
each student athlete signs their
permissions as well.

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/pchsglic/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fOh4HoVp11SXNHsw3lRB_tU1iyM6ZQkn8U6Y_VuVgpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/chs/information/announcements/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNmK8Gq9333b5gLGiUBaWw/featured
https://portage-mi.finalforms.com/


Upload Physical Forms right into the website to make sure that your student-athlete can
participate on Monday. We are at just over 50% compliance as of  August 2nd! We can do it!
Questions? Reach out to Mr. Wallace at jwallace@portageps.org.

Save the Date! Thursday, September 1 will be

Our Centennial Kick Off!
Food trucks and carnival games, Mustang swag and fun with friends –
yes, all that and so much more as we celebrate together as a
community out in Centennial Park! We will share more details in the
weeks ahead, but that point of  the evening is to dedicate Centennial
Park, as we continue to celebrate our existence for the past 100 years!
Then after the fun there, we will walk across the street and enjoy a
football game together at McCamley Field!

Stay tuned to future issues of Mustang Minutes throughout the
summer to get more information, and it will be great to see you there!

Communiteen is coming!
The mission of  Communiteen is to connect teens with their community through a shared love of
reading. Since 2015, Communiteen Read has selected a book for high school students and
community members to choose to read together, culminating in a visit from the author during the
school day for students and in the evening for the public to attend.

The CTR
committee is excited to
announce the selection
for this year's event. The
House in the Cerulean Sea
by author, TJ Klune is
"an enchanting story,
masterfully told ... about
the profound experience
of  discovering an
unlikely family in an
unexpected place—and
realizing that family is
yours". TJ Klune will be visiting Portage on February 21 & 22.

CTR will be presenting this selection to CIC in September for approval for teachers to
incorporate this common read in their class as an alternate way of  meeting relevant curricular
standards, if  desired. The House In the Cerulean Sea offers windows and mirrors to see others
through and ourselves in and offers adults in our community the chance to read and connect with
our teens. We encourage you to read this with your child and attend the community event in
February together.

mailto:jwallace@portageps.org


AJust a reminder of  another date to get on your
calendar…
Freshman & Transfer Students
Orientation/Activities Fair on August 22
For those of  you who have a 9th grader
entering Portage Central High School this
fall or a student who is transferring from
another school, August 22, is an important
date to include on your calendars.

For Freshman parents, you are asked
to drop off  your 9th grader for Freshman
Orientation no later than 8 a.m. at our
Gymnasium. The purpose of  this Orientation
is to make your child’s transition from middle
school to high school a positive one. Seniors
and juniors will be serving as Leaders and
mentors. Large and small group activities are
designed to address the needs and concerns of  Freshmen students in an enjoyable way. We will have
plenty of  signs directing you to where you need to go. Then we are hoping you will return at 11 am
to our Auditorium to get more information from our principal, Eric Alburtus, and our assistant
principals, Aja Kaylor and Tama Salisbury. Your children will be released from Orientation at 11:30
a.m.

At that point, we encourage you to attend our Activities Fair from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
where you can sign up for athletic passes, find out about all the clubs we offer, talk to some winter
and spring coaches, buy some spirit wear, and hopefully have all your questions answered as we start
the new school year.

For those families with a transfer student, please attend the Activities Fair, then, at 1 p.m.,
join us in the school Gymnasium, to find out more about Portage Central High School, meet
upperclassmen who will be there to help you throughout the school year and get a tour of  the
school.

We ask that all students wear comfortable clothes, wear tennis shoes and/or
gym-ready shoes and no shoes with heels or hard soles. Our Gymnasium was just redone, and
we want to keep it as nice as possible for the start of  the year. Also, please leave those cell phones at
home, because you won’t need them. Travel light!

If  you have any questions at all about this event, please contact Nikki Smith, Activities
Director at nsmith@portageps.org or 269-323-5265. We are so excited to welcome you all to Portage
Central High School!

mailto:nsmith@portageps.org


Food Facts from the Mustang Café
Thanks to federal waivers, students across the country have enjoyed free school meals. However, the
waivers have expired and this year we’re returning to pre-pandemic pricing structures.

Meal Prices are as follows for the 2022 – 23 School Year:
Secondary Breakfast - $1.50

Reduced Price Breakfast - $ .30
Secondary Lunch - $3.00 / $3.25  (depending on the station)

Reduced Price Lunch - $ .40 (regardless of  station)
Ala Carte Entrée - $3.00 / $3.25 (depending on the station)
Extra Entrée - $1.25 - $1.75 (depending on station and with purchase of  a full school lunch)
Milk - $ .50

Breakfast is served at all PPS schools every day school is in session and students who receive meal
benefits are eligible for breakfast at their same benefit level!   Breakfast will be served on the first day
of  school, Monday, August 29.

School meals are healthy, affordable, and deliciously convenient!  Did you know that your
student might qualify for free or reduced-price meals?  The application only takes a few minutes to
complete. Your information will be kept safe and confidential and will only be used to determine
your students’ meal eligibility.  Meal Benefit applications are now available for this school year and
benefits from the previous school year will expire on Oct. 12th.  Parents are encouraged to apply
online at https://portage.familyportal.cloud to avoid long delays in processing of  applications.

Are you hungry and want to see what’s for lunch?  Need carb counts?  Want to know how
many calories your favorite school lunch has?  Have a food allergy and need to find a safe meal?
Then check out Portage’s exclusive Nutrislice website! https://portageps.nutrislice.com or
download the app to your smart phone and have the info at your fingertips each day before lunch!

Low Balance Email Alerts – Tired of  last minute textsor emails asking for lunch money?
Sign up for our low balance email alerts.  When your student’s balance falls below $5, you will
receive an email that lets you know you need to replenish funds on their account.  You can sign up at
https://portage.familyportal.cloud or call our office at 323-5155 to sign up.

Lunch Money – Yes, your student can pay cash for his or her lunch each day, or they can
bring in a check or cash to put on account, but did you know you can add money to your student’s
lunch account electronically? Simply sign on to https://portage.familyportal.cloud, setup your
account (you will need their student ID number—they should know it), and then you can add funds,
see their order history, set up email low balance alerts, and even transfer funds if  you have more than
one student.

Speaking of  lunch money . .  .
Meal Charge Policy – Middle and High School students are allowed to charge two meals

into the negative.  After the second meal, no additional meals will be provided until the negative
balance is paid.    Ala carte entrees, extra entrees, beverages or snacks are never allowed to be
charged into the negative.   Students must pay off  any negative balances that carried over before

https://portageps.nutrislice.com
https://portage.familyportal.cloud


being allowed to purchase ala carte items.   During the last two weeks of  the school year no charging
into the negative is permitted.

Negative Balance Policy – Negative balances are required by law to be paid to the Food
Service Department by the end of  each school year.  At the end of  the year all outstanding negative
balances will be forwarded to the district Business Office to begin collection proceedings.

If  you have any questions or concerns, please contact Susan Livingston, Director of  Dining
Services at 323-5155 or via email at slivingston@portageps.org.

Hoping you continue to have wonderful summer,
Eric Alburtus
ealburtus@portageps.org

And if  you want even more PC news…
Athletics
Activities

mailto:ealburtusa@poirtageps.org
https://pcmustangsports.com/
https://www.pchsstudentactivities.com/

