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FALL CONFERENCES 
Save the Date!  Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place on Monday November 7 and Wednesday November 9, 3:30-
7:15pm in the Lower Level Commons.  Parents do not sign up for time slots in advance.  Simply bring your student’s schedule 
and all of his/her teachers will be at tables in the Commons waiting to go over your students progress and answer any 
questions you might have.   

You might be wondering…  “Since I can get up-to-date information on Skyward, why should I come to conferences?”  Great 
question.  Speaking with adults who see your student daily can provide insight on what’s behind the grades, plus other issues 
such as how your student is doing socially.   Partnering with teachers now also opens a door for communicating with them 
later. That will come in handy when helping your teen plan for next semester, next year and beyond.  

END OF 1ST QUARTER, FRIDAY NOVEMBER 4 

November 4 is the end of the first quarter, so students will want to have all assignments and projects turned in at that time. 
Students can check with their teachers with specific questions regarding deadlines.  Teachers will have the weekend to 
finish entering all grades, so Skyward may not reflect their final quarter grade until the afternoon of Monday November 7.  

Note that our students will have a half-day on Friday November 4.  They will attend their 5th-6th-and-7th hours on the 
following bell schedule:    5th hour 7:45-8:45    -    6th hour 8:50-9:50    -    7th hour 9:55-11:00  

SYRIAN REFUGEE NON-FOOD DRIVE 
Did you know that over 400,000 people have died in the Syrian Civil War 
currently taking place? Did you also know that Michigan has taken in more 
Syrian refugees than any other state in the country?  The first week of 
November, our Student Senate is holding a Syrian Refugee Non-Food Drive  
to help these displaced families.  What is a non-food drive? It's a collection  
of basic hygiene and household items like toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 
deodorant, dish soap, paper products, etc. as well as gently used household 
items. See the graphic (right) for more examples.  Items will be collected in 
students’ 7th hour class.    

We appreciate your generosity in helping us serve and welcome these new 
members of our community. If you have questions on this or wonder how 
you can help, please contact Kellie Pittman, our Senate advisor, at 
kpittman@portageps.org. 

DOES YOUR BUSINESS ADVERTISE? 
Our student-run school paper, The Northern Light, has five rotating ad spots 
per month on their website. The cost is $25 and can be used for local 
business, home-based businesses, or even student achievement/birthday 
shoutouts.  Here is the link for more details:  
http://publicityclerks.com/marketplace/website/5441/portage-northern-hs 

mailto:kpittman@portageps.org
http://portagenorthernlight.com/
http://publicityclerks.com/marketplace/website/5441/portage-northern-hs


  

Huskie Tracks - November 2016 - Page 2 

DON’T MISS OUT ON OUR YEARBOOK!!! 
The 2016-2017 Yearbook will be completed and distributed before seniors graduate and before underclassmen leave for the 
summer. The seniors will have a special signing party at the end of the year. 

ORDERING:  You can order a yearbook online right here on our website nhs.portageps.org.  This is a one-stop shop where you 
can buy your yearbook, submit a senior picture, and order any extras like posters of your student/ friends/family.  You can 
even order a classy nameplate for the front of your student’s yearbook. You can buy a one-line plate with just their name or a 
two-line plate with their favorite activity, class name, date of graduation, etc. This is a great way to personalize your yearbook.  

If you’d rather pay with a check, please make all checks payable to PN Yearbook, and write the student’s first and last name on 
the memo line.  Have your student deliver it to the Main Office or directly to Ms. Wangler, our yearbook advisor.   

PRICE:  The price includes a yearbook that features the student body and is over 200 pages of interesting stories! Plus, with 
each purchase, you will automatically get a supplement that features all of the spring sports and activities.   NOTE:  Have your 
student look for a special discount coupon in our own Northern Light newspaper!   

Price:  $70  —  the final purchase deadline is February 1 

SENIOR PICTURES: Seniors must have their pictures submitted to the yearbook by October 31st. All 
submissions after November 1st must include a $10.00 late fee. No photos will be accepted after 
November 7th.  This deadline is firm and final. Please respect this deadline.  Please submit your 
photo to the e-share website here on Northern’s homepage.  Please email Ms Wangler if you 
have any questions about this process. As a last resort, you may bring in a hard copy or a flash 
drive to Ms Wangler.  Photos will not be accepted via email.  Please see the mailer for specific 
specs on pictures. All of the information is also on our website under yearbook. 

WE GO “INTO THE WOODS” FOR THIS YEAR’S FALL MUSICAL  
Interweaving the plot lines of some of the most famous fairy tales, Into the Woods takes what we know of these famous 
stories and characters and challenges their “happily-ever-afters.”  A childless Baker (Cole Curtiss) and his Wife (Isa Figueroa) 
find out they have been cursed by the Witch (Amelia Schillaci) next door and set out on a quest to reverse the curse and have 
the baby they’ve longed for.  The Witch sends them to find a cow as white as milk, a cape as red as blood, hair as yellow as 
corn, and a slipper as pure as gold -- enter the famous fairytale characters: Jack (Ryan Daniel), Little Red (Isabella Metzner), 
Rapunzel (Ashleyn Suloff) and Cinderella (Rosie Coryell), all on their own quests. 

As all of these characters journey through the woods, they discover that getting what you wish for often comes at a price. Act 
One will leave the characters with what they’ve wished for, but in the second Act, they realize the consequences of their 
actions and must work together to save their kingdom and each other.   

Performance dates for Into the Woods will   
be Fridays November 11+18 and Saturdays 
November 12+19 at 7:30pm, and Sundays 
November 13+20 at 2pm.  Tickets will go on 
sale in early November and will be $13 for 
students and senior citizens, and $16 for 
adults.   

If you’ve every seen this show, you might 
remember that Act Two is a bit dark for 
young audience members, so on Sunday    
Nov 13, we will host a special Family Day 
where children 12 and under can come with 
their family at a discounted rate to see just 
Act One.  Watch for ticket sales and details  
on this special matinee on the drama 
department webpage pndrama.org. 

http://nhs.portageps.org/organizations/yearbook
http://portageps.org/schools/high/nhs/organizations/yearbook/default.aspx
mailto:lwangler@portageps.org
http://nhs.portageps.org/organizations/yearbook
http://www.pndrama.org
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DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
The DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) Good Citizens program and scholarship contest rewards the qualities of good 
citizenship.  The program is open to all senior class students enrolled in accredited private and public secondary schools that 
are in good standing with their State Board of Education. The student selected as the schools DAR Good Citizen must 
exemplify the qualities of dependability (which includes truthfulness, loyalty, and punctuality); service (which includes 
cooperation, courtesy, and consideration for others); leadership (which includes personality, self-control, and ability to 
assume responsibility); and patriotism (which includes unselfish interest in family, school, community, and nation) to an 
outstanding degree. 

Each school’s DAR Good Citizen is awarded a pin, certificate, and wallet recognition card.  The student is then eligible to enter 
the DAR Good Citizen scholarship contest.  This contest consists of completing a personal narrative and information form.  Two 
letters of recommendation are also submitted on behalf of the student.  An essay is administered under the supervision of a 
faculty member and must be completed in one sitting, within a two hour time period, and without assistance or reference 
materials. Each contest entry is evaluated by the independent, non-DAR judges.  The winning entry is advanced through state 
and national levels of judging. 

DAR Good Citizens who enter the scholarship contest are eligible for the awards beyond the chapter level.  Each state winner 
receives an award in the amount of at least $250 and a special state DAR Good Citizens pin and certificate.  The national 
winner will be invited to Washington, D.C. to attend DAR Continental Congress and will be awarded a $5,000 scholarship, an 
inscribed silver bowl, and certificate.  Each of the eight national division (multi-state groups) winners will receive a cash award 
in the amount of $500. 

Please help me in congratulating Wesley Hyames as this year’s DAR Good Citizen.  It is a great honor and we are very proud to 
have Wes represent Portage Northern in this year’s contest.  

BREADLIFT 
Breadlift is coming November 19! In this annual event, students go door to door in the greater Kalamazoo community offering 
a loaf of bread in exchange for a donation to the March of Dimes. This is the 51st anniversary of PNHS Breadlift.  Huskies have 
raised over $370,000 so far and have a goal of $20,000 this year! 

There was an assembly on October 24 for Freshman to explain how to get involved with Breadlift. Breadlift shirts will be 
available the week of Breadlift. Students get a free shirt with a minimum donation to the March of Dimes.  

Breadlift will run from 9am-4pm on the 19th.  
This event is a great way for our students to   
earn service hours for social studies 
requirements as well as NHS and IB CAS.  You  
are welcome to stop by "Bread-quarters" in the 
Lower Level Commons that day to make a 
donation in person! 
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GRAD BASH 
Grad Bash is a parent-chaperoned, all night post-graduation party held immediately following our Graduation ceremony). The 
transportation, food, entertainment and prizes are provided while keeping the event safe, alcohol/drug free and totally fun!  
The location of the party is kept secret from the students to heighten the level of excitement. (This also prevents opportuni-
ties for uninvited, non-Portage Northern students to attend.) 

Historically, Grad Bash has always been a huge success, and thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by the students. While there 
will be many graduation parties throughout the weeks following graduation, this event is unique in bringing together the en-
tire graduating class, for probably the last time. Additionally, there is no other night that carries more momentum for young 
people to act impulsively. It is our goal to help our graduates capture all that energy and enthusiasm by providing them with 
a fun, yet safe venue at which they can celebrate, relax and have a genuinely good time. 

Planning Meeting:  Be a part of your student's final Northern experience!  All senior parents are invited to attend meetings, 
and even underclassman parents who might like to see what it's all about.  Meetings will be on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at 7pm in the PNHS Community Rooms (except for December will be in the Media Center), with the next coming 
on Monday November 14.  You can find the entire meeting schedule on the Grad Bash webpage. 

Fundraiser:  Their traditional first fundraiser is a good ol' Bake Sale during conferences Nov 7+9.  We invite parents to donate 
home baked goodies or snacks, individually wrapped and ready to sell.  We 
have found that 'cuteness counts' so if you are bit crafty with your packaging, 
the items tend to sell much better.  You can drop off items anytime during 
either of the days of conferences in the main office. 

The chairpersons for the 2017 Grad Bash are Janet Wieber and Jeanne Trompeter.  
You can contact them with any questions on this important event.   

Senior parents will be receiving information on donating to Grad Bash.  Donations 
of all sizes are welcome; these cash donations help keep Grad Bash affordable for 
all seniors.  You may make your tax-deductible check payable to Portage Northern 
Parents/Grad Bash and mail it to PNHS 1000 Idaho, Portage MI 49024, ATTN: Grad 
Bash. 

ARE YOU READY FOR SNOW?  
Timber Ridge Passes: Student discount cards are sold for $20 as a courtesy to our PN students and their PPS siblings and par-
ents.  Note that there is no scheduled meeting time and there is no supervision or transportation for this ski area.  Students 
can pick up the form from any of the grade level offices, or they can be printed from our website.  For more information, con-
tact Mrs. Hertel at dhertel@portageps.org. 

Completed forms and payment are due by November 10.  Any requests tuened in after the due date are not guaranteed to be 
available before winter break.   

http://www.nhs.portageps.org/organizations/grad_bash
mailto:jayellw2001@yahoo.com
mailto:jmtmrc@gmail.com
http://nhs.portageps.org/student_activities/ski_club
mailto:dhertel@portageps.org
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HUSKIE ATHLETICS 
Did you know you can save money with sports passes? You can purchase a Student Activity Pass (for high school students 
only) for only $45. Your student can use this pass to get into PNHS home sporting events for the entire school year.  

You can also purchase a Family Punch Pass. These can be used by parents,  siblings, grandparents, etc. You can  purchase a 
20-punch pass for $65 or a 10-punch for $35.  

The fine print? Passes can be used only at Home events only, and  cannot be used for tournaments or hockey games.  
Sporting events are $5 per person without a pass. Passes can be purchased in the  Athletic Office or at any sporting event.  

SPORTS SCHEDULE 
Do you ever hunt around for our sports schedule?  You can link 
there via our website nhs.portageps.org or you do there directly at 
pnhshuskies.org.  We can update it ‘live’, meaning that if a game is 
rescheduled, this calendar will show live and current information.  
You can also filter by sport, season, etc. 

WINTER SPORTS START DATES: 
For full team information and coach contact info, please click here. 

Hockey- Oct 31  Coach JD Kalleward 

Girls Basketball- Nov 7   Coach Pete Schermerhorn 

Competitive Cheer- Nov 7   Coach Heather Prentice 

Boys Basketball- Nov 14   Coach Ron Jaeck 

Bowling- Nov 14  Coach Bill Louthan and Michael Schneider 

Wrestling- Nov 14  Coach Chris Furlong 

Alpine Ski- Nov 14   Coach Linda Kozacki 

Swimming- Nov 21   Coach Jim Long 

Reminder: ALL athletes MUST have a physical on file prior to try– outs.  

NO PHYSICAL= NO TRYOUT, and if they make the team, they must pay the Pay-to-Participate fee before the first competition.  

ATHLETIC CODE OF CONDUCT MEETING 

All new Huskie athletes (this includes incoming freshmen, transfer students, and upperclassmen who have not previously 
participated in a sport at PNHS) and their parents are required to attend this meeting if they did not attend the August 
meeting.   

 Wednesday November 2 at 6:30pm in the Community Rooms 

Important information about the policies and procedures of the athletic department will be discussed.  All athletes and their 
parents/guardians are required to sign a Code of Conduct form in order to be eligible and the information necessary for that 
form will be covered at this meeting. 

If you have any questions regarding Huskie athletics, please contact Kelli Schermerhorn at 323-5561. 

nhs.portageps.org
pnhshuskies.org
http://www.nhs.portageps.org
mailto:kschermerhorn@portageps.org
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NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE… 
The counselors would like to remind parents and students that we are here to advocate for students and their needs.  We 
would like to encourage parents to: 

 contact teachers first with concerns about assignments, grades or student progress. 

 ask teachers for specific feedback and to offer specific recommendations/suggestions for improving academic achieve-
ment in their classes. 

 contact counselors if grade concerns are not resolved. 

 attend the ASSIST room after school Mondays-Thursdays.  There are math tutors there to help Mon-Wed.. 

 contact counselors if/when questions arise. 

College Deadlines — Seniors… be sure that you are aware of your specific deadlines for you colleges of interest. December 
and/or January 1 are common deadlines.  All transcripts for all colleges (in state and out of state) must be requested through 
Parchment.com.  If you are applying to a school on the Common App, be sure that you link your Parchment and Common App 
accounts.  By doing so, Parchment will send your transcript to the Common App.   

Seniors —  We visited your English classes in October to give detailed Financial Aid Presentations.  Copies of that presentation 
are on our PN Counseling webpage.  Counselors will be meeting with individual students to inquire about their post-high 
school plans during November.  They will be there to help with the college bound process if the student has not yet applied to 
college.  They will also help guide students to the appropriate resources if college is not their immediate plan after PNHS. 

Juniors — The PSAT (also the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program) was held here in October.  Students 
will be notified via announcements when their scores have been returned to PN.  Counselors will provide a drop-in opportuni-
ty (date/time to be decided later and info will be posted on announcements) for students to review test scores and go over 
interpretation.  Students are STRONGLY encouraged to create a Khan Academy account and link their College Board account 
to that Khan account for more guided practice on where to focus for test improvements. 

Freshmen — During the fall, counselors met with all freshmen in a “freshman interview”.    The goal was to introduce our-
selves to the students and begin to get to know them.  We discussed post-high school plans and checked in to see how the 
start of their 9th grade year is going for them.  All students now have the contact info for their counselor and should know 
that they can schedule an appointment with their counselor at any time (by coming into the counseling office and making an 
appt with our administrative assistant, Mrs. Clark) or they can email their counselor with any questions or concerns.  

PNHS Financial Aid Night — On October 10th, presenters from local Financial Aid offices were here to discuss the FAFSA and 
area scholarships from the Kalamazoo Foundation.  Counselors gave detailed presentations about Financial Aid and the FAFSA 
to all English 12 classes after that parent meeting.   Materials are posted online. 

FAFSA — Representatives from many KACAN (Kalamazoo Area College Access Network) were here on Oct. 27 to help students 
start or complete the FAFSA, the online documentation for Financial Aid.  If you are interested in more FAFSA events, there is a 
calendar of events on the bulletin board outside the counseling office.  Or you can visit, 
http://www.micollegegoal.org/Students/Locations.aspx for more event opportunities.   

Remynse Scholarship — Seniors – Please listen to announcements regarding the Clarence L Remynse Scholarship.  The appli-
cation is available online.  You will need to request that your transcript be sent to the Kalamazoo Community Foundation via 
your online Parchment account. The deadline to apply is December 1, 2016.   More information is also available at 
 www.kalfound.org. 

ACT and SAT National Test Dates and Info — All test dates, info and registration occur online through each test’s website.  For 
ACT testing info, go to www.actstudent.org.  For SAT testing info, go to www.collegeboard.com. 

College Representatives / College Visits — Please check the bulletin board outside the counseling office for upcoming college 
reps and visits.  This schedule is also available online, on our website.   

For questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the counseling office at 323-5475.  Thank you. 
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mailto:slabian4ceo@aol.com
http://www.pnparentscompass.wordpress.com/
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

October 30 31 
Senior photos  

due to Yearbook 
 
 

November 1 
 

MiCareerQuest 
EFE/EFA Open 
House 5-8pm 

Kal Co Expo Center 

2 
National Honor  

Society Induction 
6:30pm Auditorium 

 
Winter Athletics 
Code of Conduct 

Mtg 6:30pm 
Community Rooms 

3 4 
HALF DAY  

(hours 5-7 will  
meet 7:45-11am) 

 
END OF FIRST 

MARKING PERIOD 

5 
Marching Band 

State Finals 
 

6 
Daylight Savings 

Begins 
 
 

7 
P/T Conferences 

3:30-7:15pm 
 

8 
ELECTION DAY! 

9 
P/T Conferences 

3:30-7:15pm 

10 11 
Fall Musical  

“Into the Woods” 
730pm 

12 
PN Bands’ Holiday 

Craft Show in  
Doghouse 
10am-4pm 

 
Fall Musical  

“Into the Woods” 
730pm 

13 
Fall Musical  

“Into the Woods” 
2pm 

14 15 
Marching Band   
Banquet 7pm 

16 
PNParentsCompass 
meeting 11:30am 

17 18 
Fall Musical  

“Into the Woods” 
730pm 

19 
Breadlift 8am 

 
Fall Musical  

“Into the Woods” 
730pm 

 

20 
Fall Musical  

“Into the Woods” 
2pm 

21 22 23 
NO SCHOOL 

24 
THANKSGIVING 

NO SCHOOL 
 

25 
NO SCHOOL 

26 

27 28 29 30 
 
 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 
PNSenate 

Blood Drive  

9 10 
Science Olympiad 

7am-5pm 
 

Holiday Dance    
8pm-11pm 

11 12 
Grad Bash meeting 
7pm Media Center 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 
Music Dept Holiday 

Collage (details TBA) 

20 21 
Music Dept Holiday 

Collage (details TBA) 

22 23 
NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break begins 
(return to school  

Jan 9) 

24 

November/December 2016 


