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Welcome! 

Welcome to the Language A1 component of the IBO program.  We are looking forward to working with 

you as we explore a variety of literature from around the world.  As a starting point, we would like to 

offer a philosophical basis from which we can begin our studies.  Ralph Waldo Emerson proposes that 

“Language is a city to the building of which every human being brings a stone.”  Let us move into the 

next school year by attempting to build an experience through language wherein each of us offers a vital 

and unique contribution. Feel free to contact us at Portage Northern’s email address, or call Mr. Scott 

Crocker at 330-0779 or Mr. Ben Neal at 330-5052. 

 

Course Description 

“The language A1 programme aims to promote an appreciation of the wealth and subtleties of the 

language and to lead to an awareness of linguistic structures.  It seeks to facilitate the clear expression of 

ideas, to aid clear, precise presentation of argument and to assist in the understanding of both oral and 

written discourse.  The Language A1 programme encourages the development of an appreciation of 

literature and knowledge of the culture of the student’s own society and that of other societies.” 

 

Summer Reading 

One of the pivotal components of the IB program is its focus on World Literature. With this in mind, we 

have selected five titles for your consideration. To select the title best suited to your interests, go to the 

library or bookstore and browse, log on to Amazon.com to read reviews, and talk to others who may have 

read these titles.  You will want to own a copy because you’ll need one to read, and you’ll be using it in 

the first week of school.  Go on-line and find a used one if it’s available.  Buy it in June so that you have 

it when you are ready to read. 

 

Pick ONE novel, read it carefully, and take notes. 

 
 Wuthering Heights, by Emily Bronte 

 A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens 

 The Bean Trees: A Novel, by Barbara Kingsolver 

 Bel Canto, by Ann Patchett 

 

1. Come to the FIRST full day of class in the fall having read the book and with a copy of it in 

hand.  Be ready to write and talk about your novel.  

 

2. Prepare notes in response to the novel and bring these notes to class on the first day.  These 

notes can be written in list form, but they should be neat and detailed. Your notes should 

include the following items:  

 

A. Who (or what!) are the major characters? Give a brief description of at least five. 

B. What is the setting of the novel? List at least 10 details that address time and place. 

C. What is one or more cause of conflict in the novel? 

D. (This is always more difficult) What is one possible theme of this novel? Theme should 

always be stated in a complete sentence. 

http://www.amazon.com/Bel-Canto-Ann-Patchett/dp/0060838728/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1240854202&sr=1-1

