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4th Grade 
Teacher: Mrs. Emerson 

http://art.site.portageps.org/  
 

For information on extra-curricular opportunities available in the Kalamazoo 
area, please visit the PPS Art Department’s website (above) and click on 
Local Arts Organizations. 
 
3rd Quarter: 

We spent the quarter learning how to weave. This complex project 
required students to plan a design (the cartoon), weave more than one 
color on a vertical warp string, control quality by pulling the bubbles with 
just the right amount of tension, tie square knots, and reflect on their art 
meaning. Please encourage hobbies at home that increase small motor 
control and that challenge creativity. 
 
4th Quarter:  

The quarter began with a lesson on Op Art (optical illusions). 
Students learned how use geometry tools to draw overlapping lines. 
Coloring every other shape like a checkerboard revealed the illusion of 
three dimensions. 

Car design was the focus of a ceramics lesson. We learned how 
artists, working with designers, use clay to make scale and lifesize models 
of cars prior to manufacturing. We then produced  ceramic cars with pop-up 
backdrops. This was a fun project with some very creative results. 
 
All students: Improve your drawing skills by drawing every day this 
summer. Spend time looking at people, animals, and real objects. Slow 
down your pencil and draw only what you see. Don’t worry about how the 
finished drawing looks. It is more important to practice looking. Carry paper 
and pencils wherever you go so that you are always ready to draw 
something that interests you. Want to improve your memories of your 
summer activities? Try drawing! 
 
Find hobbies that help develop fine motor skills and problem-solving skills. 
Examples include: sewing, building models, making jewelry, playing with 
erector sets, knitting, weaving, building anything out of recycled materials, 

http://art.site.portageps.org/


cutting paper, origami, etc. Playtime with materials that stimulate creativity 
equals learning time! 


