
Music 
 
The Fourth Graders at Woodland have worked very hard this semester.  Here are some of the things that they 
have learned in music. 
 
Our biggest accomplishment of the semester is the program that was performed on November 21, 2020.   Here 
are the songs/concepts learned in music for the program: 
 
Main Theme From Star Wars……………………………………………………………………...……..…..Williams 
The form of this music is shown with the parachute.  The fifth graders are also playing recorders and some of 
the fourth graders are playing other instruments.  
This Pretty Planet……….………………………………………………………………………………….…...Chapin 
The students are playing different rhythmic patterns on instruments.  They are also playing chords on the tone 
chimes.  
Bye’m Bye………………………………………………………………….…….….Traditional Lullaby from Texas 
The students are playing instruments for the melody and the harmony of this piece of music.  
The Solar System Song………………………………..……………………………………………….....…..Jenkins 
Child of the Universe…………………………………………………………………………..………………Cassils 
Imperial March……………………………..………………………………………………..……………..….Williams 
Form is our focus as we keep the beat with the “beat sabers.” 
 
In addition to our musical program the students have been learning a few basic skills on the guitar.  The 
students learned the string names and numbers and have played some accompaniments and rhythm patterns 
using single strings.  The students also learned the e minor chord and a song which uses the chord.  We will 
continue to play guitar in the second semester.  
 
We are looking forward to a great second semester in music for the fifth graders.  This includes a trip to see 
the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra at the end of March.  We will also be preparing for middle school music 
class by taking assessments to help the music teachers decided which instrument the student would be best at 
as well as have the middle school band, choir and orchestra come and perform for us.  
 
Please feel free to contact me regarding questions about the curriculum or the district benchmarks.  
Michele Helner, Music Educator 323-6610 mhelner@portageps.org 
 
Special Note Regarding Middle School Music:  When the students enter a Portage Public School (PPS) 
middle school they are required to take band, choir or orchestra as an elective their sixth grade year.  PPS 
requires that any student who will be playing percussion in the band first have two years of piano lessons as 
preparation. Students must also demonstrate a strong sense of rhythm and, demonstrate a steady 
pulse/tempo.  If your child would like to play percussion in middle school and hasn’t already started piano 
lessons, now is the time to start.  If you have any additional questions regarding this policy please direct them 
to your son or daughter’s middle school band teacher.  


