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Dear Families, 
Welcome back!  I am hopeful that all of you were able to take time to enjoy your 
family.  During the break, I spent time relaxing, organizing and having fun 
outdoors.  What a wonderful time to rejuvenate!   As we move into 2021 I look 
forward to continuing to connect with all our Woodland students and families.  It is 
truly these connections that allow our students to succeed in all they do each and 
every day.  I couldn’t be prouder of who we are at Woodland  Elementary! 

  
 

★Welcome back in person learners-As planned prior to break, we are 
returning to Woodland for our in person learners Monday Jan. 4th.  Many of 
your children’s teachers have sent out communication to you regarding 
coming back.  The schedule will remain the same Monday-Thursday in 
person learning with Fridays being an asynchronous day. Just a few quick 
reminders: 

Please make sure your child has their masks.  We will continue all 
protocols that were in place prior to break. 



Please return all textbooks and completed work that teachers have 
requested as well as school supplies (crayons, headphones etc) that 
they will need for school.  

 
★Welcome back virtual students-Learning will continue as it was before 

break for our virtual students. The schedule will remain the same 
Monday-Thursday in person learning with Fridays being an asynchronous 
day. 

 
● Winter is here! Remember to bring all your snow gear - hats, gloves, coats, 

boots and snow pants.  We LOVE to go outside in the snow at recess 
everyday! We only have so many to borrow in the office.  Also, the rule is 
no snowball throwing or snowball fights.  The students have been made 
aware of this rule.  Thank you for your support and reinforcement at home. 
 

★ Parking lot and Parent loop-Please be EXTRA cautious and go slow in 
both places. Give yourself extra time to get your child here on time now that 
the weather has turned to winter. 

If you are driving your child please consider using the parking drop 
off loop to limit the amount of  families from congregating into 
groups at the front of the building for social distancing reasons. We 
understand that isn’t always possible due to your child being unable to 
exit on the passenger side of the vehicle or you need to exit your car 
for any reason.  We know that the parent drop off loop can get very 
congested at the beginning and end of the day so we appreciate your 
patience with us and our fellow Woodland Families as we make it as 



safe as possible.  If you do plan to walk your child to the school 
entrance or wait for them outside your vehicle please wait by the 
designated door your child will be entering and exiting from. 

 Drop off/Pick up loop guidelines 

● No sitting and waiting in the drop off loop in the morning-  This 
lane is for dropping off and driving away only.  

● No line cutting If you are using the Drop Off Loop, you must 
wait in line.  No line cutting or jumping allowed. 

● No dropping off or picking up children from the Driving Lane. 
The Driving Lane is for driving only.  Children should not walk 
between cars without an adult. 

● No backing up in the  Loop at either Drop Off or Pick Up. 
Pedestrians are in danger when you back up in the loop.  

● The green area is the only drop off area.  Please see the attached 
map.  Please do not let your child exit the car before or after the 
posted signs. 

 



 
★  Time to consider your child’s mode of instruction- There is another 

opportunity being made available to transition your student’s mode of 
learning for quarter 3. You will be able to decide whether you would like to 
continue with your current mode of learning or if you would like to change. 
The selection window will be open from January 4-14, with the transition 
taking place on February 1, 2021.  The process will be very similar to what 
we did in the first two quarters except that this time you will be making your 
selection through the skyward portal.  Sometime this week, we will send out 
directions for how to make your selection in Skyward. Please keep in mind, 
another transition opportunity will be available again in March after Spring 
Break as we transition to quarter 4 .  Please contact myself, Mrs. Mion or the 
office if you have any questions. 

★  Do you qualify for free/reduced lunch services?- PPS is always looking 
for ways to better support our families, especially in challenging times like 
these. Even though this year all school meals are free for Virtual and F2F 
students, it’s very important that you complete a Meal Benefit Application if 
it’s possible that your family would qualify.By completing the application, it 
benefits our school funding, as well as prepares your family for any future 
government aid, similar to the Pandemic EBT Food Cards like they issued 
last Spring.  Apply for meal benefits online at: www.lunchapp.comYour 
children may be eligible for Free and Reduced meal prices if: 
● Your family participates in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) 
● Your family receives Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
● Your family income meets certain criteria. 

For more information please see attached letter or contact our Main Office if 
you’d like help completing the application; we are always glad to support 
you in any way possible!  

 
 

 

http://www.lunchapp.com/


 
 
★WE LOVE WOODLAND FUND!- We are reaching out to our amazing 

Woodland Families to explore your giving heart and ask for an online 
donation.  While we know everyone may not be in a position to donate at 
this time, please feel free to share the donation link with friends and family. 
Whether you are able to give or not, know we deeply appreciate your 
dedication and support of your child and our school. For more information 
click here We love Woodland  If you are able to give and want to make an 
online payment click this link.  We Love Woodland Fund! Link 

 
★ SpiritWear-  The Woodland Wildcats Spirit Wear Shop is open! Order 

now, with the link below and find the fun things we have in there with the 4 
different variations of logos, Woodland Wildcat Spirit Shop 

 
★ BoxTops-  Don't forget we are still collecting BoxTops by SCANNING 

YOUR RECEIPT or submitting your traditional Box Tops clips! CLICK this 
link for more information https://www.boxtops4education.com  

 

 
A note from Mrs. Mion 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19MFj10rw2EdXfUBQeE0eYIyiyIyj6IVCIWhFIyj8ocA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19MFj10rw2EdXfUBQeE0eYIyiyIyj6IVCIWhFIyj8ocA/edit?usp=sharing
https://wildcats.ptboard.com/formvw?store=1937&form=2
https://wildcats.ptboard.com/formvw?store=1937&form=2
https://shop.spreadshirt.com/woodland-wildcat-spirit-shop/
https://www.boxtops4education.com/


 
The home-to-school transition after extended breaks can be difficult for 

many children and their families; however, with some intentional planning and 
preparation, the transition can be easier than we think!  

Here are some quick and easy strategies to help ease those jitters.  Find one 
you like and try it out, file away for future use, or pass along to someone you 
know.  Either way, all of us at Woodland Elementary will be there with open arms 
to welcome your student to their school family on Monday January 4th! 
 
● Extra Hug- sneak an extra quiet moment together before heading to the car 

or to the bus stop; the best hugs have enough time for three deep breaths. 
● Restate the Plan- children are reassured when parents let them know when 

they plan to pick them up or meet them back home at the end of the school 
day.  

● Familiar Object-a very small treasure placed in a pencil box or a backpack 
for the bus ride home can soothe worries; check with the child’s teacher for 
an acceptable arrangement. 

● Picture Schedule-younger children benefit from visuals of the daily routine; 
many teachers use classroom agendas to create a sense of what is expected 
to happen throughout the school day resulting in children feeling more at 
ease and less stressed; make one for home as well. 

● Role Play- practice in the days and weeks leading up to school by leaving 
your student with a caregiver if they are used to having you all to 
themselves. 

● Special Book-it might be helpful to read a familiar story daily or weekly at 
home, such as; The Kissing Hand (1993), by Audrey Penn, and I Love You 
All Day Long (2004), by Francesca Rusackas.  

● Transition Songs-music is a gift to the soul.  Create a playlist they enjoy on 
the ride to school or at pick up.  

● When in Doubt, Reach Out!- we want to be there for you!  Call on any one 
of us to help support you.  Remember, it takes a village!  

 
 
 



 
❖ Protocol for Responding to Positive Test 
❖ Protocol for Mask Wearing and Mask Breaks 
❖ Protocol for Staff and student screening 
❖ Protocol for Triage Area and Quarantine Space 
❖ Approved PPS COVID-19 Preparedness and response Plan 
❖ Elementary Virtual Parent schedule FAQs 
❖ PPS Return to Learn Plan 
❖ District calendar-https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/ 
❖ Woodland School Calendar 

https://portageps.org/wod/information/school-calendar/-  
❖ Woodland Center PTO- 

https://portageps.org/wod/organizations/woodland-pto/-  
❖ Woodland Website-https://portageps.org/wod/  

 
The staff and parents at Woodland Elementary School work cooperatively to 

develop the whole child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity. 

 
 

https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol-for-Responding-to-Positive-Tests.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Mask-Wearing-Mask-Breaks.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Staff-Student-Screening-updated.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Triage-Area_Quaratine-Space.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Preparedness-Plan-2020-08-11-Final.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Elementary-Virtual-Parent-Schedule-FAQ.pdf
https://portageps.org/departments/curriculum/return-to-learn/
https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/
https://portageps.org/wod/information/school-calendar/
https://portageps.org/wod/organizations/woodland-pto/
https://portageps.org/wod/

