
Music
Listed below are the songs, poems, speech pieces and literature that we used in First Grade to
learn musical concepts.  Each piece is listed under the musical element that is taught.  Although
only listed once, some pieces may fit under more than one element.
Rhythm
A Tisket a Tasket………………………………………………………American Game Song
The students used two different instruments in this song.  One instrument was used for the
rhythm and the other was used for the beat.  They also played a game the corresponded with
the song.
Jig Jog…………………………………………………………………………………...Traditional
Using icons, the students played the short and long patterns in the song.  We used two different
instruments in this song, one for the rhythm and the other for the beat.
March of the Lion…………..From Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint-Saens
Listening to this exciting music we followed a listening map and then moved about the room like
lions.
The Elephant……………………………………………………………………………. Saint-Saëns
This song is organized in patterns of three or triple meter. This makes the beats move in a
“strong, weak, weak,”pattern. We were able to see this with our listening map and we moved
like elephants around the room to show this point.
Good Night Moon…………………...…Book By Margaret Wise/ Song By Edna G. Buttolph
We read the classic bedtime story, Good Night Moon, and then learned a song that went along
with the book.  The students then figured out which parts of the song used a “short, short, long”
rhythm pattern and played in on the rhythm sticks.
I Love You Forever……………………………………………..Book by Robert Munsch
The students played the steady beat on the glockenspiels during the repeating song in this
book.
We are Gathered……………………………………………………………………………..Kleiner
With this song we created our own rhythm patterns using the names of sea creatures.  We then
played these rhythms on instruments as a class.

Melody
Lucy……….……………………………………………………………..Traditional American Song
We learned about high and low pitches with this song as well as the melodic direction that a
song can have.  After we played this song on the stair-step bells we used the parachute to show
the high and low pitches.
A Tree is Nice………………………………………………..…. Book by Urdy and Simont
We sang a refrain in this story, (the part that repeats).  We also figured out the melody for the
refrain and played it on the stair step bells.
Tideo………………………………………………………………………………………..Traditional
After learning a fun folk dance with this song the students figured out the 3 different ways
“Tideo” was sung in the song and played those ways on the bells.



The Aquarium…………………………..From Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint-Saens
We followed a listening map with this piece of music that showed the highs and lows.  We then
practiced following it ourselves while listening.  After this we moved in the same way around the
room to the contour of the music, like fish swimming in the sea.
The Swan………………………………..From Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint-Saens
The students listened to this piece of music and we looked at a listening map which showed the
high and low parts of the song.  After following the map we noticed that some parts of the music
returned to the same part and discussed the form of the piece.

We have had a great time discovering and learning together. I have really enjoyed teaching
music to your child. Please feel free to contact me if there are questions regarding the
curriculum or the district benchmarks. Thank you for this opportunity to work with your child and
I look forward to the musical adventures in learning that we will have next year!
Have a musical summer!
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