
Music 
  
Listed below are the songs, poems, speech pieces and literature that we used in Third Grade to 
learn musical concepts.  
  
Our biggest accomplishment this semester in music was the musical program, Michigan is 
Great! that we had on April 27, 2017.  Here is the program from that event: 
Fifty Nifty United States………………….………………………………………………...…Charles 
The students learned to read repeat signs and worked on tempo with this fun piece of music.  
The Water Is Wide………………………………………………………….……………......Jennings  
We Are Dancing in the Forest……………………………….……………………..….Traditional 
We learned about how melody moved with this piece of music and are playing it for you on the 
resonator bells.  
Grizzly Bear………………………………………...………………..…....Traditional Game Song 
Dynamics is the concepts that is featured in this piece.  The music gets softer and then suddenly 
louder again.  
The Indian Names……………………………….…………………..……..…………..………..Young 
Rhythms are being demonstrated here as the students repeat the rhythms that are being sung on 
the drums.  
The Old Black Fly……………………………………………………...……....Book by Aylesworth 

Sung to the tune of: Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho 
The students are playing a descending pattern in this piece of music.  
The Ways of the Seasons…………………………………….……………..……..……….Jennings 
I’m a Michigan Kid…………………………………………….……..……..……………....Christian 
 
Here are some other things that we did in music this year: 
The students were assessed on their ability to draw a quarter note, half note, 2 beamed eighth 
notes, 4 beamed sixteenth notes, a single eighth note, a whole note and a dotted half note.  
 
Fireflies………………………………………………………………………………………...Owl City  
The students learned about verse and refrain with this piece of music as they listened to it. They 
then put the lyrics in order realizing that there was a part that continued to repeat.  
 
We worked on a special project using form and meter.  Meter is the way that the beats are 
organized within a piece of music.  We began the project by learning passing games to different 
songs.  Depending on the form and the meter of the song our passing pattern changed.  
-                      Obo Asi Me Nsa- Duple Meter 
-                      The Star Spangled Banner- Triple meter, A and B sections 
-                      Take Five- Meter of five beats 
 
Special Note Regarding Middle School Music:  When the students enter a Portage Public 
School (PPS) middle school they are required to take band, choir or orchestra as an elective 



their sixth grade year.  PPS requires that any student who will be playing percussion in the band 
first have two years of piano lessons as preparation. Students must also demonstrate a strong 
sense of rhythm and, demonstrate a steady pulse/tempo.  If your child would like to play 
percussion in middle school and hasn’t already started piano lessons, now is the time to start.  If 
you have any additional questions regarding this policy please direct them to your son or 
daughter’s middle school band teacher.  
 
We have had a great time discovering and learning together. I have really enjoyed teaching 
music to your child. Please feel free to contact me if there are questions regarding the 
curriculum or the district benchmarks. Thank you for this opportunity to work with your child and 
I look forward to the musical adventures in learning that we will have next year!  
Have a musical summer! 
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