Portage Northern English Department
Honors English 9
Mandatory Summer Reading Assignment - 22/23 School Year
Introduction:
All of our English courses at NHS are college and career preparatory. Honors 9 provides an additional
level of challenge for the learner who is passionate about and committed to challenging themselves in
the English classroom. We read difficult literature at a brisk pace, there will be required reading / writing
each night, and late work is only accepted under exceptional extenuating circumstances.
In preparation for the school year, there are two pieces of required summer reading that must be
completed prior to the first day of class. For each of the summer reading novels, you are expected to
take detailed notes, bring them to class with you along with the text on the first day, and be ready to
write, discuss, and speak about each accurately and confidently. See the attached page for information
regarding what specifically is required in the notes and how they will be graded.
Each novel will be used during the opening weeks of school and then serve as a building block for
coursework in this and future classes, so it is important that students have their own physical copies of
the novels that they bring to class with them. If it is a literal impossibility for you to attain these books,
have your adults reach out to the department chair at the information listed below before June 3 and
books will be made available for you before the end of the year.
Required Texts:
The Odyssey by Homer
Graphic novel version by Gareth Hinds
Publisher: Candlewick
ISBN: 978-0763642686
**note** please read the attached information about how to read a graphic novel
prior to beginning your experience with this work
Fiction (choose one of the following):
1. Girls Like Us by Gail Giles
2. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian
by Sherman Alexie
3. The Talking Drum by Lisa Braxton
4. Illegal by Bettina Restrepo
Additional Materials:
In addition to reading the two novels above, students should start the school year with highlighters,
colored pencils, and a single-subject lined paper notebook (college ruled) devoted only to this class.

Grading
The following components demonstrate pre-IB level literary note taking and are required:
You should take these notes WHILE you are reading, so knowing what you’re looking for ahead of time
and stopping every now and then to write can be helpful. Don’t just read for what is happening, read with
a critical eye so that you can appreciate the author’s skill and craft (what they are doing in their
storytelling that makes the book interesting, moving, etc.).
●

●

●

●

●

Exposition (the time and place in which the story takes place)
○ Identify each accurately
○ Discuss why it is important that the story is set there - an author’s choices are intentional.
Major characters
○ Descriptions of major characters
○ Discussion of how they are characterized (how are they portrayed? How are they
developed?) by the author with text evidence (with the page number) as text evidence to
support your claims
Major literary elements
○ Identify the theme and discuss how it is developed throughout the work
○ Identify any important symbols and how they are used throughout the work
○ Note anything that stands out to you that the author does as a writer, like word choice,
sentence structure, dialog, painting a picture for the reader using words, etc. Describe
what you notice and what effect it has, and be sure to note the page number so we can
discuss it in class
Important plot points
○ We don’t need to write down every single thing that happens while we are reading
○ Instead, we want to identify and summarize key plot points
○ Discuss their importance (what did the author do, why did they do it, what effect does it
have on the reader, what effect does it have on the plot)
Key quotations
○ Sometimes, when you’re reading, something that a character says or a line that the author
writes will feel very important.
○ When you come upon these, write them down and include their page numbers
○ Discuss what is important about them (what makes them significant? What prompted you
to write them down?)

Grading:
A+

A

B

C

D

E

Includes all of
the required
elements at an
exemplary
level

Includes all of
the required
elements at a
basic level

Includes most
of the required
elements at an
exemplary
level

Includes most
of the required
elements at a
basic level

Includes some
of the required
elements at an
exemplary
level

Includes some
of the required
elements at a
basic level;
includes none
of the required
elements

Notes may be typed or untyped, but must be legible. To do the job fully and completely will likely require
the equivalent of 4 typed, bullet point pages for each text.
__________________________________________________________________________

Questions about the summer reading can be directed to NHS English Department chair Dr. Amanda Thorpe at
athorpe@portageps.org

Reading a graphic novel
A graphic novel uses sequential art and text to narrate a story. It is called a novel because it has one continuous narrative to
tell, from the first page to the last, with a plot, a core group of characters, and so on. This poses a new challenge because instead
of just reading text to gain meaning, now you will have to rely on text, images, and the interaction of the two.
Here are some helpful graphic novel terms and pro tips for reading
this new genre:
Panels are the frames that contain text and images, and gutters are
the space between panels. Read the panels on a single page
left to right and top to bottom, just like you would in a novel
in prose.
Words are communicated using speech balloons, thought bubbles, and
captions.
Speech balloons make up a majority of the text in graphic novels, and
are often drawn in innovative ways to reveal the qualities of a
particular character. Thought bubbles convey a character’s private
thoughts, offering insight into their minds. Captions narrate the
story.

Artistic elements like color, texture, light, and shadow are used to
establish tone and emotion. Colors can also be used to describe
characters.
In The Odyssey, for example, each Greek mythological character has a signature color. There can also be entire pages
with NO words, but remember...pictures = $1,000!
Read slowly and take time to notice, note, and interrogate (what does the author do? Why / to what effect?) all elements
presented in each frame. If you read the words only, you will NOT get the full experience. Pay particular attention to how the
author uses text, artistic elements, and the interplay between the two to establish settings, develop characters (directly and
indirectly), and develop conflict (internal and external). In traditional novels, we read to discover that information. In graphic
novels, we explore.

