
Music 
  
Listed below are the songs, poems, speech pieces and literature that we used in Kindergarten to learn 
musical concepts.  Each piece is listed under the musical element that is taught.  Although only listed 
once, some pieces may fit under more than one element. 
  
The students in Kindergarten have begun singing their own names for the class before each music class. 
We do this with our “Hello” song everyday.  Many students have already found their singing voice, and 
some are working on finding it.  
  
Rhythm (patterns of sound and silence) 
Eight Silly Monkeys…………………………………………………………..……Traditional Speech Piece 
The students were able to keep the beat to this book and then act out the story.  We had a great time.  
Dappled Apples……………….…………………………………………….………….……Book by Jan Carr 
We kept the beat to this rhythmic book using our bodies, tap sheets, and instruments. 
My Dreidel……….………………………...…………………………...………..Traditional Hanukkah Song 
We focused on the steady beat with this song as we played tambourines, drums, and spun dreidels. 
Santa’s Helpers……………………………..…………………….……………………American Santa Song 
For this song we kept the beat by following a tap sheet and by using various classroom instruments.  
Pumpkin Stew………………………………...…………………………………………American Traditional 
The students learned about rests and pointed to pumpkin icons while we sang this song and made a 
special surprise.  
Timbre (the sound of instruments and voices) 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar………………………………………………..……………………….Eric Carle 
We learned about speaking, singing, whispering, and shouting voices; then listened to this story and 
figured out which was being used.  We then got to feed “The Hungry Caterpillar” different foods using our 
4 different voices.  
Going to the Farm…………………….……….American Folk Song Adapted by DeLelles and Kriske 
We used this song for a number of weeks, adding new instruments each week for each new animal we 
added.  
The Firebird……………………………..…………………………………………………………….Stravinsky 
Instruments of the orchestra are heard in this ballet.  We listened to this music and then reenacted the 
dramatic story 
Fill the Basket………………………………..……………………………………………………….Traditional 
We used our singing voices when we sang what fruits we had for this fun singing game. 
WOW! School……………………………………………………….……………Book by:Robert Neubecker   
For this fun, back to school, story we played different instruments to hear their different sounds.  
Hop Old Squirrel…………………………………………………………....………….American Game Song 
With this game the students needed to listen to one of 3 instruments, without seeing it being played and 
decide which one was being played.  
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?  ………………………….Book by, Bill Martin  
We sang a song to this book and then used our singing voices independently when we performed our 
own version of this book. 
Form (how music is put together) 
Trokia, Lieutenant Kije Suite ………………………………………………...……………………..Prokofiev 



 Using scarves and a parachute we were able to show the different sections of this song.  
Snowman Jump……………………………………………..By David and Anne Ellsworth 
We followed a listening map with this song keeping the beat and seeing where parts of the music were 
the same and different.  
Melody (a series of pitches that make up the tune) 
Five Little Ducks………………………………………………………..American Folk Song 
After playing with Ms. Helner’s duck puppets the students discovered that there is a part in this song that 
moves down.  The students sang that part alone with their singing voice and then played it on the stair 
step bells.  
One Two Tie My Shoe………………………………….………………..Nursery Rhyme Song 
The students played the melodic pattern on the bells.  They then used icons to notate their own patterns 
and played the patterns they created.  
Down, Down Yellow and Brown………………………...………………….American Play Song 
For this song we moved and used our body scale to show the leaves falling from the trees and the song 
moving up or down.  After moving, we played the song on the stair step bells. 
One Duck Stuck………………………….………………….Book by Chapman and Root 
With this book we played a repeating high, low pattern on the stair step bells, and then played the 
repeating rhythm pattern on the bucket drums.  
 
  We have had a great time discovering and learning together.  We can’t wait to learn more!  Please feel 
free to contact me if there are questions regarding the curriculum or the district benchmarks.  Michele 
Helner, Music Educator, 323-6610, mhelner@portageps.org  
 


