
Music
The Second Graders at Woodland have worked very hard this semester.  Here are some of the
things that they have learned in music.

Folk Dances- Folk dances helped us discover the musical concepts of beat and form.  They
also help us to share space and work together.  Plus, they are really fun.  These are the folk
dances that we learned this quarter:
The Broom Dance Alabama Girls
Cut the Cake Chimes of Dunkirk
Bobolinka The Highland Gates
Down In the Valley The Heel Toe Polka

Rhythm (patterns of sound and silence)
The Mitten............................................................................................A Ukrainian Folktale
We learned about short and long rhythms in the speech piece. We also learned about the
different timbres of classroom percussion instruments. For this reason, we chose a different
instrument to represent each animal.
Omochio Tsukimasho……………………………………………Japaneese Handclapping Game
After learning this hand clapping game, the students read all of the rhythms for the song and put
them in the correct order.  They then played each part on a different instrument.

Melody (how the pitches of music move up, down and stay the same)
Acka, Backa…………………………………………………………….American Game Song
We played a fun game and did a clapping pattern with this song.  After we figured out the
rhythm to this song we realized that the song only uses three pitches, Mi, La and Sol.   We also
played the song on the xylophones.

Form (How the larger sections of the music are put together)
Main Theme from Star Wars…………………………………………………………..Williams
A Million Dreams………………………………………………………………..Pasek and Paul
The students created ribbon movements to these great pieces of music to show the form.

Timbre(The sounds different instruments make and why)
Charlie Over the Ocean………..…………………………………………Play Party Game
The students practiced using their singing voices as we played this game.

We have had a great time discovering and learning together. I have really enjoyed teaching
music to your child. Please feel free to contact me if there are questions regarding the
curriculum or the district benchmarks. Thank you for this opportunity to work with your child and
I look forward to the musical adventures in learning that we will have next year!
Have a musical summer! Michele Helner, Music Educator, 323-6623, mhelner@portageps.org


