
Music 
  
Listed below are the songs and literature used in Young-Five’s to teach musical concepts.  Each 
piece is listed under the musical element that is taught.  Although only listed once, some pieces 
may fit under more than one element. 
  
Each music lesson began with the students singing the names of their classmates.  This 
musical activity was used as a warm-up for using our best singing voices.  
 
Rhythm (patterns of sound and silence)  
The students played their names on our large drum.  With this activity we were not only able to 
talk about rhythm but about syllables as well.  
Ten Little Fish……………………………………………………….……….Book by Audrey Wood 
In this book, some of the students played the beat while other students moved around the room 
like fish. 
 
Timbre (the sound of instruments and voices) 
The Itsy Bitsy Spider……………………………………………………………………...Traditional  
The students sang independently before playing on the glockenspiel.  
Somebody’s Knocking At My Door……………………………….African American Spiritual 
In addition to playing the drum with this song the students also sang independently.  
Jungle Beat………………………………………………………....…………………………Kleiner 
The students played different types of percussion instruments during this jazzy tune. 
 
 
Form (how music is put together) 
John the Rabbit……………………………………………………...African American Folk Song 
The students sang the repeated pattern of the song and played it on the drum.  They then had 
the chance to feed the rabbit puppet lots of yummy things.  
Love Somebody…………………………………………………………………………...Traditional 
We created a dance that had two sections with this song.  
Mr. Brown’s Cow……………………………………………………………………………...Kleiner 
There was solo singing along with two section dancing with this song.  
  
Melody (a series of pitches that make up the tune) 
Five Angels…………………………………………………………………….German Folk Melody  
With this song the students played the melody on the resonator bells after acting it out.  
Cock-a-Doodle-Doo…………………………………………………………………..Kleiner 
We sang to this jazzy tune using the sounds of different farm animals.  We then added part of 
the melody on instruments.  
 



 
We have had a great time discovering and learning together. I have really enjoyed teaching 
music to your child. Please feel free to contact me if there are questions regarding the 
curriculum or the district benchmarks. Thank you for this opportunity to work with your child and 
I look forward to the musical adventures in learning that we will have next year!  
Have a musical summer! 
 
Michele Helner 
Music Educator 
323-6610 
mhelner@portageps.org 
  
 
 
 
 


