
Woodland Morning Memo
12/6/2021

Winter is here! Remember to bring all your snow gear - hats, gloves, coats, boots and snow
pants.  We LOVE to go outside in the snow at recess everyday! We only have so many to borrow
in the office.  Also, the rule is no snowball throwing or snowball fights.  The students have been
made aware of this rule.  Thank you for your support and reinforcement at home.

★ Parking lot and Parent loop-Please be EXTRA cautious and go slow in both places.
Please hold your child’s hand when walking them through the parking lot in the AM and
PM.  Give yourself extra time to get your child here on time now that the weather has
turned to winter.

★ Reminder from Mr. Getsinger-Please have your child bring gym shoes on the days they
have PE.  It is very challenging for them to move well in their boots!



★ Positive case at Woodland-Over the break, we have been notified of a positive
COVID-19 case here at Woodland Elementary. The health and safety of our staff and
students is paramount, and we want to ensure that our families are aware of potential
infectious situations. In cooperation with the Kalamazoo County Health Department and
PPS Protocols, we have completed contact tracing and notified all individuals who may
be impacted by this case. Please refer to MDHHS guidance for further information.
Given the information above, we feel that there is minimal risk of any exposure for others
in the building, but we still feel compelled to share the information we can to inform you.
Please note that the names of those impacted cannot be shared. In an effort to protect
student and employee privacy rights, we respectfully encourage all Portage Public
Schools families not to spread rumors or false information. The health and safety of
everyone is important and trust that we will work as a community to support each
other as we face this pandemic together. If your child or someone in your home
begins experiencing symptoms or tests positive for COVID19, please contact our
main office immediately.  We will work together to figure out the next steps.  Feel free
to contact our office at 269-323-6600.  Please continue to send well wishes to all of our
families experiencing the challenges of COVID19.  We are in this together!

★ Borrowed Clothing-If your child has borrowed clothing from the office, please wash and
return to the office ASAP.  Thanks so much!

★ Remember last day of school is December 17th - Happy Winter Break! Return to
school on January 3rd

A note from Mrs. Mion
Generosity
This month's character trait is Generosity. Teachers will be using this as an opportunity to help
students be kind to others in need. Here are some videos about generosity.

Definitions of Generosity:
1. the desire to give what you have to others, helping those in need

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163-567531--,00.html
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/film-festival-generosity-lesson-ideas


2. not being selfish, willing to share

Generosity Moto:  Do something for someone that can’t pay you back.

Here are some questions to guide your discussion of generosity at home.
1. What are the needs of our community?
2. Who in our community shows generosity? How?
3. What are three things you can do to help someone at school tomorrow?

★ Our Circles group is working hard on making meaningful connections as well as
supporting our students and staff with resources. Please take a moment and take the
survey.  We would love to hear your thoughts! CIRCLES parent survey

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lUhLQgrDe-DUIr0J6qnAeuYVyjfbWUZSU5RhSACfoNg/edit


★ Kwanzaa is a holiday that was created in 1966 to connect African Americans to their
African heritage. The name Kwanzaa comes from a Swahili phrase meaning “first fruits''
and represents the end of the harvest season. Kwanzaa lasts 7 days and spans from
December 26th to January 1st with families gathering for a big meal on the 6th day. During
Kwanzaa, people light a different candle on a special candle holder called a kinara. On
the kinara the middle candle is black to represent the people with 3 green candles on one
side to represent the land and hopes for prosperity in the future and 3 red candles on the
other to represent the struggle and blood shed during slavery. A new candle is lit each
night which is much like the tradition of lighting the menorah during Hanukkah. During
Kwanzaa, however, candles are usually lit by children and each candle represents a
different African principle that is discussed when the candle is lit.

○ The seven principles of Kwanzaa, also known as Nguzo Saba, are: 1. Umoja
meaning unity. 2. Kujichagulia meaning self-determination. 3. Ujima meaning
collective work and responsibility. 4. Ujamaa meaning co-operative economics. 5.
Nia meaning purpose. 6. Kuumba meaning creativity .7. Imani meaning faith.

○ Watch What Is Kwanzaa and How Is It Celebrated and this read aloud of Kevin's
Kwanzaa to learn more.

○ Talk about it!  Are there other holidays that involve gathering with families for a
meal? Which ones do you celebrate? How does what you do at that holiday
compare to what you learned about Kwanzaa?   Thinking about the meaning of
the 7 principles of Kwanzaa, what do those words mean to you? How can we use
these principles in our own life?

❖ Monday, December 20th-Winter Break starts
❖ Monday, January 3rd-School Resumes
❖ PPS Protocols
❖ District Calendar – Portage Public Schools

The staff and parents at Woodland Elementary School work cooperatively to develop the whole
child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKLvaql9Xvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3Lyii40-G4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3Lyii40-G4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDAXuwqjvawEFOKmRMO_vnv_6GcDZf85/view?usp=sharing
https://portageps.org/parents/district-calendar/



