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FALL CONFERENCES 
Save the Date!  Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place on Monday November 5 and Wednesday November 7,     
3:30-7:15pm in the Lower Level Commons.  Parents do not sign up for time slots in advance.  Simply bring your student ’s 
schedule and all of his/her teachers will be at tables in the Commons waiting to go over your students progress and answer 
any questions you might have.   

You might be wondering…  “Since I can get up-to-date information on Skyward, why should I come to conferences?”  Great 
question.  Speaking with adults who see your student daily can provide insight on what’s behind the grades, plus other issues 
such as how your student is doing socially.   Partnering with teachers now also opens a door for communicating with them 
later. That will come in handy when helping your teen plan for next semester, next year and beyond. 

TEAM HARE OR TEAM TORTOISE? 
The Portage Northern Marching Band has been proud to help drive school 
spirit at various events for years, and now we all have the opportunity to 
show our support for them at their first HOME competition under the lights 
in Huskie Stadium!  The staff, students, and boosters of the Portage 
Northern High School Marching Band are excited to announce our premier 
Huskies Marching Invitational.  Competitive 
marching bands from around southwest 
Michigan have answered the call and will be 
performing their shows in the new HUSKIE 
STADIUM on Saturday, October 6th.   

Come out and cheer on your PNHS Marching Band and find out who wins the race – the tortoise 
or the hare — as the band retells that famous fairytale in their 2018 production of ‘Run Rabbit 
Run’. The Invitational starts at 5pm and tickets are $8.00 at the gate. 

IB TESTING REGISTRATION 
October is the month to register for IB Examinations!  Exams this year will be $119 each. Students should check with their 
teacher if they have any questions about registering for a specific exam.  Registration and payment is done online at 
pnexams.com.  Registration closes on October 31. 

Please note, signup is just for IB exams -- AP Exam Registration will happen in the Spring of 2019.  

If you would like a quick reference to in-state colleges and IB credit, check this out from the IB Schools of Michigan. 

FRESHMEN MOVIE NIGHT 
Hey Class of 2022!  All of our freshmen are invited Friday October 19, 8pm-10pm, for a movie night right here at school 
sponsored by our LinkCrew leaders. There will be multiple classrooms playing different types of movies - disney, action, 
romantic, and sci fi - something for everyone. Snack and drinks provided — and it’s all free! Students, please enter and exit 
thru the main entrance near the office and igloo. 
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pnexams.com
http://www.ibsom.org/resources.html
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FROM THE HUSKIE CAFÉ  
If you have not completed your online applications for Free and Reduced Meal Benefits, please do so today. Meal benefits 
from the previous school year will expire on October 15.   Apply online at lunchapp.com or you may pick up a paper 
application in the office.  

Would you like to check out the nutritional info on your school meals?  Are you working on bulking up and need more nutrient 
dense calories or looking to cut calories, then check out our Nutrislice App for the school meals.  Nutrislice provides you with 
real time info on what is cooking in the cafe at NHS.  Go here to check it out or download at your App Store. 

Need to put money on your student’s account?  Need to find out what your student is eating at school? Go to 
sendmoneytoschool.com to add funds or keep track of their account activity. 

THE NORTHERN LIGHT 
If you want to stay in touch with the student’s perspective around here, consider subscribing to our student paper, The 
Northern Light.   You’ll not only stay in touch with what’s important to today’s high schooler, you’ll also be financially 
supporting great journalism and a valuable piece of our school culture.  Go to the PNLight page on our website to order and 
pay online, or you can contact Amanda Thorpe at athorpe@portageps.org.  

DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR YEARBOOK!!! 
The 2018-2019 Yearbook will be completed and distributed before seniors graduate and before underclassmen leave for the 
summer.  

ORDERING   You can find full details and a printable order form at nhs.portageps.org/organizations/yearbook.   This one-
stop shop is where you can buy your yearbook, submit a senior picture, and order any extras like a name plate, etc.   

If you’d rather pay with a check versus online, please make all checks payable to PN Yearbook, and write the student’s first and 
last name and graduation year on the memo line.  Have your student deliver it to the Main Office or directly to Ms. Wangler, 
our yearbook advisor.   

SENIOR EDITION: NEW THIS YEAR!   The Legend staff is proud to offer a new addition to our publication: the Senior Edition. 
This 30+ page supplementary magazine will include coverage of all major senior events throughout the school year. The Senior 
Edition can also be purchased exclusively - you do not need to purchase the full yearbook to own a copy of this unique and 
new publication! Plus, you don’t need to be a senior to enjoy this fun addition. 

PRICE:  The price includes a yearbook that features the student body and is over 200 pages of interesting stories! Plus, with 
each purchase, you will automatically get a supplement that features all of the spring sports and activities.   

PRICE:   Oct1-Jan1 Jan2-Mar1  

Yearbook + Spring Supplement $70 $75 

Senior Edition $15 $15 

Name Stamp $5 $5 

SENIOR PICTURES: Seniors must have their pictures submitted to the yearbook by October 31. All submissions after November 
1, 2018 must include a $10.00 late fee. No photos will be accepted after November 7. This deadline is firm and final! After 
November 7, student’s school photos that were taken on the first day of school will be used.   Please submit your photo to the 
e-share website on Northern’s homepage, using the file naming format:  LastName,FirstName.jpg.   

EGG CARTONS NEEDED 
Our art department can always use clean empty egg cartons—they need to have a lid and plastic or foam only please.  These 
can be delivered to our main office, or students can take them directly to the Art department.   

 

http://portageps.nutrislice.com
http://www.sendmoneytoschool.com
https://portagenorthernlight.com/subscriptions/
mailto:athorpe@portageps.org
https://portageps.org/nhs/organizations/yearbook/C:/Users/bmarsh/Documents/brightsign-dumps
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PN DRAMA PRESENTS LES MISERABLES 
COME SEE YOUR CLASSMATES TACKLE ONE OF THE GREATEST MUSICALS OF ALL TIME! 

When ex-prisoner, Jean Valjean (Ben Eiler), breaks parole and agrees to care for the daughter of factory worker Fantine 
(Ellie Mancina), he is hunted for decades by the ruthless Inspector Javert (Max Case). Along the way, we meet young and 
passionate student revolutionaries Enjolras (Nico Weaver) and Marius (Jason Koch), lonely but hopeful Cosette (Rosie 
Coryell), scrappy street urchin Eponine (Trinity Posey) and her conniving parents Monsieur and Madame Thenardier 
(Jordan Bruner and Sydney Dudley). The story would not be complete without an ensemble of over 40 additional actors 
and children playing the intriguing array of colorful characters who encounter Valjean on his path to grace and glory. 

Set against the backdrop of 19th-century France and the Parisian Rebellion of 1832, Les Miserables tells an enthralling   
story  of broken dreams and unrequited love, passion, sacrifice and redemption. 

Winner of eight Tony Awards, including Best Musical and Best Original Score, Les Miserables is a musical adaptation of 
Victor Hugo’s 1862 classic novel and remains a timeless testament to the survival of the human spirit. 

Please check the PN Drama website: www.pndrama.org for information about ticket sales. You won’t want to miss this      
spectacular show! 

Performances Dates: 

Friday, November 9 at 7:30pm ~ Saturday, November 10 at 7:30pm ~ Sunday, November 11 at 2:00pm 

Friday, November 16 at 7:30pm ~ Saturday, November 17 at 7:30pm ~ Sunday, November 18 at 2:00pm 

 

POST-FOOTBALL-GAME DANCE 
Back by popular demand, Student Senate is excited to host a dance on Friday October 12 beginning immediately post 
game and ending at 11pm right here in the Lower Commons.  The cost is $5 and students must have their student ID to 
enter.  Parents can pick up students at the Lower Commons entrances afterwards (North entrance, facing the highway). 

Can students bring a guest? YES—students from Portage Central may attend the dance with a valid student ID.  All other 
guests must have a guest pass filled out and on file.  The guest pass process does take a few days, so students should     
initiate it in their grade office by early that week. 

 

 

pndrama.org
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2018 PSAT/NMSQT TESTING 
On Wednesday, October 10, 2018, PNHS will administer the PSAT/NMSQT® to all PNHS juniors.  The PSAT/NMSQT is the best 
preparation for the SAT which is now the State of Michigan required college-readiness test that will be given in Spring 2019.  
The PSAT/NMSQT is the route of entry to the National Merit Scholarship Program, in which several local area employers have 
scholarships that are based solely on the PSAT score (such as Pfizer, Zoetis, and others). For more information, visit                 
nationalmerit.org, and parents can check with their employer for details.  

It’s important to note that while Juniors will be testing beginning promptly at 7:40am, grades 9+10+12 graders will NOT 
have school in the morning on October 10.  Freshmen, sophomores and seniors will report for school by the beginning of 
their normal 5th hour.  Note that buses will be running on a normal schedule.  If a student must ride the bus here in the 
morning, they will be required to spend that time quietly in the Lower Commons until testing is complete.   

 
TEST DATE: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 

COST: FREE! 

WHO: All PNHS Juniors 

WHERE: Portage Northern High School (room assignments will be posted ahead of time) 

TEST TIME: Testing will begin at 7:40 a.m. sharp, and will conclude at approx. 11:15 a.m. 

WHAT TO BRING:  No. 2 pencils (wooden pencil, NO mechanical pencils allowed), photo ID, calculator (see PSAT/NMSQT 
Student Guide for list or check online at https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/taking-the-test/calculator-policy) 

WHAT NOT TO BRING: NO cell phones or any electronic devices, NO backpacks or handbags, NO reading materials 

HOW TO PREPARE: Practice in your Khan Academy account where you have personalized test prep based on how you per-
formed on past PSAT tests. Also visit www.collegeboard.org/psatpractice for free practice tests and more. 

 

There is only one test date, October 10, so if a student is not in attendance that day, there is no makeup testing.  

Juniors who have a morning off-campus EFE/EFA class will NOT attend their EFE/EFA class on October 10. Afternoon EFE/EFA 
classes will run as usual. 

Juniors who attend KAMSC:  KAMSC will have classes as usual on October 10, but the test will not conclude until 11:20, so    
students may be a few minutes late to class. (Students may not leave the testing room early even if they are done.) 

Please make plans to be well-rested, fueled up with a good breakfast and ready to test! 

Schedule Summary for Wednesday October 10 

9th grade:   No school in the morning, report for normal afternoon schedule. If a student has 1st lunch, they do not 
need to report until their 5th hour at 11:57am (arriving for lunch at 11:22 in the Commons is optional).  If a student has 
2nd lunch, they need to report to 5th hour at 11:22 and then will have regularly scheduled lunch at 12:17 

10th grade:  No school in the morning, report for normal afternoon schedule (same as above)  

11th grade:  PSAT/NMSQT 7:40-11:17am, then normal afternoon schedule 

12th grade:  No school in the morning, report for normal afternoon schedule (same as above) 

https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx?gid=2&pgid=61
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/taking-the-test/calculator-policy
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/practice/full-length-practice-tests?excmpid=VT-00022
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HUSKIE ATHLETICS 
Did you know you can save money with sports passes? You can purchase a Student Activity Pass (for high school students 
only) for only $45. Your student can use this pass to get into PNHS home sporting events for the entire school year.  

You can also purchase a Family Punch Pass. These can be used by parents,  siblings, grandparents, etc. You can  purchase a 
20-punch pass for $65 or a 10-punch for $35.  

The fine print? Passes can be used only at Home events only, and  cannot be used for tournaments or hockey games.  
Sporting events are $5 per person without a pass. Passes can be purchased in the Athletic Office or at any sporting event.  

SPORTS SCHEDULE 
Do you ever hunt around for our sports schedule?  You can link there via our website nhs.portageps.org or go there directly 
at pnhshuskies.org.  We can update it ‘live’, meaning that if a game is rescheduled, this calendar will show live and current 
information.  You can also filter by sport, season, etc. 

WINTER SPORTS 
For full team information and coach contact info, please click here. 

Alpine Skiing, Linda Kozacki lindakozacki@gmail.com 

Bowling, Michael Schneider michaelschneider5276@yahoo.com 

Men’s Basketball, Ben Neal bneal@portageps.org 

Women’s Basketball, Randy Grubius glrgolf@yahoo.com 

Competitive Cheer, Heather Prentice hmprentice@aol.com 

Hockey, Robert Sorge  rpsorge@sbcglobal.net 

Men’s Swimming,  Jim Long coachlong6@gmail.com 

Wrestling, Chris Furlong cfurlong56@gmail.com 

Reminder: ALL athletes MUST have a physical on file prior to tryouts. NO PHYSICAL= NO TRYOUT. 

GRAD BASH 2019 
Grad Bash is a parent chaperoned, all night post-graduation party held     
immediately following our graduation ceremony on Thursday, May 30, 
2019.  The location of the party is kept secret to heighten the level of        
excitement. Transportation, food, and entertainment are included.  Grad 
Bash provides the Graduating Class of 2019 a special and final opportunity 
to celebrate together as a class before they each go their own way and   
start a new chapter in their life.  

Planning and holding this unique and special event takes many parent vol-
unteers.  Senior Parents are invited to attend our first Grad Bash 2019    
Committee Meeting on Tuesday, October 9 at 6 PM in Community Room 
A.  Join us to learn about the many ways that you can help and be a part of 
the last event for PN's Class of 2019!  

nhs.portageps.org
pnhshuskies.org
https://portageps.org/nhs/athletics/
mailto:lindakozacki@gmail.com
mailto:michaelschneider5276@yahoo.com
mailto:bneal@portageps.org
mailto:glrgolf@yahoo.com
mailto:hmprentice@aol.com
mailto:rpsorge@sbcglobal.net
mailto:coachlong6@gmail.com
mailto:cfurlong56@gmail.com
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NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE 
We hope that the first weeks of school have been going well for everyone.  The counseling office has been busy enrolling new 
students, making adjustments to balance classes and welcoming all students back to Northern. 

Throughout September, counselors presented information in all English classes/all grades.  All students received an informa-
tive handout with specific information pertaining to their grade.  All Google Slides presentations are available on the Counsel-
ing page on our website. Your students also received a printed handout of the presentation.   

 Seniors received information regarding the college application process. 

 Juniors received valuable standardized test info regarding registrations, dates and importance of preparing / studying. 
  They could be studying online through their College Board and Khan academy accounts. 

 The sophomores were reminded of the counseling services available to them and information was shared regarding the 
PSAT (practice test for SAT).   

 Counselors introduced themselves and services to all freshmen and discussed the differences between middle school 
and high school.  Testing info was shared, along with information on the PSAT and future college planning. 

Financial Aid 

Please join us on Monday, October 1, 2018 at 6:30 pm  in the PNHS Auditorium for an informative presentation about the 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) and all things related to Financial Aid (scholarships, loans, grants).  An area 
college representative will be here to outline the timeline and the instructions for completing the FAFSA. The FAFSA becomes 
available on Oct. 1.   Details will also be shared about many scholarship opportunities from the Kalamazoo Community      
Foundation. 

Academic Support 

Please encourage your student to seek help, if struggling, in his/her classes.  Many teachers are more than happy to help 
students before or after school. Encourage your child to make an appointment with a teacher for extra help.  Also, please try 
to communicate (as soon as possible) with the teacher in question, if/when a concern arises. 

Northern works very hard to ensure that all students learn and are successful in their classes.  After school, we offer the   
ASSIST Program. Students may attend voluntarily to seek extra time and practice with a certified teacher.  There are also 
student tutors available in the ASSIST room. The ASSIST room is open Monday-Thursdays from 2:50 to 4:50 pm in room 2137. 

College Info:  Seniors 

Seniors and parents of seniors:  please refer to the detailed Google Slides presentation and handouts that Counselors         
presented in all English 12 classes.  There is very important information in there regarding college application deadlines and 
procedures. Note that all transcripts must be requested electronically through Parchment.com.   Detailed instruction sheets 
were given regarding the websites for the Common App and Parchment. 

*Please note:  November 1 is a very common deadline for many competitive colleges… including U of M.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to know the deadlines for each school’s application. 

Help with College Apps 

Counselors will be available in the Media Center for help with all things related to college apps (applications, Parchment, SAT 
scores, Common App, transcripts, etc) during 1st and 2nd hours and again during 6th and 7th hours on these Fridays:  9/21, 
10/5 and 10/19.  Students must sign up 1 day prior in the Counseling Office.  Please bring specific questions and login info 
(usernames & passwords). 

Seniors~~  keep Oct. 15 in mind for Priority deadline for WMU.  To be eligible for the Medallion and other WMU merit       
scholarships, you must have a complete application filed online with WMU by Oct. 15.  If you meet the criteria to compete     
for the Medallion scholarship, WMU will contact you directly. The date for the Medallion competition is Nov. 18 this year. 
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Dual Enrollment 

Junior and Senior students who are interested in dual enrollment for the second semester of this year, the deadline for Dual 
Enrollment for WMU is Dec. 1.  Contact your counselor for the appropriate paper work early in November so that your     
request can be processed by Dec 1 for WMU's deadline. 

College Representatives 

Please check the bulletin board outside the counseling office for upcoming college reps and visits.  This schedule is also    
available online on our website. Students must sign up to attend a college visit at least one day prior to the event.  These 
presentations are mostly geared towards juniors and seniors (although sophomores are welcome to attend). A list of these 
college reps was presented in the class presentations. 

Freshmen Interviews 

In the next month or so, counselors will conduct “Freshmen Interviews”: a chance for each student to meet his/her counselor 
personally and to connect/ask questions and talk about their experience at Northern.  Counselors will reach out to meet and 
get to know each student. An individual folder with academic and other resources will be provided to each student. Be sure   
to ask your child for this folder. 

Sophomore Check-ins 

Counselors will be meeting with all sophomores to check in with them about how the year is going and to remind them of 
services/resources available.  We’ll continue the college research conversation and discuss post-secondary plans. We’ll     
address the unique scheduling opportunities for junior year, such as IB classes, EFE and EFA and Dual Enrollment. Again,          
a detailed resource packet will be provided in a folder with handouts and materials. 

Sophomore Career Exploration 

In all sophomore science classes (Biology), counselors will present a career exploration and awareness presentation with 
hands-on activities.  Students will receive a folder with career planning and exploration resources, along with career interest 
surveys and questionnaires. 

Lunch and Learn 

As part of career awareness and exploration, we are continuing our Lunch and Learn events from last year.  Typically, one 
Friday a month, we’ll bring in a guest speaker to talk about a particular career field. We’ll advertise ahead of time and       
interested students can sign up in the counseling office.  They need to sign up 1 day prior to the event. Free pizza will be 
provided. Students should bring their own beverage. Students will report to the community room during their regularly       
scheduled lunch hour.  While the presenter shares info about the career field (topics, education, training, job market, hands 
on activities), students will eat pizza and explore new job / career fields. A list of Lunch and Learn events is posted on our 
website, throughout the school and outside the Counseling Office.  If students or parents have a particular career field that 
they’d like to see presented (or if parents would like to volunteer to present about their work/field), please email Ms.       
DiMaggio (adimaggio@portageps.org).  We’ll do our best to include a variety of different topics as best as we can. 

ACT and SAT National Test Dates and Info 

All test dates, info and registration occur online through each test’s website. 

For ACT testing info, go to www.actstudent.org. 

For SAT testing info, go to www.collegeboard.com. 

Test Prep 

We are encouraging all students to continue their test prep for the SAT testing series (PSAT and SAT) by using the Khan    
Academy online.  Students can sign on for free with their PPS email address at www.khanacademy.com.  They can access    
pre-assessments and use the College Board’s test prep tools through the Khan Academy.  Counselors helped students set up 
accounts through the College Board and Khan Academy last year-- and helped them link the two accounts.  If students forgot 
their usernames or passwords, do not create a second account.  Complete the steps through the “forgot password” prompt 
on each site’s help page.   

mailto:adimaggio@portageps.org
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.khanacademy.com/
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

September 30 October 1 

IB Exam            
Registration begins              

pnexams.com 

Financial Aid Night 
6:30pm Auditorium 

2 3 

Count Day 

 

4 5 

Lunch+Learn      
‘Law Enforcement’ 

during both lunches 

6 

Portage XC Invite at 
WMS 7am-5pm 

Huskie Marching 
Band Invitational! 

 

7 8 

Picture Retakes! 

9 

Grad Bash meeting 
6pm in Community 

Room A 

10 

PSAT Testing for 
Juniors only 

9+10+12th graders 
report by 5th hour 

PN Parents Compass 
meeting 6:30pm 

11 12 

Half Day 

Home Football v. 
Gull Lake 

Post-Football Dance 
9-11pm 

 

13 

 

14 15 16 

Wind Ensemble  
Concert 7pm 

 

17 

Orchestra Concert 
7pm 

 

18 

Lunch+Learn 
‘Nursing’            

during both lunches 

19 

Freshman Movie 
Night hosted by 
LinkCrew 7pm 

20 

Marching Band: 
Jenison Invite 

21 22 23 

 

24 

 

25 

Choir Concert 7pm 

26 

 

27 

Marching Band: 
Westshore Invite 

28 29 

 

30 

 

31 

Senior Portraits    
due to Yearbook 

November 1 2 

HALF DAY 

End of 1st Quarter 

3 

Marching Band  
State Finals            
at Ford Field 

 

4 

Daylight Savings 
Time begins 

5 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences       
3:30-7:15pm 

 

6 

Election Day 

7 

PN Parents Compass 
11:30am           

Community Room 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences       
3:30-7:15pm 

8 9 

Lunch+Learn 
‘Veterinary Medicine 
during both lunches 

Opening Night   
Performance 

7:30pm 

 

 

10 

PN Bands’ Holiday 
Craft Show in     

Doghouse 10am 

Performance 
7:30pm 

 

 

11 

Matinee 2pm 

12 13 

Marching Band   
Awards Social 7pm 

14 

PN Parents Compass 
11:30am in        

Community Room A 

15 16 

Performance 
7:30pm 

17 

Breadlift 8am 

Performance 
7:30pm 

 

18 

Matinee 2pm 

19 20 21 

NO SCHOOL 

22 

Thanksgiving  

NO SCHOOL 

 

23 

NO SCHOOL 

24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

Lunch+Learn 
‘Surgical Medicine’ 

during both lunches  

December 1 

October/November 2018 


