
Portage Northern English Department 
Honors English 10 

Mandatory Summer Reading Assignment - 20/21 School Year 
 

Introduction: 
All of our English courses at NHS are college and career preparatory. Honors 10 provides an 
additional level of challenge for the learner who is passionate about and committed to 
challenging themselves in the English classroom. We read difficult literature at a brisk pace, 
there will be required / writing each night, and late work is only accepted under exceptional 
extenuating circumstances. In addition, there are numerous formal public speaking experiences 
throughout the year.  
 
In preparation for the school year, there are two pieces of required summer reading that must 
be completed prior to the first day of class. For each of the summer reading novels, you are 
expected to take detailed notes, bring them to class with you the first day, and be ready to write, 
discuss, and speak about each. See the attached page for information regarding what 
specifically is required in the notes and how they will be graded.  
 
Each novel will be used during the opening weeks of school and then serve as a building block 
for coursework in this and future classes.  
 
Required Texts: 
(non-fiction) 
The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates  
By Wes Moore 
ISBN: 978-0385528207 

 
(fiction) - choose one  

1. Nectar in a Sieve by Kamala Markandaya 
2. 1984 by George Orwell 
3. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
4. A Separate Peace by John Knowles 

**any edition of these novels may be used.  
 
Additional Materials: 
In addition to reading the two novels above, students should start the school year with a 1 to 2 
inch three ring binder, various writing utensils, highlighters, colored pencils, and a single-subject 
lined paper notebook (college ruled) for use in this class only.  
 

Questions about the summer reading can be directed to NHS English Department chair Dr. 
Amanda Thorpe at athorpe@portageps.org, who will then get you in contact with the 

appropriate Honors English 10  teacher. 

mailto:athorpe@portageps.org


Summer Reading Notes Grading Rubric 
 
Components of excellent literary note-taking: 

● Identify and discuss the exposition (time and place) 
● Descriptions of major characters 
● Identify and discuss major literary elements, such as theme, symbol, and motif 
● Summarize important plot points and discuss their importance when relevant (What did 

the author do, why did they do it, what effect does it have on the reader, what effect 
does it have on the plot) 

● Identify and discuss key quotations and include their page numbers 
 
Grading: 
 

A+  A B C D E 

Includes all of 
the required 
elements at 
an exemplary 
level  

Includes all of 
the required 
elements at a 
basic level  

Includes 
most of the 
required 
elements at 
an exemplary 
level  

Includes 
most of the 
required 
elements at a 
basic level  

Includes 
some of the 
required 
elements at 
an exemplary 
level  

Includes 
some of the 
required 
elements at a 
basic level; 
includes 
none of the 
required 
elements  

 
Notes may be typed or untyped, but must be legible. Ideal length is the equivalent of 4 typed, 

bullet point pages for each text.  
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Comments: 
 
 


