
Music 
  
The Fourth Graders at Woodland have worked very hard this semester.  Here are some of the 
things that they have learned in Music. 
The Fourth and Fifth graders attended the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra Youth Concert in 
February of 2017.  The theme of this year’s concert was “Write Your Story.”  
Here are the pieces that were part of the concert: 
Overture to Candide………………………………………………………………….……Bernstein 
Conversations of Beauty and the Beast…………………………………………….………..Ravel 
La Bohéme: Sí, mi chiamano Mími……………………………………………….……..…..Puccini  
Selections from the Firebird Suite………………………….…………………....…….Stravinsky  
Make Your Garden Grow from Candide……………………………..….…....…...…... Bernstein 
 
Recorder study has been our main focus for the second half of this semester.  We have 
primarily been using the Recorder Karate curriculum.  In this program, students can advance in 
color every time they correctly play in a small group for the class.  During our music classes we 
would learn different songs for each level/color.  Each student would choose a song that he or 
she would like to perform and was placed in a group with others who wanted to play the same 
song.  The students then practiced their song and performed for the class.  If the student passes 
this song they got to advance on to another song in the next level/color and move to a different 
group.  
 Please make sure that your child keeps his or her recorder in a safe place as recorder will be 
used in fifth grade music classes in all Portage Public Schools.  
 
The fourth graders have had two assessments this semester in music.  One of these 
assessments was identifying the instrument families of the orchestra.  The second was naming 
the notes on the treble staff.  
 
Special Note Regarding Middle School Music:  When the students enter a Portage Public 
School (PPS) middle school they are required to take band, choir or orchestra as an elective 
their sixth grade year.  PPS requires that any student who will be playing percussion in the band 
first have two years of piano lessons as preparation. Students must also demonstrate a strong 
sense of rhythm and, demonstrate a steady pulse/tempo.  If your child would like to play 
percussion in middle school and hasn’t already started piano lessons,  now is the time to start. 
If you have any additional questions regarding this policy please direct them to your son or 
daughter’s middle school band teacher.  
 
We have had a great time discovering and learning together. I have really enjoyed teaching 
music to your child. Please feel free to contact me if there are questions regarding the 
curriculum or the district benchmarks. Thank you for this opportunity to work with your child and 
I look forward to the musical adventures in learning that we will have next year!  
Have a musical summer! 



Michele Helner, Music Educator, 323-6610, mhelner@portageps.org 


