
Portage Social Studies Department 
Summer Reading 2019-2020 

Honors Modern American 
History 9 

Honors 9 is a challenging course; we read difficult 

historical content at a brisk pace, there will be 

required reading and/or writing on a regular basis, 

and late work is only accepted under exceptional 

extenuating circumstances. 

In preparation for the school year, there is one 

historical graphic novel required for summer reading 

that must be completed prior to the first day of 

class. The graphic novel is short and we 

recommended reading it a couple of times to help 

you understand the material more in depth. After 

you have read and understand the material 

complete the reflection assignment that is included 

with this letter. 

This graphic novel will be discussed within the first 

two weeks of school when we discuss the 

anniversary of the events on September 11. 

Required Reading Information: 
Book: The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation 
Authors: Sid Jacobson & Ernie Colon 
ISBN: 978-0809057399 

Objectives: 
• Learn to read more carefully and critically. 

• Become engaged with the subject matter -

question it, agree with it, disagree with it, 

compare it to other issues, make 

connections. 

• Come to see reading and writing as a way 

of exploring and learning about a subject, 

rather than just a product to be judged. 

• Move from merely summarizing material 

into analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating 

literature. 

• Make meaning for yourself rather than look 

to teachers for the "right answers." 

• Become a more effective reader and 

thinker. 
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Students will pick up a copy of the book and summer 
assignment from their counselor when they enroll or if they 
attend Portage Public Schools receive a copy from their 
Middle school teacher Social Studies before summer. 





Name: -----------
Honors Modern American History: 9th grade 

As you read please follow directions and complete the following work to be done when 
you report to school in the fall. We will be discussing and processing this information 

together on 9/11. 

The 9/11 Report Summer Reading Assignment 
Important People/Organizations 
Please identify the following important people/organizations related to the events of 9/11 

George W. Bush 

Dick Cheney 

Condoleezza Rice 

Donald Rumsfeld 

Richard Clark 

Colin Powell 

Rudy Giuliani 

FM 

NORAD 

NEADS 

Usama (Osama) Bin Ladin (spelled this way in the book) 

Khalid Sheikh Mohammed (KSM) 

Mohamed Atta 

Ramzi Binalshibh 

Marwan Al Shehh 

Ziad Jarrah 

Al Qaeda 

Taliban 

General Musharraf 



As you read, pay special attention to the pictures in the graphic adaptation, The 9/11 Report. Find 8 

pictures in the book that stand out to you and fill aut the chart below, giving a description of what you 
see in the picture and a brief explanation of why it stands out to you. 

Page# Description of Picture Why it stands out to you 



Please answer all the questions listed below in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper. 
Typed if possible. 

From pages 5-29 

What almost prevented the terrorists from getting on flight 77? 

What methods were used by the hijackers to overtake the passengers and pilots? Were they successful 
in reaching all of their targets? Why or why not? 

On page 29, list one of the commission's conclusions that surprise or stand out to you. 

From pages 30-51 answer the following questions 

How and when did Bin Laden become the leader of Al Qaeda? 

What happened to the American Embassies in 1998? 

List several events/ lack of change that prevented the government from understanding the threat of Al 
Qaeda. 

Who did the United States enlist in helping to track down Bin Laden? 

From pages 52-77 answer the following questions 
Explain Khalid Sheikh Mohammed's (KSM) background and role in the 9/11 attacks. 

What are some common characteristics of the hijackers? What sort of training and practice did the they 
receive? How was this different for the Hamburg group? 

Describe the approach to dealing with terrorism in 1999 and 2000. How did this change as a response to 

the USS Cole attack? After President Bush took office?. 

From pages 78-98 answer the following questions 

Explain what happened on Feb. 26th, 1993? What did this event expose about the vulnerability in New 

York's emergency preparedness? 

Write down the times and locations of the plan attacks on the World Trade Center. Write down the times 
of the collapse of the south and north towers of the WTC. (mini timeline of events) 



Describe the attack on the Pentagon, at 9:37 am on Sept 11th, 2001. 

From pages 99-131 answer the following questions 

Less than two weeks after the attacks of 9/11, the Office of Homeland Security was created. (This 
eventually became what is known today as the Department of Homeland Security) What was the purpose 
of the creation of this new organization? 

The United States planned to go to war in Afghanistan against Al Qaeda and the Taliban. What were the 
three phases of what was known as Operation Enduring Freedom? 

More than four years after the attacks of 9/11, the Commission issued a report card evaluating the actions 
taken by the President and Congress in response to the recommendations that had been handed along 
over the years. Take a look at that report card on page 131. Share your thoughts and reactions to those 
grades, along with any questions that you may have at this time. 


