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SPRING CONFERENCES 
Spring Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on Monday March 5 and Wednesday March 7 from 3:30pm-

7:15pm.   If you are unable to attend Parent Teacher conferences in person, we recommend emailing your 

student’s teachers to conference via email.  Attending conferences are a great way to get an accurate picture of 
your student’s school experience. In just a few minutes, you can check on progress and get clarification on issues 
or expectations. In addition, it shows your student 
that you believe education is important. 

Like in the fall, teachers will be seated alphabetically 

around the perimeter of the Upper and Lower 
Commons and into the 2nd floor hallway.  Each of 

your student’s teachers can go over his/her progress 
and answer any questions you might have.  Please 
bring your student’s schedule - you can either (a) 
get it from your student, (b) print it from Skyward, or 
(c) if you are using the handy Skyward mobile app, 
you can simply refer to that when you arrive.       

If you are unable to attend Parent Teacher 
conferences in person, we recommend emailing 

your student’s teachers to confer via email. 

 

COLLEGE BOARD & KHAN 
ACADEMY 

In conjunction with Conferences, on Wednesday 
March 7 Mr French will lead a College Board and 

Khan Academy session at 6pm, including score 
reports interpretation, online test prep resources 

and individualized test prep.  This session will be in 
the Community Rooms.   

 

 

MENCHINGER FORENSICS TOURNAMENT 
Come see our award winning forensics team in action as Portage Northern proudly hosts the 43rd Menchinger 
Invitational on Saturday March 3 throughout our building.  Rounds start at 9am, 10:30am and noon, with semi-

finals staring around 1:30, finals at 3:00, and awards by approximately 5pm.  There will be volunteers on each 
floor to help you find an event to attend.  We recommend you arrive 30 minutes before the start of a round so 

there is time to locate an event and get settled.  Come cheer on these hardworking Huskies at this free event! 
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LUNCH AND LEARN 
We are excited about our lunch series for students, ‘Lunch and Learn’.   Sponsored by our counseling office and 

KRESA’s Education for Employment program, students have the opportunity to join in on lunch presentations with 

area professionals to learn more about career options and career readiness.  Over the upcoming weeks, we’ll have 
career representatives from a variety of different fields come share info about their profession, training, experience 

and day to day work. 

Our next Lunch+Learn is Friday March 2, and will feature careers in trade fields like HVAC, electrical, sheet metal 

and pipefitting.  There will be a professional from WMU’s facilities department here to share about on-the-job 
training, job certifications, Journeyman status.  This is a great opportunity for students to learn about in-demand 

careers that don’t require a four-year college degree. 

Interested students can sign up in the counseling office the day before to reserve their seat, and they’ll attend the 
presentation during their regularly scheduled lunch time.  Free pizza will be served. 

We hope many students sign up to take advantage of this great opportunity to learn practical knowledge about 
career possibilities. 

 

YEARBOOK 
There is still time to get your 2018 yearbook on order for only $70 until February 4.  After that date, the price will 

increase to $75.  You can order online find information on our webpage to order online, or you can bring a check 
to our main office made out to PN Yearbook (please include your student’s name and grade on the check!). 

 

GRAD BASH UPDATES 
Moe’s Fundraiser – “Welcome to Moe’s!” – March 2 from 7pm to 9pm, Westnedge location. $10 cash gets you 
all you want to eat (not including beverages). Grad Bash 2018 earns 50% of all receipts, so please join us and 

bring your whole family. Put it on your calendar!  Please note it is CASH only. 

Spring Conferences Bake Sale – Bake 2 dozen goodies, individually wrap them and drop them off at the PN 

office anytime on March 5. We will sell them at conferences on March 5 and 7. Also, make sure to indulge and 

be generous at the Grad Bash Bake Sale table during Conference time!  Sign up to bake and/or work the sale 
on Conference nights at :  www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C044CAAA62BAAF85-spring  

Please consider volunteering to chaperone Grad Bash 2018. We need parents willing to load kids onto the buses 
after the Graduation ceremony, ride the buses with them and attend as chaperones at the party venue (and we 

promise – it’s NOT Craig’s Cruisers). This is a great way to really contribute and be a part of the last event for the 

Class of 2018. Contact Teresa Fernandez for volunteering details.  

We are planning a fantastic party for the Class of 2018. Feel free to join our monthly meetings, we would love to 

see you. We meet next on Tuesday March 13 at 7pm in the Media Center.   

 

RECYCLABLES NEEDED 
Do you buy your eggs in STYROFOAM or PLASTIC egg 

cartons? Our Art department uses these cartons as 
palettes for paint! We can use any clean cartons, small 

or large, as long as they have lids-- and would love any 
donation, be it five or fifty-five!  

https://portageps.org/nhs/organizations/yearbook/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044CAAA62BAAF85-spring
https://portageps.org/nhs/organizations/grad-bash/teresa.fernandez95@gmail.com
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COMMUNITEEN READ 2018 
Author Elizabeth Wein to Visit Portage with 2018’s Portage CommuniTEEN Read! 

Now in its third year, Portage’s CommuniTEEN Read, an effort spearheaded by Portage Central & Portage 

Northern High Schools, The Portage District Library, and Bookbug to encourage teens (and the community at 
large) to read, discuss, and celebrate a single book together, will welcome author Elizabeth Wein on 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 at 6pm to the Kalamazoo Air Zoo for a presentation with book signing, docent 
tours, open cockpits, WASP room, WWII and restoration 

tables, and simulators from WMU’s College of Aviation. The 
amusement rides will not be running at this teen/adult 

event. Ms. Wein will be dialoguing with Northern students 

who have read the book on the morning of March 14th.  

Wein’s 2012 historical novel,  was selected by the 

Communiteen Committee, and has been read by 100's of 
students, teachers, families, and community members in 

recent weeks. Wein’s public presentation on 3/14 is free 

and open to the public. Books will be available for purchase 
and signing at this event.  

More about the book: 

When “Verity” is arrested by the Gestapo, she’s sure she 

doesn’t stand a chance. As a secret agent captured in 

enemy territory, she’s living a spy’s worst nightmare. Her 
Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal her 

mission or face a grisly execution.  They'll get the truth out 
of her.  But it won’t be what they expect. 

As she intricately weaves her confession, Verity uncovers 
her past, how she became friends with the pilot Maddie, 

and why she left Maddie in the wrecked fuselage of their 

plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her 
life, confronting her views on courage, failure and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her 

secrets be enough to save her from a merciless and ruthless enemy? 

Harrowing and beautifully written, Code Name Verity is a visceral read of danger, resolve, and survival that 

reveals just how far true friends will go to save each other. The bondage of war will never be as strong as the 

bonds forged by the unforgettable friendship in this extraordinary tale of fortitude in the face of the ultimate 
evil. 

This book has won the following awards:   

UK Literary Association Award Winner 

Edgar Award Winner 

Printz Honor Book 

Boston Globe/Horn Book Award Honor Book 

Shortlisted for the 2013 CILIP Carnegie Award 

Golden Kite Award Honor Book 

       For more information, please contact Jeanna Walker, Library Media Specialist, jwalker@portageps.org. 

 

mailto:jwalker@portageps.org


  

Huskie Tracks - March 2018 - Page 4 

NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE 
Scheduling 

During the first weeks of February, counselors met with English classes to present detailed information about 

scheduling classes for next year.  Graduation requirements and suggestions for future academic planning were 
discussed in detail.  In late February, counselors met with each student one on one in the auditorium to 

schedule their classes for next year.  We reviewed their graduation audits to be sure that they are on track for 
graduation. Students brought with them their schedule request form (with teacher recommendations) with a 

parent signature. Students entered their elective courses online in Skyward.  We hope that this process was 
beneficial to all parties: parents, teachers, counselors and student.   With parent and teacher 

recommendations, we hope that all students will be appropriately placed in their core classes for the fall. 

 Remember, the only schedule changes that will be allowed in the fall are those that have a hole or missing 
hour.  We will not be able to switch classes due to preference.  Thank you to all involved. 

Semester 2 

Counselors did graduation audits for all students upon the completion of semester 1.  If a student failed a 

required course, they were automatically placed back into that course- either for semester 2 or for the fall.  If 

a student has failed more than four semester courses (2.0+ credits total), that student would be behind in 
credits.  The counselor notified both student and parent of possibility of short credits and informed them of 

credit recovery options. 

PSAT and SAT Test Registrations 

All students will be required to take either the PSAT (grades 9 and 10) or the SAT (grade 11) this April. 

Counselors will register all students here in their English classes.  For the school’s test administration, all 
registration will happen here at school.  Parents do not need to do anything online for the school’s test date. 

 If a student wishes to take the SAT outside of PN, they should register and pay online at the College Board’s 
website. 

·         ACT and SAT National Test Dates and Info 

·         All test dates, info and registration occur online through each test’s website. 

·         For ACT testing info, go to www.actstudent.org. 

·         For SAT testing info, go to www.collegeboard.org. 

 

Scholarships 

All students are encouraged to check out the scholarship information available in our office.  If you need a 

transcript for a scholarship, please come into the counseling office and pick up a “Transcript Request Form”. 

 Many transcripts for scholarships can also be sent from Parchment.com.  For any scholarship questions or 
concerns, please contact Mrs. Beverly at 323-5464. 

Transcripts 

All transcript requests for colleges (mid-year reports and final reports) must be requested via Parchment.com. 

 All students must be responsible for logging on to their Parchment account and requesting an electronic 
transcript. Counselors uploaded the Secondary School Report for all students on the Common Application. 

Lunch and Learn 

In February, PN and EFE partnered together to bring in our first guest speaker during both lunch hours to help 
students learn about various different career opportunities and possibilities.  Mr. Rob Dodde, a Robotics 

Engineer and Designer from Stryker, was here to provide in-depth career information and hands-on activities 
for interested students.  We hope to provide monthly career visits during lunch (pizza will be served) to help 

provide exposure and information to students regarding career exploration. 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
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Sophomore Career Exploration 

Counselors will visit all tenth grade science classes mid-March to give presentations on career development 

and exploration.  Resources and information will be shared with students to help further develop possible 
future college or career interests. 

Junior Interviews 

Counselors will meet with junior students individually from now until May to discuss / plan post-secondary 
plans. We’ll review resources for researching colleges; we will discuss college entrance exams (ACT/SAT) and 

we’ll discuss a timeline for action items for college applications for students to do from now until the fall of 
2018. 

Parents of Seniors 

Look for important information in the April edition of the Huskie Tracks pertaining to graduation and all other 

senior class activities.  A calendar of all senior class activities will be mailed home in April. 

For questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the counseling office at 323-5475.  Thank you. 

NORTH MIDDLE SCHOOL PRESENTS...  
With its poignant story and catchy Caribbean-flavored score, Once on This Island JR. is a highly original theatrical 
adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s popular fairy tale, The Little Mermaid, and the Tony-nominated Broadway 
musical by the legendary writing team, Ahrens and Flaherty. Through almost non-stop song and dance, this full-
hearted musical tells the story of Ti Moune, a peasant girl who rescues and falls in love with Daniel, a wealthy boy 
from the other side of her island. When Daniel is returned to his people, the fantastical gods who rule the island 
guide Ti Moune on a quest that will test the strength of her love against the powerful forces of prejudice and ha-
tred.   

If you’ve attended any North Middle productions in the past, you know they are not to be missed!  Tickets are on 
sale now at PNMSDrama.org.  Get yours today! 

Performances will be March 17-18 and March 24-25, 2018.  

pnmsdrama.org
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Tuesday  4/10 Wednesday  4/11 

9th graders 
Report by 9:20 

PSAT9 beginning at 9:35am 
then lunch and 1st-3rd hours 

No school in the AM * 
Report by normal 5th hour 

10th graders 
No school in the AM * 

Report no later than 1:25pm 
or by 12:50 if on-campus lunch is desired 

PSAT10 beginning at 7:35 
then schedule outlined below 

11th graders 
SAT beginning at 7:35am 
then lunch and 1st-3rd hours 

WorkKeys beginning at 7:35am 
then schedule outlined below 

12th graders 
No school in the AM * 

Report no later than 1:25pm 
or by 12:50 if on-campus lunch is desired 

No school in the AM * 
Report by normal 5th hour 

12:50-1:20  
Lunch served 

11:36-1:04 
Normal 5th hour classes / lunches 

All grades 

1:25-1:54 
1st hour classes 

1:09-1:43 
4th hour classes 

1:59-2:27 
2nd hour classes 

1:48-2:22 
6th hour classes 

2:32-3:00 
3rd hour classes 

2:27-3:00 
7th hour classes 

TESTING SCHEDULE 
Portage Northern High School is actively preparing for the April 10-11 administration of the College Board suite of 

assessments.  In order to create the best possible testing environment for students, Portage Public Schools has cre-

ated a modified timetable for those dates. The schedule is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REQUIRED: The SAT and ACT WorkKeys tests are part of the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) and are a requirement of 

the Michigan Department of Education for all juniors.  In addition, to be endorsed for graduation by the Portage 
Public School’s Board of Education, students are also required to perform to the best of their ability on the exams.                                                                                                                            

The PSAT 9 and 10 assessments are a pre-cursor to the SAT and provide valuable feedback to students, parents and 

staff.  

ATTENDANCE: Every effort should be made to be in attendance and punctual on these days.  SAT policy prohibits 

examinees to enter the test room after test booklets have been distributed.  The MME test schedule supersedes all 
other off-site class obligations. 

* TRANSPORTATION:  All PPS buses will run on the regular schedule.  All students who ride the bus to school on 

April 10 or 11, and are not testing, must report to the Lower Commons until class starts.  Students choosing not to 
ride the bus to school must provide their own transportation.   Buses for off-campus classes will run as usual.   

Please remember, Portage Northern’s schedule trumps all off-campus classes. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

February 25 26 

NO SCHOOL     
MidWinter Break 

27 

Scheduling      
One-on-One’s   
with Students 

28 

Scheduling      
One-on-One’s   
with Students 

March 1 

Scheduling      
One-on-One’s   
with Students 

Interact Club 
Fundraiser:     

Noodles & Co     
4-9pm 

2 

EFE applications 
due 

Grad Bash    
Fundraiser: Moe’s 
all-you-can-eat   

7-9pm, $10 cash 

3 

Forensics: 
Menchinger      
Invitational  

4 5 

Conferences   
3:30-7:15pm 

6 7 

Conferences   
3:30-7:15pm 

College Board & 
Khan Academy 
Session 6pm   
Community 

8 

Senate Blood 
Drive 

9 

HALF DAY 

10 

Forensics in GR 

 

11 

Daylight Savings 

12 13 

Grad Bash Mtg in 
Media Center 7pm 

 

14 

CommuniTEEN 
READ Event 

Jostens delivering 
graduation     

announcements 

Parents Compass 
meeting 11:30 

15 

MYIG Spring   
Conference 

16 

MYIG Spring   
Conference 

17 

MYIG Spring   
Conference 

MSBOA State Solo 
& Ensemble HERE 

Forensics in BC 

NMS Musical: 
Once on This       

Island JR      
Opening Night          

7pm 

18 

MYIG Spring   
Conference 

NMS Musical: 
Once on This       

Island JR   2pm 

19 20 

Band Boosters 
meeting 7:30pm 

21 22 23 

Jazz & Chamber 
Music Dessert 
Concert 7pm   

Lower Commons 

24  

Forensics at PC 

NMS Musical: 
Once on This       

Island JR  7pm 

25 

NMS Musical: 
Once on This       

Island JR   2pm 

26 27 28 29 

Half Day  

End of 3rd     
Quarter 

30 

NO SCHOOL 

31 

—————> 

1 

Spring Break! 

2 

—————> 

3 

—————> 

4 

—————> 

5 

—————> 

6 

—————> 

7 

—————> 

8 

—————> 

9 10 

SAT/ACT Testing 

11 

SAT/ACT Testing 

IB Extended   
Essay Evening  

7pm 

12 13 14 

15 16 

Senior Class mtg 
7:45am 

 

 

17 

MME Testing 

Band Boosters 
mtg 7:30pm 

18 19 

Senior Speaker 
Auditions 3-4pm 

Marching Band 
Kickoff 7pm 

10 

Forensics Evening 
of Champions      

6-9pm 

11 

March/partial April 2018 


