
January 2022
Dear 5th Grade Parents/Guardians,

I am thrilled to have students in the library this year as the library was shut down due to
COVID-19 in March of 2020.  My goal is to help them become skillful researchers, ethical users
of information, and engaged readers.  During our first semester in the library we have covered
several library skills.

● Students have been learning how to follow an inquiry-based process in seeking
knowledge in curricular subjects and how to make real-world connections for this
process in their own life.

○ Students have been working on this skill through our Genius Hour research
projects.  Our next Genius Hour project will be connected with the 5th grade
science standard of obtaining and combining information about ways individual
communities use science ideas to protect the Earth’s resources and environment.

● Students have been learning how to find, evaluate and select appropriate sources to
answer research questions.

○ Students have been working on this skill through our traditional library class time
by learning how to evaluate websites.  Evaluating websites includes determining
authority, currency, functionality, accuracy and objectivity.

● Students have been learning how to gather and share information with one another
along with practicing ethical, safe, and discerning behavior while using information and
media technology.

○ Students have been working on this skill through the use of Digital Citizenship
lessons which are put together by Common Sense Media.  Topics discussed are
listed below.

■ Personal versus private information.
■ What is Clickbait?
■ Finding My Media Balance?

● Students participated in the Hour of Code in December 2021.  The Hour of Code is an
introduction to computer science.  It provides students the opportunity to learn the basics
of coding.   The coding activities are designed to help support problem-solving skills and
logic.  The coding activities are available for student use in the library google classroom.

● Students have been learning how to use the online library catalog Destiny and locate the
book of their choice in the library.

Please continue to encourage your child to read their library books and return them for more.  If
you have any questions about what we have covered this year, please do not hesitate to reach
out to me.  I can be contacted via email or by phone at kboehme@portageps.org or 323-6685.

Kelley Boehme
Elementary School Librarian and Interventionist
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