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What a great job our virtual students and teachers did this week! Thanks to all who 

continue to make this learning experience possible! 
 



  

★ Open house has been moved!  We are excited to welcome you to our 
Woodland Virtual Open House!  Each teacher will have two separate time 
slots available for you to join in and learn more about your child’s 
classroom.  These are for both our Face to Face Teachers as well as our 
Virtual Teachers.   Your child’s teacher will send their individual links out 
to families in their weekly communications. Times are as followed: Young 
5’s, 2nd and 5th 6-6:25 or 7-7:25; Kindergarten, and 3rd 6-6:25 or 7-7:25; 
1st and 4th 6:30-6:25 or 7-7:25. Interventionist will send out individual links 
Mr. Getsinger and Mss. Doerfler will be available 6:30-7:20 to answer any 
questions. PE - Mr. Getsinger (Open house for PE link) ART - Miss 
Doerfler's Open House Link   If you need to communicate with me, please 
email emccarren@portageps.org to schedule a time.If you need to 
communicate with our  engagement specialist, please email Mrs. Mion, 
pmion@portageps.org to schedule a time.  If you need to communicate with 
our reading specialist  please email Mrs. Ruimveld 
hruimveld@portageps.org to schedule a time. 
 

★ Fall assessments-As in previous years, universal screening will be completed 
three times a year. Over the next few weeks students will be taking District 
wide Fall benchmark assessments in reading as well as math. This year the 
elementary students will be assessed using two assessments as part of our 
state mandated testing.   These assessments will include Acadience 
(formally known as DIBELS) in reading and NWEA in math.   The primary 
purpose of collecting fall assessment data is to determine student 
instructional needs so that instructional planning may occur to ensure growth 
and development. For our virtual students please refer to this link Woodland 
virtual parent assessment for further information. 

http://meet.google.com/nxx-oquf-ois
https://meet.google.com/ezu-rmmm-pvi?authuser=0
https://meet.google.com/ezu-rmmm-pvi?authuser=0
mailto:emccarren@portageps.org
mailto:pmion@portageps.org
mailto:hruimveld@portageps.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16wbfNXqzw_fDTGEDgzz3rF7xWqWxc0rPiOOUfEWRmRI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16wbfNXqzw_fDTGEDgzz3rF7xWqWxc0rPiOOUfEWRmRI/edit?usp=sharing


 
★ Food Service News!!!  Portage Public Schools will be offering FREE 

breakfast and lunch meals to all in person learners as well as virtual learners! 
The USDA has authorized that all schools will be able to provide two meals 
to students each day for free - regardless of benefit status.  The free meals 
offered will be breakfast and lunch.  Meals will be at no charge through 
December 31st or until the grant funding is depleted.  To take advantage of 
the free meals, please take a look at the Elementary Meal Program linked 
here PPS meal service program or go to the Food Service page on the 
district's website. 
 

★ Visitors-Due to COVID protocols there will be no visitors allowed in the 
building.  Parents will drop off students from the parking loop or at the grade 
level’s designated door.  
 

 

★ Screening at home:  We are required to have every child screened at home 
before coming to school.  This screening link is a great document to post 
at home.  Please take a moment and sign the screening checklist agreement 
form in Skyward.  We ask that you monitor your child’s health and 
communicate any symptoms to the school immediately.  If your child has a 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1799U4BAmaHSdscbnzZ1cjFpCCGRfCOG-kEUy8ahEIEs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1urwFGc2fPXwwhCshui-fa4JCoiZdTvfEHCf_osWxcOE/edit?usp=sharing


fever, do not bring them to school.  Also please update your Skyward 
accounts so we have current phone numbers for you as well as emergency 
contacts.  It is extremely important this year.  If your child does have 
symptoms we will be calling home to pick your child up.  

 
★ Masks and water-Please send your student to school each day with a clean 

mask or a brand new disposable mask.  If your child needs a new mask we 
have them available. Families are welcome and encouraged to send in a back 
up mask in the students’ back pack.  Please ensure that their mask fits 
properly on their face over their nose, mouth and secure under the chin.  You 
can find more specific information on PPS masks and mask breaks on the 
Mask Protocols and Breaks document as well as social stories to help 
support your child. 

 
★ Picking up students early- If you need to pick up your child early please 

email both your child’s teacher as well as our secretaries Mrs. Alexander 
(dalexander@portageps.org) and Mrs. Hayward 
(mhayward@portageps.org). Please give yourself plenty of time for 
appointments when you are picking up your child early.  Once you have 
arrived at school, you can sign your child out in the office and then wait in 

https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Mask-Wearing-Mask-Breaks.pdf
mailto:mhayward@portageps.org


our vestibule for your child.  We will call them down after you have signed 
them out.  
 

★ Dropping off items-If you are dropping off items for your child please use 
the bin located right outside the office door.  Using the post notes next to the 
bin, please write your child’s name and teacher on the post -it note. Attach 
the post-it note to the item and place the item in the bin.  We will make sure 
the item gets to your child.  If you are dropping off medication or paperwork 
please call 269-323-6600 to make an appointment. 
 

Tech Support- 
● Find Tech Tools and Support here: portageps.org/techtips  

○ Google Classroom 
○ Google Meet 
○ Google Drive (including slides, docs, forms, and sheets) 
○ Chromebooks 
○ Online Learning Tips 
○ Tech Support 

 

 

http://portageps.org/techtips


Yearbook-As with systems all around the country, Covid significantly slowed 
down the production cycle for our 2019-20 yearbooks.  We are sorry to say, we 
don’t yet have a delivery date.  As soon as we do, we will announce a pick-up 
process, so stay tuned! 

 
 

 
A note from Mrs. Mion 
Get Your Kids Talking 

This article suggests four ways to frame the everyday question, “How was school 
today?”.  
1. Ask open-ended questions. If you ask a question that can be answered with one 
word—yes or no—that’s what you’ll get. A one-word answer. 

Example: “What was the best thing you did at school today?” 
2. Start with a factual observation. Kids often have a hard time answering 
questions that seem to come out of the blue. Making an observation gives your 
child something to relate to. 

Example: “I know you have a lot more kids in your class this year. What’s 
that like?” 
3. Share something about yourself. When someone tells you about themselves, it’s 
natural to want to do that in return. Share something with your child and see what 
you get back. 



Example: “We always played dodgeball at recess. What do you and your 
friends like to do?” 
4. Avoid negative questions. If you think something isn’t going well, your 
questions may come out in a negative way, with emotion-packed words like sad or 
mean. Asking in a positive way lets your child express concerns. 

Example: “I heard that you sat with new people at lunch today. What did 
you talk about?” 
Find more information on questions to ask your child.  
Find more information about how to get your child talking about school.  

 
 
 

 
 
❖ Sept.17th-Virtual Open House from 6:00-7:30.  See note from your child’s 

teacher for more information 
❖ Sept. 23rd-virtual PTO meeting. 6:30 

❖ Protocol for Responding to Positive Test 
❖ Protocol for Mask Wearing and Mask Breaks 
❖ Protocol for Staff and student screening 
❖ Protocol for Triage Area and Quarantine Space 
❖ Approved PPS COVID-19 Preparedness and response Plan 
❖ Elementary Virtual Parent schedule FAQs 
❖ PPS Return to Learn Plan 
❖ https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/- District calendar 

 

 

https://www.positiveparentingconnection.net/positive_parenting_25questions_school/
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/understanding-childs-challenges/talking-with-your-child/how-to-say-it-questions-to-ask-your-child-about-school
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol-for-Responding-to-Positive-Tests.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Mask-Wearing-Mask-Breaks.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Staff-Student-Screening-updated.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Triage-Area_Quaratine-Space.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Preparedness-Plan-2020-08-11-Final.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Elementary-Virtual-Parent-Schedule-FAQ.pdf
https://portageps.org/departments/curriculum/return-to-learn/
https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/


The staff and parents at Woodland Elementary School work cooperatively to 
develop the whole child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity. 

 
 


