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COMMUNITEEN READ 2017:  THE SCORPIO RACES 
Author Maggie Stiefvater will speak with 

the Portage community here at Portage 

Northern High School, Tuesday March 28, 
6:30-9pm. The Scorpio Races, Stiefvater’s 

latest novel, received five-star reviews and 
was named to the following “Best of the 

Year” lists for 2011: Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal, The Horn Book and 

Kirkus Reviews. In addition, The Scorpio 

Races was named a 2012 Michael L. Printz 
Honor Book by the American Library 

Association, and a New York Times Notable 
Children’s Book. This event is free and 

open to the public, followed with a book 

signing.  

On Wednesday March 29, she will be back 

at Northern in the morning to dialogue with 
up to 500 students who have read her 

book, The Scorpio Races, as part of our 

English curriculum.  She will speak about 
her experiences growing up from teen into 

adulthood, reading and writing, the 
creative process, and she will answer 

questions from our teen community.  

Portage Public Schools, Portage District Library, and the Bookbug bookstore invite you to read The Scorpio Races 

with your teen and attend the community event on March 28 at 6:30pm. Our goal is to reinforce a connection 

with family, peers, and the community and to encourage the Portage community to read together. We value the 
face-to-face experience that a live event brings to a world full of screens and online communication, so we would 

love to see you there.  

 

MENCHINGER FORENSICS TOURNAMENT 
Coming up Saturday March 11 right here at PNHS, this 42st annual tournament is named for James Menchinger, a 

retired Portage Northern High School teacher and current forensics team assistant coach.  Not only is he a famous 
Michigan coach, but has also was named to the National Forensic League Hall of Fame  in 2011.   

We invite anyone interested to come and see what our hardworking competitors are doing.  There is no charge to 
attend the tournament, which will features teams from all over West Michigan.  Performances will be happening 

throughout our school during the day, with many volunteers to help show you when and where to see what 

interests you.  

http://www.speechanddebate.org/
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Tuesday  4/11 Wednesday  4/12 

9th graders 
PSAT9 beginning at 7:35am 
then lunch and 1st-3rd hours 

No school in the AM * 
Report by normal 5th hour 

10th graders 
No school in the AM * 

Report at 1:25 
PSAT10 beginning at 7:35 
then schedule outlined below 

11th graders 
SAT beginning at 7:35am 
then lunch and 1st-3rd hours 

WorkKeys beginning at 7:35am 
then schedule outlined below 

12th graders 
No school in the AM * 

Report at 1:25 
No school in the AM * 

Report by normal 5th hour 

12:50-1:20  
Lunch served 

11:36-1:04 
Normal 5th hour classes / lunches 

All grades 

1:25-1:54 

1st hour classes 

1:09-1:43 

4th hour classes 

1:59-2:27 
2nd hour classes 

1:48-2:22 
6th hour classes 

2:32-3:00 
3rd hour classes 

2:27-3:00 
7th hour classes 

TESTING SCHEDULE 
Portage Northern High School is actively preparing for the April 11th and 12th administration of the College Board 

suite of assessments.  In order to create the best possible testing environment for students, Portage Public Schools 

has created a modified timetable for those dates. The schedule is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REQUIRED: The SAT and ACT WorkKeys tests are part of the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) and are a requirement of 

the Michigan Department of Education for all juniors.  In addition, to be endorsed for graduation by the Portage 
Public School’s Board of Education, students are also required to perform to the best of their ability on the exams.                                                                                                                            

The PSAT 9 and 10 assessments are a pre-cursor to the SAT and provide valuable feedback to students, parents and 

staff.  

ATTENDANCE: Every effort should be made to be in attendance and punctual on these days.  SAT policy prohibits 

examinees to enter the test room after test booklets have been distributed.  The MME test schedule supersedes all 
other off-site class obligations. 

* TRANSPORTATION:  All PPS buses will run on the regular schedule.  All students who ride the bus to school on 

April 11th or 12th, and are not testing, must report to the Lower Commons until class starts.  Students choosing not 
to ride the bus to school must provide their own transportation.   Buses for off-campus classes will run as usual.   

Please remember, Portage Northern’s schedule trumps all off-campus classes. 
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NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE 
Scheduling 

During the first weeks of February, counselors met with English classes to present detailed information about 

scheduling classes for next year.  Graduation requirements and suggestions for future academic planning were 
discussed in detail.  Then the counselors met with each student one-on-one in the auditorium to schedule 

their classes for next year.  We reviewed their graduation audits to be sure that they are on track for 
graduation. Students brought with them their schedule request form (with teacher recommendations) with a 

parent signature. Students entered their elective courses online in Skyward.  We hope that this process was 
beneficial to all parties: parents, teachers, counselors and student.   With parent and teacher 

recommendations, we hope that all students will be appropriately placed in their core classes for the fall. 

 Remember, the only schedule changes that will be allowed in the fall are those that have a hole or missing 
hour.  We will not be able to switch classes due to preference.  

Semester 2 

Counselors did graduation audits for all students upon the completion of semester 1.  If a student failed a 

required course, they were automatically placed back into that course- either for semester 2 or for the fall.  If 

a student has failed more than four semester courses (2.0+ credits total), that student would be behind in 
credits.  The counselor notified both student and parent of possibility of short credits and informed them of 

credit recovery options. 

PSAT Test Results:  Juniors 

Juniors who elected to take the PSAT (practice test for the SAT) here in October received their scores in 

January.  All info regarding the National Merit Scholarship Competition will be presented to students and 
schools next fall. 

Junior Online Accounts for SAT Prep 

Counselors visited all junior World History classes in January to work with each student to set up two online 

accounts for optimum SAT practice.  Juniors created accounts at the College Board and at the Khan Academy 
sites.  Counselors then walked them through how to link those two accounts so that they could get detailed 

test prep from the Khan Academy.  The College Board shares the PSAT or SAT test data with the Khan 

Academy and an individualized study guide is set up online for each student.  All juniors should now be 
connected online at both sites.   

Sophomore Online Accounts for PSAT Prep 

Counselors will visit sophomore social studies classes in March to help all tenth graders set up online accounts 

at both the College Board and Khan Academy to create individual test prep for each student, using their 

previous PSAT test data.  See above info regarding juniors. 

PSAT and SAT Test Registrations 

All students will be required to take either the PSAT (grades 9 and 10) or the SAT (grade 11) this April. 
Counselors will register all students here in their English classes.  For the school’s test administration, all 

registration will happen here at school.  Parents do not need to do anything online for the school’s test date.  
If a student wishes to take the SAT outside of PN, they should register and pay online at the College Board’s 

website. 

ACT and SAT National Test Dates and Info 

All test dates, info and registration occur online through each test’s website.  For ACT testing info, go to 

www.actstudent.org.   For SAT testing info, go to www.collegeboard.org. 

Scholarships 

All students are encouraged to check out the scholarship information available in our office.  If you need a 

transcript for a scholarship, please come into the counseling office and pick up a “Transcript Request Form”. 
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Many transcripts for scholarships can also be sent from Parchment.com.  For any scholarship questions or 

concerns, please contact Mrs. Beverly  at 323-5482. 

Transcripts 

All transcript requests for colleges (mid-year reports and final reports) must be requested via Parchment.com. 
All students must be responsible for logging on to their Parchment account and requesting an electronic 

transcript. Counselors uploaded the Secondary School Report for all students on the Common Application. 

Junior Interviews 

Counselors will meet with junior students individually from now until May to discuss / plan post-secondary 

plans. We’ll review resources for researching colleges; we will discuss college entrance exams (ACT/SAT) and 
we’ll discuss a timeline for action items for college applications for students to do from now until the fall of 

2017. 

Parents of Seniors 

Look for important information in the April edition of Huskie Tracks pertaining to graduation and all other 

senior class activities.  A calendar of all senior class activities will be mailed home in April. 

GRAD BASH FUNDRAISER 
Grad Bash is hosting a Euchre/Silent Auction!  Everyone is invited (not just parents of seniors!) to a fun evening of  

playing euchre and a silent auction on Saturday March 11, 6:30-10pm at Main Street Pub on Westnedge with all  

proceeds going toward Grad Bash.  Click here for a full flyer with all details.      

file:///C:/Users/bmarsh/Documents/My Data Sources
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2017-18 DISTRICT CALENDAR 
For those families that like to plan ahead, we are excited to share the 2017-2018 district calendar.  It can also be 

found on our website, and the web calendar is also updated with all official events and dates for next school year. 

Portage Northern High School 
2017-2018 District Calendar 

 

September 5 - First Day of School-Half Day AM, All Students  

September 13 – Open House 

September 29 - Half Day AM, All Students  

October 13 - Half Day AM, All Students  

October 27 - Half Day AM, All Students  

November 3 - End of 1st Quarter- Half Day, All Students  

November 6 & 8 - High School Conferences 3:30-7:15pm, Regular School Hours  

November 22 - No School  

November 23-24 - Thanksgiving Recess  

December 23 - January 7 - No School, Winter Recess  

January 8 - School Resumes  

January 22-24 - High School Exams/Half Days for High School Students  

January 25 - Half Day AM, All Students/High School Exams  

January 26 - End of 1st Semester: No School for All Students  

February 9 – Half Day AM, All Students 

February 23 & 26 - No School- Mid Winter Break  

March 5 & 7 – High School Conferences 3:30-7:15pm, Regular School Hours  

March 9 - Half Day AM, All Students  

March 30 - End of 3rd Quarter- Half Day  

April 2-6 - Spring Recess  

April 9 - School Resumes  

April 10-11 - SAT/MME Testing (unless moved by State of Michigan) 

May 4 - Half Day AM, All Students  

May 25 - Half Day AM, All Students  

May 28 - Memorial Day- No School  

June 1 - Northern High School Graduation  

June 11-14 - High School Exams: Half Days for High School Students  

June 14 - Half Day: Last Day of School*  

 

*Cancellations beyond what the law allows may extend the final day of school past June 14, 2018  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

February 26 27 
 

No School           
Mid-Winter Break 

28 March 1 2 3 
 

4 
 

5 6 
 

Senate DC Trip —> 

7 
 

—> 

8 
 

—> 
 

PNParentsCompass 
6:30pm 

9 
 

—> 

10 
 

Half Day 
PM Bell Schedule 

11 
 

MYIG Spring  
Conference —> 

 
42nd Annual 
Menchinger      

Forensic           
Tournament 

 
Grad Bash Euchre/ 

Silent Auction   
Fundraiser 

12 
 

MYIG Spring  
Conference —> 

13 
 

—> 
 

Grad Bash meeting 
7pm 

14   
 

 —> 
 

Band Booster    
meeting  7:30pm 

 

15 16 17 
 

NMS production  
of Aladdin Jr  

Opening night! 7pm 

18 
 

State Solo and   
Ensemble (HERE) 

 
Aladdin Jr 7pm 

 

19 
 

Aladdin Jr 2pm 

20 21 22 23 24 
 

Aladdin Jr 7pm 

25   
 

Forensics Regional 
Tournament at  
Portage Central 

 
Aladdin Jr 7pm 

26 
 

Aladdin Jr 2pm 

27 28 
 

CommuniTEEN 
Read:  Evening with 
the Author 6:30pm 

29 30 31 
 

Half Day 
AM Bell Schedule 

 
End of 3rd Quarter 

April 1 
 
 

2 3 
 

  Spring Break —> 

4 
 

—> 

5 
 

—> 

6 
 

—> 

7 
 

—> 

8 

9 10 
 

Grad Bash meeting 
7pm 

11 
 

SAT/ACT Testing 

12 
 

SAT/ACT Testing 

13 
 

Marching Band  
Kickoff 7pm 

14 
 

15 
 

Prom! 

March 2017 


