
2nd Semester 2016-17  
Woodland Art Curriculum Overview 

1st Grade 
Teacher: Mrs. Emerson 

http://art.site.portageps.org/  
 

For information on extra-curricular opportunities available in the Kalamazoo 
area, please visit the PPS Art Department’s website (above) and click on 
Local Arts Organizations. 

 
 
3rd Quarter: 

We created pop-up Valentine cards to help learn paper engineering 
skills. Please provide opportunities to practice these skills at home. 

To challenge imagination, we created a picture that used a craft stick 
in an unusual way. Exercises like this help develop creativity.  

In celebration of spring, we drew and painted birds. Slowing down 
observation and drawing speed is the key to improving perception skills. 
Continue to practice at home for continual growth.  

We discussed the design and purpose of cities and assembled a 
collage city of our own design.  
 
4th Quarter: 

We explored a fun art career, playground design. First, we looked at 
creative playgrounds, and then discussed considerations such as safety, 
age appropriate, and themes. Student designs were very creative!  

We are learning how to observe and draw patterns. Students 
demonstrated their abilities with the drawing of a patterned robot. 

To celebrate friendship, we read the book, Rainbow Fish. We then 
drew a Rainbow Fish with oil pastels, painted with watercolors, and finished 
with sparkly paint.  

Drawing bugs helped us practice using our observation skills for 
drawing. Students learned that they can draw anything if they just look at 
one shape at a time. We extended our learning by drawing insects on 
scratch art paper. Working with the scratch tools was a challenge. 
Providing paper, tools, and encouragement at home will go a long way to 
building confidence.* 
All students: Improve your drawing skills by drawing every day this 
summer. Spend time looking at people, animals, and real objects. Slow 

http://art.site.portageps.org/


down your pencil and draw only what you see. Don’t worry about how the 
finished drawing looks. It is more important to practice looking. Carry paper 
and pencils wherever you go so that you are always ready to draw 
something that interests you. Want to improve your memories of your 
summer activities? Try drawing! 
 
Find hobbies that help develop fine motor skills and problem-solving skills. 
Examples include: sewing, building models, making jewelry, playing with 
erector sets, knitting, weaving, building anything out of recycled materials, 
cutting paper, origami, etc. Playtime with materials that stimulate creativity 
equals learning time! 
 

 


