
Music
The Fifth Graders at Woodland have worked very hard this semester.  Here are some of the
things that they have learned in Music.

The Fourth and Fifth graders attended the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra Youth Concert in
March of 2022.  The theme of this year’s concert was “Journey Into Jazz.”
Here are the pieces that were part of the concert:
Journey Into Jazz…………………………………………………………………..…….……Schuller
Repetition………………………………………………………………………………….………..Hefti
Symphony No. 4 (Allegro ma non troppo)……………………………………………..Beethoven

The fifth graders took the Selmer Music test in preparation for Middle School.  The results of this
test are used by the middle school band directors to help determine which instrument the
student may be best suited for.  The students were also visited by the middle school band, choir
and orchestra teachers.  These teachers spoke individually with each student and helped them
make their decisions for sixth grade music classes.

Dos Orugitas……………………………………………………………………………………….Yatra
With this song we learned the form and chord changes of the song.  After playing the chords on
tone chimes, we created a routine with the parachute and ribbons to illustrate the form of the
song.

Surface Pressure……………………………………………………………………………Miranda
This song is all about tension.  The composer uses the addition of instruments to create tension
in the music.  The lesson added various instrument parts to the song to build the tension.

Chicken on a Fence Post/Coffee Grows…………………………………...Traditional American
This song includes a game which is very fun to play.  The students learned rhythm parts for this
song, along with chords on tone chimes and guitar.  We had fun playing and singing this song.

Dandiya Raas ……………………………………………………………………..Traditional Indian
Translated this means stick dance.  The students learned a traditional Indian stick dance and
then watched various moves used in Indian stick dance to help create their own stick dance.

Lil’ Liza Jane……………………………………………………………………Traditional American
The focus of this song was to learn to read notes on the treble staff.  After reading the melody
the students played this song on barred instruments.

The students, in pairs, picked various pieces of sheet music and read and played the songs for
the class on barred instruments.  They did a great job and it was great to see how far they have
come on reading rhythms and melodies with traditional, symbolic notation.



Fifty Nifty…………………………………………………………………………………Charles
The students learned this fun song, which will help them remember all of the states in
alphabetical order, then created their own state rhythms which we read as a class.

We have had a great time discovering and learning together. I have really enjoyed teaching
music to your child. Please feel free to contact me if there are questions regarding the
curriculum or the district benchmarks. Thank you for this opportunity to work with your child.
Have a musical summer!
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