
IB 2 English A, Literature -  Summer Reading  2020-21 
 
Goal: to support our preparation for the IO, which will take place in October of 2020 
 
Rationale: The more familiar you are with your global issue, the more refined lens you will have to identify 
how that issue is manifest in the text and the more prepared you will be to discuss that relationship at length in 
your IO.  
 
Task 1: Make a decision.  Now that we are done with the literature choices for the I.O., choose one 40 line 
passage from a work in translation and one 40 line passage from a work written in English (from your IB1 
reading selections) that both highlight the same global issue. Type out both passages and then craft a complete 
thesis that tells the authors, passages, and the global issue that they illustrate.  
 
Task 2: Use the research tools available through the school library and credible resources on the internet to 
research your global issue. IB defines the three important traits of a global issue as:  

1. It has significance on a wide / large scale 
2. It is transnational 
3. Its impact is felt in everyday local contexts 

 
For each of the three areas, write a one-page double space (Times NewRoman, 12 pt. font) synthesis of your 
research that features a strong thesis, utilizes transition words and phrases to move between ideas, incorporates 
evidence using the SEA method, and utilizes correct MLA citations. Each one-page essay should have a 
correctly-formatted MLA works cited page.  
 
Task 3: Write a one page, double-spaced reflection after completing parts 1 and 2. In this reflection, use 
first-person point of view to document how your thinking about your global issue changed as you worked 
through this assignment. What about your thinking was confirmed, challenged, expanded? What new insights 
do you have for your passages? Are you still committed to these passages, or has your research pointed you in a 
direction of a “better fit” passage for your global issue? The IO will also require you to speak broadly about the 
permeation of the global issue in the rest of the work. What other examples can you find now that you’ve 
researched? 
 
The finished fruits of this will be (at least) 4 typed, double-spaced pages. Print them, staple them in the order 
they are described in this assignment, and have them ready to go on the first full day of class.  
 
Reach out to Scott Crocker (scrocker@portageps.org) and Amanda Thorpe (athorpe@portageps.org) with 
questions.  
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