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NEW TRAFFIC PATTERNS AROUND CAMPUS 
News from PPS:  As we approach the completion of the new North Middle School construction and get ready for 
the school to open in the fall, you can anticipate new traffic patterns around the schools after spring break and 
through the summer.   We will begin staging for the demolition of the current North Middle School (starting as 
soon as school is out for the summer), and the construction of a parking lot to support the new building. We will 
also begin preparing the site for construction of the new Portage Northern Natatorium which will begin 
September.  

In addition, the City of Portage has two road improvement projects involving Idaho Street and Milham Road.   The 
Idaho construction project will be extensive and will close this street starting late April 2019.  The Milham project is 
less extensive, and will not be closed but will impact traffic flow in and around our campus at times.  We have 
been working closely with the City of Portage, and construction management to come up with the safest and least 
disruptive plan possible.   To assist you in navigating these improvement projects please refer to the enclosed map 
while reviewing the anticipated changes and timeline described below with numbers corresponding the map: 

End of April 

1.  Construction of Idaho will begin. This 
road will be closed to all traffic during the 
construction and limiting access to PN on 
the east to Oregon.  We anticipate this will 
be the case throughout the summer. 

After Spring Break, April 8, 2019 

2.  There will be a new middle school drop 
off loop at Milham and Constitution. We 
encourage all middle school parents to 
drop their students off using this loop. 

3.  The current middle school drop off loop 
will also become staff parking, and will be 
available if you need to drop something to 
your student or pick them up for an 
appointment during the school day. 

4.  All high school students who drive to 
school will be asked to enter the school 
parking lot via Monticello St.  This will 
alleviate congestion on Idaho for parents 
who are dropping high school student at 
the current Northern High School loop. 

5.  The bus loop configuration will remain 
unchanged. 

Beginning June 17, 2019 

Demolition of the old North Middle School 
and staging for the new natatorium will 
begin. This will limit access to Oregon. We 
will direct all High School traffic to enter 
from Monticello and park in the student 
parking at the back of the school.   
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SENIOR CALENDAR—UPCOMING EVENTS 
Yes, it's April already!  And in another blink of an eye, your 'baby' will be tossing his or her graduation hat high into 
the air.  Where have those years gone?  These next two months will be very full w ith an assortment of 
activities and events for all of you, and to help you stay focused and organized with all the dates and data you’ll 
need, we will mail a SENIOR CALENDAR in early April and it will also be posted on our Huskie home page.    

Here are a few highlights from that calendar: 

Mon April 15 Senior class meeting, 1st hour in the auditorium (students only) 

Thur April 18 Senior Speaker Auditions, Community Rooms, 3pm (draft speeches due April 16) 

Tues April 30 Senior class Academic Awards meeting during 4th hour (students only)  

Wed May 1 Cap and Gown Distribution 10am-1pm 

Thur May 2 Senior Academic Awards Ceremony 6:30pm 

Mon May 20 Senior Breakfast 7am, Lower Commons 

Thurs May 30  Graduation at Miller Auditorium 7pm 

 

ACADEMIC AWARDS 
Seniors who have earned an Academic Award will be honored on Thursday May 2 in the evening, beginning at 
6:30pm.  Invitations will be mailed to seniors who qualify.  Seniors should report to the Lower Commons by 6pm. 
 
Our underclassmen are also honored for their academic achievements, each class with their own ceremony during 
the day on May 2.  Qualifying students will receive invitations in the mail.  Ceremony times are: 
 

11th grade 8:35 am         10th grade 10:25 am         9th grade 12:52 pm 
 
 

SENIOR GRADUATION SPEAKERS 
Seniors interested in speaking at graduation must submit a copy of a 2-3 minute speech to Mrs. Dixon via email at 
adixon@portageps.org no later than 3pm Tuesday, April 16.  Late speeches will not be accepted.  Auditions will be 
held in the Community rooms at 3pm Thursday April 18 and will be presented in front of 4-5 teachers and at least 
one administrator.  

 

PN CHOIRS PRESENTS CABARET 2019 
You will not want to miss the choir department's annual Spring Cabaret. Mr. Robert Jordan, our vocal music 
director, will be leaving our staff at the end of the school year to pursue his Doctorate in Music Education at 
Columbia University in NYC, so the student-chosen theme of “Changes” is especially appropriate this year.  Don’t 
miss Mr. Jordan’s last Cabaret directing our talented students. 

Performances will be Friday May 10 at 7pm, and Saturday May 11 at 2pm and 7pm.  Tickets will include dessert 
and a hot beverage of your choice and can be purchased online at pndrama.org later in April (exact date to be 
announced).  Save the date on your calendar!   

 

PROM 2019 
The Seniors are formally invited to join the Juniors in a farewell celebration dance that they will never forget. This 
year's prom, with "Masquerade" theme, will be held at the historic State Theater.  Prom will be on Saturday, April 
27 from 8pm-11pm.    

We would love to see Juniors and Seniors in their finest attire dancing the night away. Tickets are $40 each or $75 
for two in advance, and $50 at the door.  Tickets are on sale in the counseling office (make checks to Portage 
Northern Prom).  

Students must have a completed guest pass if they are bringing a friend from a non-PPS high school.  If their 
guest attends Portage Central or Community High, they will simply need to bring their official school ID. 

http://nhs.portageps.org
mailto:adixon@portageps.org
http://www.pndrama.org
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NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE 

 
We hope you all had a happy and healthy Spring Break.   Here are a few notes and upcoming events from our 
Counseling Office. 

 

Scheduling 
Thank you for your help in guiding your student(s) through the scheduling process for next year.  Spring is the 
time in which the master schedule for the 2019/2020 school year is created and refined.  Freshmen will receive 
their schedules at freshmen orientation and students in grades 10-12 will access their skyward account toward the 
end of summer.  Counselors will contact students via their school email with any concerns or questions regarding 
schedules or potential class conflicts. All communication regarding next year’s schedule should be handled in the 
same manner, through school email.  We apologize that we cannot make individual appointments for scheduling 
questions, as we just met with all students individually in February. All communication must be initiated via email 
to the counselor. Thank you for respecting this process. 

  

Sophomores 
Counselors will visit all tenth grade science classes in May to give class presentations on career explorations. 
 Students will do hands-on activities to explore different career options. We’ll do an interactive presentation 
 designed to get the students’ to think outside the box when it comes to career options.  The discussions will 
include some of the most popular careers and will investigate other careers in that same area that may be lesser 
known. For example, many students dream of playing a professional sport, but what other jobs are tied to 
professional sports that may be a better fit for the individual student??  Students will be encouraged to begin to 
explore career options that align with their individual strengths and areas of interest by using specific resources 
available to them. Counselors will provide all sophomores with a career planning folder with several printed 
resource materials. 

 

Junior Interviews & College / Career Presentations 
Throughout late spring, counselors will meet with each junior student individually to discuss post-secondary plans. 
We will focus on the college application process in three phases:  research, application and scholarships. Very 
detailed info will be given to all juniors. There will be a timeline of action items and a list of web resources. 
Resources and information for post-secondary career options will be explored and discussed at the same time. 

 

Seniors 
There will be a senior field trip to KVCC on April 26 for any student interested in attending KVCC in the fall. 
 Seniors will tour campus, meet with an academic advisor and a financial aid representative. They will also have 
the opportunity to register their classes for the fall semester of 2019.  This trip will serve as the required 
orientation that all incoming first year college students must complete prior to starting classes in the fall. Sign-ups 
occurred in early March; space was limited to 25 students.   

 

Seniors 
Counselors will visit your English classes in late Spring (May) to discuss your last steps for your final transcript. 
 Students who are planning on attending a two- or four- year college in the fall of next year must request their 
high school final transcript through Parchment.com to be sent to the school to where they plan to attend.  Log in 
to your Parchment account, choose your school. Under the drop down menu, choose “hold for grades”. Your 
transcript will be sent after second semester grades are finalized and updated in June. 

 

Scholarships 
All students are encouraged to check out the counseling office scholarship book in our office.  For any scholarship 
questions or concerns, please contact Ms. Kim at 323-5464 or kloiselle@portageps.org.   

 

National Testing Dates 
For test dates and registration, please visit the appropriate websites: 
 
ACT:  www.actstudent.org      
SAT:  www.collegeboard.com           

Last testing date is June.  No tests scheduled over summer. 

mailto:kloiselle@portageps.org
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
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FORENSICS UPDATES 
The Portage Northern Forensics team invites everyone to their Evening of Champions on Friday April 19, 
beginning at 6p.m. in the auditorium.  Come watch the top Forensics performers as they prepare for the State 
tournament.   

The evening will allow you to see up to 26 different events and travel to different rooms to see performers of 
your choice.  We wish the entire team good luck as they prepare to compete at the State Forensics Tournament 
on May 3-4 at Oakland University! 

If your forensics student is planning to attend the Mackinac tournament May 17-19, there is a Mandatory Parent 
meeting on Tuesday May 7 at 6:30pm in the auditorium. 

 

IB AND AP TESTING 
IB and AP testing will begin Friday May 3 and run through Friday May 24.  The full schedule is posted at 
pnexams.com, including start times, rules, locations and even lists of which tests individual students signed up 
for in case a parent or student has questions.   

Friday April 26, 4-8pm 
Saturday April 27, 9am-2pm 

https://www.pnexams.com
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TESTING SCHEDULE 
Portage Northern High School is actively preparing for the April 9-10 administration of the College Board suite of 
assessments.  In order to create the best possible testing environment for students, Portage Public Schools has cre-
ated a modified timetable for those dates. The schedule is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*TRANSPORTATION: All PPS buses w ill run on the regular schedule.  All students who ride the bus to 
school on April 9 or 10, and are not testing, must report to the Lower Commons until classes start.  Students choos-
ing not to ride the bus must provide their own transportation. Buses for off-campus classes will run as usual. 

REQUIRED: The SAT and ACT WorkKeys tests are part of the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) and area a requirement of 
the Michigan Department of Education for all juniors.  In addition, to be endorsed for graduation by the Portage 
Public School’s Board of Education, students are also required to perform to the best of their ability on the exams. 

The PSAT 9 & 10 assessments are a pre-cursor to the SAT and provide valuable feedback to students, parents and 
staff. 

ATTENDANCE: Every effort should be made to be in attendance and punctual on these days.  SAT policy prohibits 
examinees to enter the test room after test booklets have been distributed.  The MME test schedule supersedes all 
other off-site class obligations. 

Note: Juniors will also be taking the M-STEP online Michigan test in Science and Social Studies on Tuesday, April 16, 
2019. There will be no change in the school schedule during this testing. 

Please remember, Portage Northern’s schedule trumps all off-campus classes. 

 

Tuesday  4/9 Wednesday  4/10 

9th graders 
PSAT for all 9th grade  
beginning at 9:30am * 

Classes start after testing and lunch break 

No school in the morning for 9th grade 
Late start for classes as outlined below * 

10th graders No school in the morning for 10th grade 
Late start for classes as outlined below *  

PSAT10  for all 10th grade 
beginning at 7:40am 

then schedule outlined below 

11th graders 
SAT with Essay for all 11th grade 

beginning at 7:40am 
then lunch and schedule outlined below 

ACT WorkKeys for all 11th grade 
beginning at 7:40am 

then schedule outlined below 

12th graders 
No school in the AM * 

Report no later than 1:25pm 
or by 12:50 if on-campus lunch is desired 

No school in the AM * 
Report by normal 5th hour 

12:50-1:20  
Lunch served 

11:22-12:47 
Normal 5th hour / lunches 

All grades 

1:25-1:47 
1st hour  

12:52-1:25 
4th hour  

1:52-2:14 
2nd hour  

1:30-2:03 
6th hour  

2:19-2:40 
3rd hour  

2:08-2:40 
7th hour  
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NOTE: Grad Bash is not sponsored, planned nor chaperoned by Portage Public Schools nor Portage Northern 
High School.  Here’s an update from the Grad Bash parent committee: 

Seniors, don’t miss this unforgettable 24 hour event  
at a venue never used before for a PN Grad Bash!   

Tickets will be on sale April 8-12 during both lunches, including the adjusted lunch schedules on April 9+10.  
It is very important for Seniors to sign up during that week to ensure their seat on the bus and their hotel 
room with friends!  

The information for this Huskie Tracks issue was due before our most recent fundraisers had been tallied, so 
please see our Grad Bash page on the PN Parents Compass website for the ticket price.  Grad Bash infor-
mation along with our Registration and Waiver Form were mailed to all senior parents in March.  If you need 
another copy of our Form, you can find it here on our page on the Compass website.  When purchasing a 
Grad Bash ticket, those seniors wishing to ride the bus and room together should register and sign up at the 
same time.  Seniors will need to submit their completed Registration and Waiver Form along with ticket pay-
ment in order to sign up for their bus and hotel room.  There will be four seniors per room and partially filled 
rooms will not be possible. 
 
Ticket sales, registration and sign ups after April 12th will need to be made by contacting Grad Bash Co-Chair 
Sheila Labian at slabian4ceo@aol.com.  The Last Chance day to purchase a ticket is April 26th unless 
the buses are filled before then. 
 
Our planning calendar with important Senior dates and Grad Bash dates can be found here on our Grad Bash 
page.  Use this calendar to get you through these fast and furious weeks leading up to Graduation! 
 
Taco Bob’s Fundraiser – April 16th ALL DAY – Eat at Taco Bob’s anytime on the 16th and Grad Bash will receive 
a percentage of the sales. 
 
Casino Bus Trip Fundraiser – Come join us on April 20th from 5 PM to 10 PM for a Bus Trip to FireKeepers Ca-
sino!  Tickets are $50 each and include: a $20 casino credit voucher, a $5 food/beverage voucher, transporta-
tion to and from the casino, and complimentary drinks and snacks on the bus.  Bring your picture ID and a 
FireKeepers card if you have one.  The bus will leave from and return to Portage Northern’s Student Parking 
Lot.  Buy your ticket for this fun evening here!  
 
May 20th is the deadline to turn in photos for the senior video shown prior to Graduation at Miller, shown on 
the buses to Grad Bash, and included in the Official PN Graduation Video being offered this year.  Pictures 
should be of the high school years only and the more seniors in the picture the better.  A selfie of each senior 
would be great too.  Please send digital photos (.jpg format) to gradbash.pnhs@gmail.com to be included in 
the video. 
 
Underclassmen parent volunteers are needed to help load buses after graduation.  Sign up here if you can 
help.  Senior parents are still needed to chaperone Grad Bash.  Sign up here to be a part of the last event for 
the Class of 2019!   
 
Our next meeting is April 9th at 6 PM in Community Room A.  All senior parents/guardians who would like to 
learn more about Grad Bash 2019 are encouraged to attend.  Butter Braid orders will also be delivered at this 
time. 

https://pnparentscompass.wordpress.com/grad-bash/
https://pnparentscompass.wordpress.com/
mailto:slabian4ceo@aol.com
https://pnparentscompass.wordpress.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49acaf23a0f58-casino
mailto:gradbash.pnhs@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4aaba92ba31-thesuper
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4aaba92ba31-thesuper
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

7 

Last day of   
Spring Break 

8 9 

SAT/PSAT9      See 
page 5        for 

details 

Grad Bash     
meeting 6pm 

10 

SAT/PSAT10     
See page 5        
for details 

IB Extended    
Essay Evening 

6:30pm 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

Forensics         
Regional            

Tournament 

 

14 

 

15 

Senior Class      
meeting 1st hour 

16 

MSTEP testing 

Graduation    
speaker speeches 

due by 3pm 

Talent Show    
auditions 3-6pm 

17 

PN Parent      
Compass meeting 

11:30am 

Talent Show    
auditions 3-6pm 

Marching Band 
Kickoff 7pm in 

Auditorium 

18 

Graduation   
speaker auditions 

3-5pm 

Talent Show         
auditions 3-6pm 

19 

Lunch+Learn     
Topic:            

Chiropractic    
Medicine  

Forensic Evening 
of Champions      

6-9pm 

20 

21 22 

EFA Informance 
7:30pm 

23 

SAT/PSAT      
Makeup date 

24 

SAT/PSAT    
Makeup date 

25 26 

PN Bands Garage 
Sale 4-8pm 

27 

PN Bands Garage 
Sale 9am-2pm 

Prom 2019         
8-11pm 

28 

IB Celebration     
at PNHS 3pm 

 

29 30 

Senior Academic 
Awards meeting 
(students only)    

4th hour 

May 1 

Jostens here to 
deliver 

cap+gowns 

2 

Academic Awards: 

Juniors 8:35am 

Sophomores 
10:25am 

Freshmen 
12:52pm 

Seniors 6:30pm 

3 

HALF DAY 

 

4 

Forensic State 
Tournament 

 

5 6 7 

Forensics       
Mackinac Parent 
Meeting 6:30pm 

8 

PN Parents     
Compass  6:30pm  
“College: Dream 

vs Reality” 

9 10 

Lunch+Learn    
Topic: Welding 

Cabaret 7pm 

11 

Cabaret         
2pm and 7pm 

12  

Mother’s Day 

13 14 

Grad Bash     
meeting 6pm 

NMS/NHS Spring 
Choir Concert  7pm 

 

15 16 

NMS/NHS Spring 
Band Concert 7pm 

17 

Forensics      
Mackinac        

Tournament 

18 

Forensics      
Mackinac        

Tournament 

April and partial May 2019 


