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Great Job 5th Graders on completing the M-Step!  The fifth graders completed the
ELA portion of the MSTEP on last Friday and will take the math portion this
Friday

★ Upcoming Election-You may have received an application in the mail to request a ballot
to be able to vote in the May 4 election.  On Tuesday, May 4 (or before by absentee
ballot), voters in the KRESA Service Areas will be asked to vote on the renewal of a six
year, 1.5 mill property tax to help fund the cost of special education in the school districts.



You may recall, this millage first passed in 2015 and has substantially helped part of the
costs of special education in our service area.  If/when you get the application, please be
sure to fill it out and mail it back so you can vote by absentee.   If you are not on the
absentee voter list, you can request your ballot for any reason by going to
michigan.gov/vote

★Woodland Family input form-We are beginning to plan for the next school year and will
spend a great deal of time creating the best learning environment for each child.  When
placing students into a classroom, the goal is to create classrooms that are balanced
academically, behaviorally, and socially, thus creating a healthy classroom environment for
all students.  Completing this form is not required, as great care is taken to ensure a quality
educational experience and attention is given to each child. If you would like to make us
aware of what you feel are your child’s needs please complete this Woodland Family input
form.  The final decision on all student placements is based upon a variety of factors
including, but not limited to, academic/social considerations, total class size, male/female
ratio, and equitable grouping. Please request a particular classroom environment, but not a
particular teacher. Parent/Guardian Input Forms will close on Friday, April 30, 2021. If you
have specific unique concerns that you feel cannot be addressed on this form, please email
Mrs. McCarren before April 30th to set up a time to talk.

★ Calling all kindergarten and young five students- Enrollment is still continuing for our
incoming Kindergarten and young 5s students. Online enrollment is at
https://portageps.org/enrollment/kindergarten/. Once I have more information on our
Kindergarten/Young 5’s welcome night I will share it through skyward.  Please also check

https://sable.madmimi.com/c/16903?id=1347473.56535.1.0ab186e4afbf86c27d46abc1f27aa3eb
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0ATbS4Rl3ftddguwKxgYXTCZv2QVxnJs9iEAENRLgnOJ0ew/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0ATbS4Rl3ftddguwKxgYXTCZv2QVxnJs9iEAENRLgnOJ0ew/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://portageps.org/enrollment/kindergarten/


the Portage Public Schools website portageps.org for more information as it becomes
available.

★ CIRCLES- Ramadan Mubarak! This is a common greeting among Muslims during
Ramadan and it translates to “a blessed and generous month to you.” Ramadan is the ninth
month of the lunar calendar (remember this from our Chinese New Year memo?) and is a
time when people of the Islamic faith fast from sun-up to sun-down as a form of spiritual
growth and cleansing. The end of Ramadan is marked by a new crescent moon, and
followed by a large feast called Eid al-Fitr. For more information, check out these awesome
read alouds: Rashad’s Ramadan and It’s Ramadan, Curious George! and Lailah’s Lunchbox.

★ PTO Board Elections- At present, our current executive committee treasurer Erica Burger
has formally expressed her interest to continue her role with our Woodland Wildcats PTO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayHGTgZOZlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9yKhefEWIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjZ_EpecEKk


Executive Committee for 2021-22 school year. However, Angie Houts, Matt and Becki
Corbin will be stepping down as President, Vice President, & Secretary this next year; We
WILL BE around and available to help mentor any one who takes up the torch for us. So
we are looking for a Woodland parent, guardian or teacher to step up and continue this
important role for all of our students, teachers & staff. The executive committee
nominations (President, VP, & Secretary) need to be in place for the upcoming PTO
meetings so that they can be presented and voted on. In accordance with our bylaws, all
parents/guardians of Woodland students and all Woodland teaching staff members will be
sent a written notice inviting them to volunteer to be a nominee for an office in the annual
election of PTO officers for the following school year. Responses to that notice will be
utilized by the nominating committee, consisting of the outgoing president(s) and the vice
president, in the determination of nominees to be listed on the ballot. As stated in our
bylaws No person shall serve more than two consecutive terms in the same office, unless
no other person has volunteered to be a nominee for that office in the annual election.If you
are interested in being our next President, Vice President or Secretary on the Executive
Committee in 2021-22, you need to express your interest in writing by emailing us by May
19th at WODPTO@gmail.com.

★ PTO Committee Chairs- As we approach the end of the school year, we will be reaching
out to our current committee chairs to see who can volunteer this next school year. We
cannot run the PTO without our parents volunteering for these important positions. During
this last year the PTO was only able to have 6 Active committee's and the rest of the
committee's were inactive waiting for things to go back to normal so we could become
active again. I can't tell you how much we appreciate your willingness and patience during
the last few months. We hope to return to full 33 Committee Chair positions this next
school year. In accordance with our bylaws, All parents/guardians of Woodland students
and Woodland teaching staff members will be sent a written notice inviting them to
volunteer to serve as a chairperson or co-chairperson of a standing committee for the
following school year. Responses to that notice will be used by the president and/or vice
president in the selection of committee chairperson or co-chairpeople. Please submit your
request for nomination for one or more of these positions, to wodpto@gmail.com by
Wednesday May 19th. If you would like more information on the description of each open
position or contact Angie Houts at angiehouts@gmail.com.

mailto:WODPTO@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ydfCA7_smJD6JXicRcHVUs2NSjrVEuWKfc4eO2v5O9w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ydfCA7_smJD6JXicRcHVUs2NSjrVEuWKfc4eO2v5O9w/edit?usp=sharing


A note from Mrs. Mion
More Deep Breathing

★ The goal of calming exercises is to get yourself from “flight, fight or freeze” mode back to
“rest and digest” mode. Deep breathing helps get more oxygen into your bloodstream,
opening up your capillaries. It has a physical effect on your body to help you calm down
and lower stress. So deep breathing does make a big difference for kids. But how can we
teach them to take a deep breath properly? Here are six fun ways to teach your child
breathing techniques. Find more information on deep breathing exercises.

1. Bubbles
2. Stuffed Animals
3. Pinwheel
4. Feather
5. Hoberman Sphere
6. DIY Crafts

Or Check out YouTube videos to find other strategies.
Find more information on Belly Breathing
Find more information on Rainbow Breath
Find more information on Square Breathing

https://copingskillsforkids.com/deep-breathing-exercises-for-kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xQJ2O4b5TM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O29e4rRMrV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFdZXwE6fRE


❖ Protocol for Responding to Positive Test
❖ Protocol for Mask Wearing and Mask Breaks
❖ Protocol for Staff and student screening
❖ Protocol for Triage Area and Quarantine Space
❖ Approved PPS COVID-19 Preparedness and response Plan
❖ Elementary Virtual Parent schedule FAQs
❖ PPS Return to Learn Plan
❖ District calendar-https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/
❖ Woodland School Calendar

https://portageps.org/wod/information/school-calendar/-
❖ Woodland Center PTO-

https://portageps.org/wod/organizations/woodland-pto/-
❖ Woodland Website-https://portageps.org/wod/

The staff and parents at Woodland Elementary School work cooperatively to
develop the whole child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity.

https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol-for-Responding-to-Positive-Tests.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Mask-Wearing-Mask-Breaks.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Staff-Student-Screening-updated.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol_-Triage-Area_Quaratine-Space.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Preparedness-Plan-2020-08-11-Final.pdf
https://portageps.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Elementary-Virtual-Parent-Schedule-FAQ.pdf
https://portageps.org/departments/curriculum/return-to-learn/
https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/
https://portageps.org/wod/information/school-calendar/
https://portageps.org/wod/organizations/woodland-pto/
https://portageps.org/wod/

