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Woodland Art Curriculum Overview 

5th Grade 
Teacher: Mrs. Emerson 

http://art.site.portageps.org/  
 

For information on extra-curricular opportunities available in the Kalamazoo 
area, please visit the PPS Art Department’s website (above) and click on 
Local Arts Organizations. 
 
3rd Quarter: 

We devoted 3rd quarter to the creation of an expressive paper mache 
mask. We learned how to use a face form to make the base of the mask. 
Layers of paper mache, when applied correctly, created a firm surface on 
which to build projections. Made from recycled materials, these projections 
were then covered with more layers of paper mache, completing the 
armature. Next, we added paint and embellishments that created 
movement, reflection, and texture. The creation of a doubloon is one 
method that students used to present their artwork to their audience. We 
are turning all of our schoolmates into art collectors! 

4th Quarter: 
This quarter has been devoted to the arts of Ancient Egypt. Students 

used their own symbolism to create personalized symbolic lidded vessels. 
Scientists can date the artworks of Ancient Egypt by reading the cartouche 
included with each artwork. Each cartouche is a frame that contains the 
hieroglyphic name of the Pharaoh that was in power while the artwork was 
being made.  

We learned how to use phonics to discover the hieroglyphic spelling 
of our names. Scratch art was a fun method of showing our knowledge of 
hieroglyphics and symbolism.  

Good luck in 6th grade! 
 
 
All students: Improve your drawing skills by drawing every day this 
summer. Spend time looking at people, animals, and real objects. Slow 
down your pencil and draw only what you see. Don’t worry about how the 
finished drawing looks. It is more important to practice looking. Carry paper 
and pencils wherever you go so that you are always ready to draw 

http://art.site.portageps.org/


something that interests you. Want to improve your memories of your 
summer activities? Try drawing! 
 
Find hobbies that help develop fine motor skills and problem-solving skills. 
Examples include: sewing, building models, making jewelry, playing with 
erector sets, knitting, weaving, building anything out of recycled materials, 
cutting paper, origami, etc. Playtime with materials that stimulate creativity 
equals learning time! 

 

 
 


