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Just a reminder there will be no school Wednesday, November 24th through Friday
November 26th for Thanksgiving break!

★ Winter is here! Remember to bring all your snow gear - hats, gloves, coats, boots and
snow pants.  We LOVE to go outside at recess everyday! We only have so many to
borrow in the office.

★ Positive case at Woodland-Over the weekend, we have been notified of a positive
COVID-19 case here at Woodland Elementary. The health and safety of our staff and
students is paramount, and we want to ensure that our families are aware of potential
infectious situations. In cooperation with the Kalamazoo County Health Department and
PPS Protocols, we have completed contact tracing and notified all individuals who may
be impacted by this case. Please refer to MDHHS guidance for further information.
Given the information above, we feel that there is minimal risk of any exposure for others
in the building, but we still feel compelled to share the information we can to inform you.
Please note that the names of those impacted cannot be shared. All contact tracing is
handled confidentially by the Health Department. In an effort to protect student and
employee privacy rights, we respectfully encourage all Portage Public Schools

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163-567531--,00.html


families not to spread rumors or false information. The health and safety of
everyone is important and trust that we will work as a community to support each
other as we face this pandemic together.If your child or someone in your home
begins experiencing symptoms or tests positive for COVID19, please contact our
main office immediately.  We will work together to figure out the next steps.  Feel free
to contact our office at 269-323-6600.Please continue to send well wishes to all of our
families experiencing the challenges of COVID19.  We are in this together!

★ Conferences are coming up!-Conferences will be held Nov. 16 and Nov. 18 in the
evening and will be virtual again this year.  Your child’s teacher will be sending more
detailed information in the next few weeks!

★ BITTERSWEET STUDENT/ADULT-Discounted lift tickets and rentals!Buy a
Bittersweet ski pass/card and receive discounted lift tickets and rentals!  The cards are
$27 per person for both adults and students (ages 7-18 years old).  Once you purchase the
card, bring it with you to Bittersweet and you will receive a discount on your lift ticket
AND rentals.  Adults will pay $31 for a lift ticket when they present the card (regular
price is $65 on the weekends without the ski card...HUGE savings!).  Students will pay
$27 for their discounted lift ticket...plus the student pass/card includes 2 free lessons!
Please return to Mrs. Broderick.

★ Pets at school-Although we love our furry friends please leave them home when you are
dropping off or picking up your child.  We want a safe space for both our students as well
as our four legged friends.  Thank you for your cooperation!

★ Picture retakes on Tuesday, November 23rd. Please return your picture package and
we will do the rest!

★ Want to find activities around the community for your child? Check out the Peach
jar link for district opportunities as well as our Portage Public Library link.  We even
have a Woodland alumni Gianna Key hosting a free cooking class!



○ Portage District Library
○ peach jar

A note from Mrs. Mion
Growth Mindset
This month teacher’s have been focusing on growth mindset. The language you use and the
actions you take show your children what you expect. Here are some phrases that could help you
to reinforce this character trait at home. Read the article to find out more about how you can
have a powerful impact on their childrens’ mindsets.

https://portagedistrictlibrary.evanced.info/msignup/Details?eventid=14326&fbclid=IwAR3mp_CjVHVWziMpTN0yPhN8wKuQoIXs8KL9RKlmZQX-0QKx1HTps1W-E6g
https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/districts/50015
https://www.mindsetworks.com/parents/growth-mindset-parenting




● CIRCLES-As we celebrate Native American Heritage Month, we recognize Michigan’s
rich indigenous history. There are three major tribal groups in our state today: the
Chippewa (Ojibwe), Ottawa (Odawa), and Potawatomi (Bodawatomi). Combined, they
have tribal memberships exceeding 80,000 people. While there are many different Native
American tribes, big and small, the name of the large tribe that cared for the land we now
call home is the Potawatomi. These first Americans hold deep connections to the earth
and all its creatures and place value on honoring elders and traditions. Their community
and tribes often share stories that are meant to teach and guide. The resource Seven
Grandfather Teachings is an example of this, as well as the way stories are used to share
culture among Tribes.

● To learn more about the Potawatomi check out this video from PBS Wisconsin: Tribal
Histories: Potawatomi

● As we approach Thanksgiving, we encourage you to read more stories that amplify the
voices of the first people of our nation and their message of cherishing and being thankful
for the land we inhabit. Listen to Giving Thanks by Chief Jake Swamp and We are the
Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom. Learn more with these stories from author Traci
Sorell, a member of the Cherokee nation. She grew up learning traditional Cherokee
customs and strives to write books to show Native Americans in a way that is accurate
and modern. Watch this interview, StoryMakers with Traci Sorell to learn more about
what inspires her as she discusses her book We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga. This
award-winning story shows a year of celebrations and experiences to be grateful for in
native culture. Listen to it here: We are Grateful Read Aloud. To learn more about
indigenous people past and present, also look for her book We Are Still Here.

● Let’s talk about it!
● What are some aspects of nature you are thankful for and why?
● How can you be a “Water Protector”?
● What other ways do we work to conserve the land?

Note: No PTO meeting in November or December our next meeting is January 26th.

https://nhbp-nsn.gov/seven-grandfather-teachings/
https://nhbp-nsn.gov/seven-grandfather-teachings/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngttqI4yzJ0&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngttqI4yzJ0&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PE2YHTSQVgY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGBo0yvHH5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGBo0yvHH5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsIxsPDOVoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSNl3108aHA


❖ Tuesday, November 16th and Thursday, November 18th-Conferences
❖ Wednesday, November 23-Friday, November 25th-Thanksgiving break
❖ Monday, November 29th-School Resumes
❖ Monday, December 20th-Winter Break starts
❖ PPS Protocols
❖ https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/- District calendar

The staff and parents at Woodland Elementary School work cooperatively to develop the whole
child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDAXuwqjvawEFOKmRMO_vnv_6GcDZf85/view?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/

