
  

Huskie Tracks - February 2019 - Page    

SCHEDULING FOR 2019-2020 
We get a lot of questions about how scheduling works here at Northern.  The timeline this year is a bit more 
condensed due to all our snowdays. Here is a timeline of the process: 

Early February  At the end of exams, teachers will enter course recommendations into Skyward for core classes 
(English, math, science, social studies and world language).  These cannot be viewed on the family portal. 

February 11  Education for Employment/Arts presentations to Sophomores during their English classes. 

February 12-14 Counselors will visit all English classes for grades 9-11 and give each student their Scheduling Form 
showing the core recommendations from their teachers. Students will add their electives and alternates to this 
form and take home for parent discussion and signature.  It is also the student’s responsibility to enter their 
electives and alternates into Skyward, thus building their schedule requests for 2019-20.  Selected course 
values must total seven credits. 

  We encourage students to talk with their parents, teachers and counselors regarding course selection for next 
year.  It is imperative that all students and parents communicate well regarding course selection, as the 
opportunity to change classes in the fall will be extremely limited due to class sizes and teacher availability. 

  If a student would like to go off-recommendation for a given subject, they can pick up a form in the counseling 
office and take it to the teacher of that course for discussion.  Parent, teacher and student must all sign an Off-
Recommendation form and return it to the counseling office.  Only a counselor can remove a pre-loaded ‘core 
recommended’ class from a teacher and replace with a requested course. 

  Students need to enter their requests into Skyward by 8am on February 18, thus completing their part in the 
scheduling process.   

February 15  IB informational meeting with Sophomores during hours 6-7. 

February 18-26  Each counselor will meet one-on-one with every student in their case load to finalize each 
student’s course requests.  At that time, counselors will make necessary adjustments in Skyward and will review 
graduation requirements with students.  These meetings will be in the auditorium and the students will be 
called down by last name on one of these five school days.  They must bring their signed Scheduling Form, and 
EFE/EFA applications if applicable.   

Late August  Final schedules are available on Skyward typically the week before school starts but the exact date 
and time will be announced as it gets closer.     

If you have any questions or concerns about this process, please contact our Counseling office at 323-5475. 

 

SENIOR DATES TO KNOW 
We will send a senior-specific calendar home right around spring break with all the dates and details just for our 
Class of 2019, including Grad Bash sign-up information.  Dates can also be found now on our online school 
calendar.   

Also for seniors, Grad Bash produces the Senior Slide Show that is shown during Graduation and they are already 
actively collecting any high-school-era snapshots of our seniors.  These are typically candids and often fun group 
shots (not senior portraits), maybe from a performance, Prom, athletic events, at school, etc.  Don’t miss out the 
chance to see your student on the big screen at Miller Auditorium.  Please send your digital files to 
gradbash.pnhs@gmail.com and include the names of the students in the photo. 
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https://portageps.org/nhs/information/school-calendar/
https://portageps.org/nhs/information/school-calendar/
mailto:https://portageps.org/nhs/information/school-calendar/?subject=Grad%20Bash%20slideshow
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HALL OF FAME, WINTERFEST AND IGLOO PINK OUT! 
The PN Basketball programs will be hosting their 6th Annual PINK-OUT for Cancer Awareness on Friday, February 
8 during the women's and men's basketball games.  This is also the Winterfest game, so the Winterfest Court will 
be crowned during halftime.  Wear PINK! 

Before the games, we invite the Huskie community to join us at a meet-and-greet with this year’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame Inductees.  The induction ceremony will take place between the men’s and women’s games.  Congratulations 
to these true Huskies:  Tom Hamilton - Softball Coach, BreAnne McPhilamy - Basketball/Track, Mark Roberts - 
Basketball/Baseball, Emma Harris - Soccer. 

The women’s game starts at 5:45pm, and the men’s game tips off at 7:15pm.  You can find our full athletics 
schedule at pnhshuskies.org. 

 

WINTERFEST DANCE 
To wrap up Winterfest Week, the annual Winterfest semi-formal dance will be Saturday February 9 from 8-11pm  
in the Lower Level Commons.  Attire is semi casual and all grade levels are welcome to attend.  If students are 
bringing a guest from another school, they must have a completed guest pass on file in their grade level office 
beforehand or they will not be allowed entry.  Tickets will be sold at the door for $10 each.  

 

COUNT DAY 
Our official Count Day is Wednesday February 13.  This is a very 
important day in the educational world to ensure correct funding.  The 
State of Michigan requires verified attendance for each and every student, 
for each and every class period.  If your student is going to be gone for 
all or any part of the day, we will need written verification from a parent 
or guardian—the normal phone call is not sufficient on Count Day.  You 
may call your student in sick if needed, but when they return they will 
need to bring a note.  We appreciate your help in this process.   

 

AP EXAM REGISTRATION 
AP Exam Registration will run from February 1-March 1.  Exam 
registration will occur completely electronically at www.pnexams.com.   
AP Exams will cost $94 each this year.  If your student qualifies for 
free/reduced lunch, they may qualify for a reduced rate.  Please contact 
Mr. Rick Searing (rsearing@portageps.org) for details. 

 

SPRING CONFERENCES 
Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held Monday March 11 and Wednesday March 13 from 3:30pm-7:15pm.   
If you are unable to attend Parent Teacher conferences in person, we recommend emailing your student’s teachers 
to conference via email. 

 

YEARBOOK 
There is still time to get your 2019 yearbook on order.  They will be for sale until March 1. You can order online 
find information on our webpage to order online, or you can bring a check to our main office made out to PN 
Yearbook (please include your student’s name and grade on the check!). 

 

 

pnhshuskies.org
http://www.pnexams.com/
mailto:rsearing@portageps.org
https://portageps.org/nhs/organizations/yearbook/
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PARKING LOT MANNERS 
Do you drop off your student in the morning or pick up in the afternoon?  Here are some tips to keep in mind: 

 Be patient.  Remember when your student was a toddler and you were careful what you said within earshot 
because you knew there were watching and learning?  That same student is still watching and learning.  
Please model good parking lot etiquette and careful driving skills as they will likely be a driver very soon. 

 Watch for pedestrians. Both in our south and north lots, students and staff have to cross traffic to enter the 
building.  Please be very aware of people moving around the lots on foot—especially when it’s dark or the 
weather is iffy. 

 Pull as far forward as you can.  If your teenager is healthy, they are perfectly capable of walking an extra 
distance in order to reduce congestion and increase safety for all. 

 Please do not drop your high school student at the hairpin turn in the middle school lot.  That lot was not 
designed for vehicles stopping at that point and it further clogs their traffic flow.   

 In the morning, try to arrive before 7:30 in lieu of 7:35 or 7:40.  In the afternoon, trying arriving at 2:55 later 
instead of 2:40.  The different in the parking lot congestion with just that 10-15 minutes shift is remarkable. 

 When picking up a student athlete after practice, especially at the Doghouse, please park in an approved 
parking spot.  If your student is a participating athlete, we assume they are able to walk the extra steps 
across the parking lot to get to your vehicle.  The alternative is a dangerous row of cars along the curved 
drive down the hill as well as severe congestion in the small Doghouse parking lot, making for a very risky and 
frustrating pickup time for everyone. 

We appreciate your consideration and thoughtfulness in our student-focused environment. 
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IDAHO ROAD CLOSURE IN MARCH 
Please note that Idaho Street between Oregon and Westnedge will be completely 
closed to all through traffic due to road construction starting late March or early 
April.  The exact date will be weather dependent and will be shared widely when 
established.  The entire Northern campus will be working on an alternate 
entry/exit strategy but please know that this will cause extensive re-routing of 
typical traffic patterns and inevitable delays.   

The city of Portage has deemed it necessary to replace and connect water mains 
as well as add width and curbing.  This work will take longer than what can be 
finished in just summer break thus the early start.  The goal is to have all work 
complete before the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year.   

We will keep you updated with more details as they become available. 

   

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE INFO MEETING 
If your 8th, 9th or 10th grade student is considering participation in the International Baccalaureate Program 
during their junior and/or senior year, we encourage you to meet with Northern’s IB Coordinator, Rick Searing, at 
an informational session on Wednesday February 13 at 6:30pm in the PNHS Community Rooms (enter at the 
main doors nearest the Igloo). 
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NORTH MIDDLE SCHOOL PRESENTS...  
Shrek Jr!!  Based on the story and characters from the Oscar-winning Dreamworks Animation film, and adapted 
from the Blockbuster Broadway Musical, this hilarious production turns the world of fairytales upside down in a sing-
ing and dancing, must-see musical extravaganza. 

Join our unlikely hero, Shrek, and his noble steed 
Donkey as they set off on a quest to rescue the 
beautiful (if somewhat temperamental) Princess 
Fiona from her tower, guarded by a fierce and 
love-sick dragon.  Add the vertically challenged 
Lord Farquaad, a gang of misfit fairytale creatures, 
and a cookie with attitude, and you’ve got a recipe 
for adventure, laughter and quirky romance, guar-
anteed to delight audiences of all ages! 

If you’ve attended any North Middle productions in 
the past, you know they are not to be missed!  
Watch for ticket announcements and details as the 
show’s opening gets closer, but save a date on 
your calendar now.  Performances will be March 
16-24, 2019.  

GRAD BASH UPDATES 
February is a fabulous month to get involved with Grad Bash 2019! Even non-
Senior families can have fun and help with this amazing end of the year party 
for the PN Seniors, so please join us at one or more of our exciting and worth-
while events!   

Note we have a very special location planned and we have to report an exact 
head count earlier than is typical, so tickets will go on sale April 8, immediately 
after Spring Break and will only be available until the end of April.  So families 
can plan, this means prom tickets and Grad Bash tickets will be on sale at the 
same time.   

Fundraisers 

Pampered Chef Fundraising – who doesn’t need something new for their kitchen??  Going on now 
through February 11, you can view the catalog and order right online.  Items will be shipped direct to your 
home – super easy way to support Grad Bash! 

Wine Tasting Bus Trip - As this issue is going to print, the final details are being arranged for this exciting trip 
on February 16 with tastings at 3 or 4 wineries.  What a great Valentine's Day gift or a fun day with friends!  
Ticket sales information will be published in the announcements or on our website very soon!  

Spring Conferences Bake Sale – Delicious baked goodies will be needed for our sale and a Sign Up Genius for 
donations will be published at the end of the month.  Make sure to indulge and be generous at the Grad Bash 
Bake Sale table during Conference time!  

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser - Plans are being made for a great meal on March 23 so SAVE THE DATE!  Come 
join us from 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM for food and fun.  If you are attending North Middle School's musical that 
night, enjoy dinner before the show!  Ticket sales will begin February 18th. 

Our next meeting is February 12th at 6 PM in the Media Center.  All Senior parents who would like to learn more 
about Grad Bash 2019 are encouraged to attend.  We will be reviewing some details of this year's event, our    
budget, fundraising goals, deadlines, and important senior calendar dates. 

 

MENCHINGER FORENSICS TOURNAMENT 
Come see our award winning forensics team in action as Portage Northern proudly hosts the 44th Menchinger Invi-
tational on Saturday March 9 throughout our building.  Rounds start at 9am, 10:30am and noon, with semi-finals 
staring around 1:30, finals at 3:00, and awards by approx 5pm.  There will be volunteers on each floor to help you 
find an event to attend.  We recommend you arrive 30 minutes before the start of a round so there is time to locate 
an event and get settled.  Come cheer on these hardworking Huskies at this free event! 

https://www.pamperedchef.com/party/gradbash2019
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NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE 
Scheduling 

Class selection for the 2019-2020 school year for all students (current grades 8 – 11) will take place January 
through March.  Counselors will distribute Program of Study (PPS course selection and description) booklet to all 
8th graders the last week in January during detailed presentations.   Counselors will review graduation 
requirements and describe new programs to students.  These presentations will take place in all English classes. 
We encourage students to talk with their parents, teachers and counselors regarding course selection for next 
year.  It is imperative that all students and parents communicate well regarding course selection, as the 
opportunity to change classes in the fall will be extremely limited due to class sizes and teacher availability.  Again, 
we cannot stress enough the importance of listening well during these presentations, asking questions and being 
informed about graduation requirements.   

The scheduling process is as follows (with a timeframe of late January through mid-March): 

1.  Teachers will make core recommendations for students through Skyward.  These will not be able to be 
viewed through the family portal. 

2.  Students will receive a scheduling presentation from counselors in their English classes where they will also 
receive their scheduling form with printed teacher recommendations. 

3.  Students will complete the form with their parents, adding electives and any other additional core class(es) 
they would like to take, totaling 7 Credits.  Alternate courses (those courses they would like to take if an 
elective is unable to fit) MUST also be identified. 

4.  Students will log in to Skyward to register for courses prior to meeting with their counselor.  Teacher 
recommendations will already be added. 

5.  To wrap up the process, students will attend a one-on-one scheduling meeting with their counselor in the 
auditorium.  They must bring the REQUIRED, SIGNED scheduling form and any off recommendation forms 
(utilized when you are requesting to go against teacher recommendation), if applicable.  Questions will be 
addressed at this individual meeting...counselors will not have time to schedule additional meetings with 
students and/or parents prior to this time.   

Please understand that we cannot meet individually with students/parents prior to our individual meetings with 
students due to time constraints and the other obligations of our job descriptions. 

EFE and EFA Presentations 

Education for Employment (EFE) and Education for the Arts (EFA) will hold presentations here at Northern in 
February in all English classes for all sophomores.  All tenth graders will receive detailed information regarding EFE 
and EFA class options for the next academic year. EFE/EFA classes are slotted- meaning that we receive a certain 
number of seats for each class, based on our student enrollment.  Students will submit an application to our 
counseling office and a selection will be made late in February. Counselors will notify students of their status in the 
requested course. All students will be notified one way or another upon completion of selection. 

Second Semester 

All counselors will audit all students once first semester grades are posted.  They will change any math course to 
reflect the correct placement, if a student failed a math class first semester.  In addition, counselors will take note 
regarding any failed core classes and will appropriately schedule those classes back into the student’s schedule for 
second semester or next fall. 

FAFSA 

Remember that if your senior student is planning on attending a two or four year college or university next year, 
you should fill out your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) by March 1, 2019.  Students and families 
must file electronically at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Before filing, be sure to have your tax documents and required 
information available.  For more specific details about filing the FAFSA, please visit the counseling section on our 
website at nhs.portageps.org. 

Need help completing the FAFSA?   Financial aid experts will be here at KVCC during February to help 
students/parents start / complete the FAFSA online.  Students do not need to attend KVCC in order to take 
advantage of this service from their Financial Aid office.  Available dates are February 5, 12, 19, 26 from 4:30-6:30 
pm at their Texas Township Campus / Financial Aid Office:  Room 9210.  For questions, please call their office at 
269.488.4400. 

 



  

Huskie Tracks - February 2019 - Page 9 

ACT and SAT National Test Dates and Info 

All test dates, info and registration occur online through each test’s website.  For ACT testing info, go to 
www.actstudent.org.  For SAT testing info, go to www.collegeboard.com. 

7th Semester Grades 

For seniors who have been asked to submit their 7th semester grades (completed through first semester of senior 
year) by their college preference, they must log on to their Parchment account and request the 7th Semester 
transcript via their secure site.  All students who have applied to a college on the Common App, must request 
their mid-year report (7th semester) grades through Parchment to be sent to the Common App.  This step is the 
student’s responsibility. Students can log on now and click “hold for grades”.  Once semester grades have been 
posted by our Skyward system, the updated transcripts will automatically be sent to their colleges. 

Juniors:  College Board and Khan Academy 

All juniors have created individual accounts at the College Board (PSAT and SAT) and Khan Academy sites.  They 
have linked those two accounts to get personalized study guides and practice from Khan Academy for the 
upcoming SAT.  The Khan Academy uses the student’s previous PSAT score and creates an individualized study 
plan for students, based on their PSAT results.  We encourage all juniors to begin to practice online for the SAT. 
They were also reminded to write down (or document in some way) their username, password and security info 
for these sites.  If a student forgets which email they used, or if they forget their password for the site, do NOT 
create a new account.  Click on the “forgot password” link and follow the prompts. 

PSAT Scores 

The PSAT (junior year practice test for the SAT—and the National Merit Semi-Finalist Qualifying Test) scores 
arrived last month.   Score reports were available for students to pick up in the counseling office. 

All National Merit Semi-Finalist info will be announced or released in early September of 2018.   

10th Grade Career Exploration 

Counselors will give a class presentation on Career Exploration to all tenth graders this March in their science 
classes.  We’ll explore career development and interest and help students to begin to think about the many 
different career opportunities for their future. 

Lunch and Learn 

Continuing from first semester, Lunch and Learn events will be held throughout second semester. 
 Representatives from a variety of different careers will give short presentations to interested students during 
lunch periods in the community rooms.  These community businessmen and women will share information 
regarding their career and will discuss many career options for students within that particular field.  They will also 
hold a question and answer session for students. This opportunity is a great time for students to gain exposure 
and awareness to new careers, possible job fields, other work environments and work-related options.  Students 
need to sign up in the Counseling Office one day prior to each event. 

February 15: Skilled Trades:  Plumbing / Electrician / HVAC/R and other DC Plumbing 

March 15: Resume Building and Interview Skills Kristin Sullivan 

April 19: Welding KVCC 

May 10: Chiropractic Care / Medicine Dr. Carrie Sands 

Scholarships 

Be sure to check the scholarship book inside the counseling office for the latest updates and details regarding 
current scholarships.  If a student needs a transcript for a scholarship, they must request it electronically at 
Parchment.com. Ms. Kim Loiselle (323-5482) handles all scholarship details within the counseling office.  For 
questions, please feel free to call her. 

Unique PN Scholarships: 

Be sure to check out the PEF site from PPS main website for special scholarships that are only available to PN 
seniors.  Examples are the Robert Amrhein Scholarship, the Chuck Evans and more. 

For questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the counseling office at 323-5475.  
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Procedures for Placement and Transfer of Resident/In-District Students 
 
Portage Public Schools and the district Board of Education have developed guidelines with the expectation 
that students are to enroll in school based on the location of their permanent residence (i.e. where the child 
regularly resides and spends the night under the supervision of a parent or legal guardian). The Board of  
Education approves attendance boundaries after considering recommendations made by the District’s admin-
istration. The District strives to provide a consistent set of high quality programs and services at each school 
site so that every student’s academic needs can be appropriately addressed, under normal circumstances, at 
any school within the District’s boundaries. 
 

1.  Attendance at an assigned school will be considered automatic unless the legal parent or guardian 
requests, in writing, that the District consider one (or more) special circumstance(s) that likely would im-
pact the student’s educational experience. The recommended decision will be based on a collaborative 
discussion between school and district level administrators, a review of information provided by the par-
ent or legal guardian, and any other pertinent information that may be reasonably and legally obtained 
by the principal concerning the student’s needs. The final decision will be made by the Instructional Ser-
vices Office. 
 
2.  A request for another building can be made by families experiencing unusual circumstances or cases 
of extreme hardship and if approved will remain in effect unless it becomes necessary to reduce numbers 
in a building or to accommodate neighborhood enrollment. 
 
3.  Approved moves may be rescinded if attendance or behavior issues are apparent, and it is recom-
mended by school personnel that returning to the home school would best serve the needs of the child. 
The final decision would be made by the Instructional Services Office. 
 
4.  Special Education programs and services for students with disabilities are regulated by legislation. Ad-
ministrative rules determine maximum class size in these programs. 
 

The 2019/20 In-District Transfer Application can be found on the district website at https://portageps.org/ 
enrollment/transfer/. Applications must be submitted by March 31, 2019 for consideration. Parents will be 
notified as to the status of their request no later than May. 

 
Transportation will be the families’ responsibility. 
 
Notes for current transfer families: 
 
If you have a current in-district transfer student(s) that has previously been approved per district 
guidelines you do not need to reapply to continue to attend the same school, unless otherwise noted in your 
approval letter. 
 
If you have a current non-resident transfer student(s) you w ill need to contact your resident dis-
trict to request a release for the 2019-20 school year and submit a new application. This needs to be done by 
March 31 each year. 
 
If you have a current non-resident 105c transfer student (still l iving at the same address) or a 
PA227 transfer student (and your employment status hasn ’t changed), placement is considered per-
manent and you do not need to reapply to continue attending Portage Public Schools. 
 
Questions may be directed to the building principal or the Instructional Services Office (323-5140). 

https://portageps.org/enrollment/transfer/
https://portageps.org/enrollment/transfer/
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

3 4 

Exams 4-5 

Winterfest:        
PJ Day 

 

5 

Exams 6-7 

Winterfest: 
TieDye Day 

6 

2nd Semester 
Starts (finally!) 

Winterfest:    
Country vs      

Country Club Day 

 8th Grade Parent 
Night 6:30pm 

7 

Winterfest: 
Throwback Day 

8 

Winterfest:     
PINK OUT  

Hall of Fame    
Induction at BBall 

games 

9 

Winterfest Dance 
8-11pm          

Lower Commons 

 

10 

 

11 

EFE/EFA        
presentations to 

sophomores 

12 

Scheduling 
presentations to 

grades 9-11 

Community     
Dialogue on     
Elementary     

Facilities 6:30pm          
Lower Commons 

13 

Scheduling 
presentations to 

grades 9-11 

PN Parents     
Compass    
11:30am 

IB Parent Night 
6:30pm         

Community 
Rooms 

Band Boosters 
7:30pm 

14 

Scheduling 
presentations to 

grades 9-11 

Band Pre-Festival 
Concert 7pm 

15 

Lunch+Learn:  
Pluming and 

Skilled Trades   
During both 

lunches 

IB Informational 
meeting with 

sophomores 6th-
7th hours 

16 

PN Bands        
Mattress       

Fundraiser    
10am-5pm at 
North Middle 

School 

Forensics Mock 
Tournament 
10am-3pm 

17 18  

8am deadline for 
students to enter 
class requests for 

2019-2020  

One-on-One 
Scheduling  

19 

One-on-One 
Scheduling  

20 

One-on-One 
Scheduling  

 

 

21 22 

NO SCHOOL 

MidWinter Break 

23 

24 25 

NO SCHOOL 

MidWinter Break 

26 

One-on-One 
Scheduling  

27 

Orchestra Concert 
7pm 

28 March 1 

Deadline for      
AP Exam          

Registration               
pnexams.com 

Yearbook order 
deadline 

2 

3 4 5 6 

LinkCrew meeting 
7am or 2:45 pm 

7 

 

8 

Half Day 

9 

Forensics 
Menchinger    
Tournament 

 

10 

 

11 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences  
3:30-7:15pm 

12 

Grad Bash      
meeting 6pm 

13 

Jostens delivering 
grad announce-

ments 10am-1pm 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences  
3:30-7:15pm 

14 

Senate Blood 
Drive 

15 

Lunch+Learn      
Topic:             

Resume Building,        
Interviewing Skills 

16 

MSBOA State Solo 
& Ensemble HERE 

NMS Musical 
Opening Night:   
Shrek Jr  7pm    

February/partial March 2018 


