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Please check with your child’s teachers of fun activities throughout this week
before our Winter Break!

★ Parking lot and Parent loop-Please be EXTRA cautious and go slow in both places.
Please hold your child’s hand when walking them through the parking lot in the AM and
PM.  Give yourself extra time to get your child here on time now that the weather has
turned to winter.

★ Reminder from Mr. Getsinger-Please have your child bring gym shoes on the days they
have PE.  It is very challenging for them to move well in their boots!



★ Welcome to our Family Reading Resource site! You are your child's first teacher, we
want to partner with you as you help prepare him or her for the future.  This site contains
simple games, strategies, and videos that you can use at home to make a positive impact
on your child's success in school! https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/read/home

★ Borrowed Clothing-If your child has borrowed clothing from the office, please wash and
return to the office ASAP.  Thanks so much!

★ Remember last day of school is December 17th - Happy Winter Break! Return to
school on January 3rd

A note from Mrs. Mion
Social-Awareness
Social-Awareness is the ability to take the perspective of and empathize with others from
diverse backgrounds and cultures and to recognize family, school, and community resources
and support. This week you could take the time to focus on social awareness by having a
discussion with your child. Here are some questions to guide you.

1. Think about your best friend.  What is something you have in common with them?  What
are some differences?  How do you think that your similarities and differences affect your
friendship?

2. How does the character feel about this other character? How do you know?
3. Can you name some of the feelings the character might be feeling? Have you ever felt

that way? If so, what happened to make you feel like that?
4. How can you tell the character felt that way? (e.g., facial expressions, body language,

tone of voice, words, behavior
5. What do you think the character is thinking in this situation? How do you know what

he/she is thinking? Why do you think he/she is thinking that?

https://sites.google.com/portageps.org/read/home


★ Our Circles group is working hard on making meaningful connections as well as
supporting our students and staff with resources. Please take a moment and take the
survey.  We would love to hear your thoughts! CIRCLES parent survey

★ Christmas is coming and many families are busy preparing and celebrations are already
beginning. As we continue to focus on the use of light this holiday season, we invite you
to watch History of Christmas Lights to learn how the American tradition of decorating
with lights came to be. Listen to this fun fictional story about a town that takes the
Christmas light tradition a little too far: The Night the Lights Went Out on Christmas. If
you are interested in learning about the use of candles for some Christian families, listen
to this read aloud of An Advent Hope, A Children's Book about Family Advent Traditions.

○ Christmas is celebrated by over 2 billion people worldwide. To learn more about
the ways in which people celebrate in different places, check out this book list: 15
Books Celebrating Christmas Around the World.

○ Talk about it!
■ How can you compare the way lights are used at Christmastime to other

holidays?
■ What are some traditions you look forward to during the holiday season?

In any way you choose to celebrate, the CIRCLES Committee wishes you a happy holiday
season! We look forward to providing more diverse and inclusive learning opportunities for you
and your family in the new year.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lUhLQgrDe-DUIr0J6qnAeuYVyjfbWUZSU5RhSACfoNg/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcPynvIuX-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eq9M7q95GhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4ZstLnDTkY
https://childhood101.com/books-celebrating-christmas-around-the-world/
https://childhood101.com/books-celebrating-christmas-around-the-world/


★ News from our PTO-ATTENTION PFIZER EMPLOYEE'S we just found out that there is
a Pfizer program that would donate up to $1,000 to the PTO per employee for logging
volunteer hours at Woodland. If we have any Woodland parents/guardians,
grandparents, relatives that are Pfizer Employees we have many volunteer opportunities
for you that we could make fit your busy schedule please email us at
wodpto@gmail.com for more information, we would love to take advantage of this
program.

❖ Monday, December 20th-Winter Break starts
❖ Monday, January 3rd-School Resumes
❖ Thursday, January 20th-½ day
❖ Friday, January 21-No school end of the quarter
❖ PPS Protocols
❖ District Calendar – Portage Public Schools

The staff and parents at Woodland Elementary School work cooperatively to develop the whole
child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDAXuwqjvawEFOKmRMO_vnv_6GcDZf85/view?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/

