
 
Vision:  An exceptional, continuously improving learning culture with high expectations, committed to all! 

Mission:  Portage Public Schools will educate all students to achieve their potential 

 
Curriculum Instruction Council 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

 
 
Mike Huber called the meeting of the Curriculum Instruction Council to order at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room of Central High School. 
 
Members Present:  Brian Abbott, Michelle Braat, Lisa Buchinger Aldrich, Erin Crouch, Andy DeVisser, 
Amy DiMaggio, John Dunlop, Donna Emerson, Bob Garvelink, Amy Gray, Tara Heywood, Bryan Hill, 
Mike Huber,  Jason Jarrett, Kristin Kelly, Colin Killmer, Elizabeth Kraatz, Rachel Kubinski, Eric 
Lancaster, Xiaoan Li, Peggy Link, Rachel Messer, Amy Meyer, Jill Meyle, Paul Murray, Ryan O’Neill, 
Mae Orr, Kathleen Phipps, Karen Prater, Greg Rapp, Mary Roobol, Shelley Rowlson, Anne Schnurstein, 
Kelly Schultz, Rick Searing, Lisa Stucky, Matt Tabor, Jenny Taffee, Mahsa Teachman, Logan Thomas, 
Travis Thomsen, Molly Vandekoppel, Rhonda VanderVeen, Rosa Vergel, Stephanie Wagner, Jeanna 
Walker, Karen Warner, Joanne Willson 
 
Members Absent:  Jennifer Bonner, Andria Carson-Wright, Scott Cuel, Renee Flynn, Amanda Goyings, 
Nancy Martin, Jeanine Mattson-Gearhart, Michael Pascoe, Rachele Reidel, Megan Richter, Pete 
Schermerhorn, Dan Vomastek, Jessica Winstanley, Laura Wright 
 
Action Items: 
 
Approval of May 17, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
Mary Roobol moved to approve the minutes as written. 
Michelle Braat seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Middle School Social Studies Textbook Pilot Proposal 
Was approved via Google Form in July 2017 
 
Informational Items: 
 
Guaranteed Viable Curriculum (GVC) 

• We are building our GVC and making sure we know what our standards are 

• 3rd Grade Retention – we have the ability to increase supports throughout K-3 grade levels 

• Elementary Science committee will continue and grow to 24 people 

• Science team with elementary and secondary teachers has been formed to navigate some of the 
Science guidelines internally and bring structure to teachers that is attainable 

 

Committee for Elementary ELA Assessment & Instruction Review 

• There will be a motion at the October CIC meeting regarding an elementary literacy team of 24 
teachers and administrators. 

 



Committee for Elementary Recess Review 

• Will be bringing a committee of educators and parents from this team together to review recess at 
all of our buildings 

• Who is willing to serve on this group? 
 

 
Proposals: 
 
CMS Riding for Focus Proposal 
John Dunlop and Kate Overheul presented the Riding for Focus (RFF) proposal to the CIC committee.  
CMS would like to implement a Riding for Focus (RFF) program during the fall of 2017.  The RFF 
program uses cycling as a tool for children to achieve academic, health, and social success.  CMS was 
selected by the Specialized Foundation to participate and will be provided a fleet of 50 mountain bikes, 
helmets, curriculum, and training to implement the program over a minimum of the next 2 years.  
Students will participate in the program during their physical education classes. 
 
Processing Questions & Responses 
 

Questions Responses 

What about lice with sharing 
helmets? 

Students who are using school helmets can be issued their own surgical cap to wear under the 
helmet.  These students will just keep that for the entire unit.  Helmets will also be cleaned and 
sanitized on a regular basis.  Incidentally, head lice has been basically non-existent at CMS, we had 
one student who was documented in the last year. 

Will students provide their own 
helmet? 

We have 50 helmets available but kids are welcome to use their own helmets if they wish. 

Will only trails be 
used?  Safety concern. 
 

We will be using parking lots and grass areas initially in the program for the road readiness 
portion.  After students have completed road readiness we will be using the Portage Bikeway trails, 
including Shaver Road, Eliason, and Bicentennial trails.  Students will cross from Central campus at 
lights on Westnedge and/or Centre Ave to access the trails. 

Is there a plan for special needs 
students?  How will students 
with physical need be able to 
ride? 

We will have students with a wide variety of biking experience and inexperience.  We plan to group 
students and do skill building activities based on their skill levels.  Students with special needs will 
get some additional time during homeroom or in smaller groups during class to help them be able to 
ride.  We have resources and lessons that will help these students. The overall goal of the project is 
to teach all kids how to ride a 2 wheel bike. 

 
 
College Success Strategies Pilot Course 
Mike Huber presented the College Success Strategies proposal to the committee.  As PPS begins the 
Early Middle College (EMC) program through KVCC, the College Success Strategies course will be a 
required class for all students participating in EMC.  The students will examine and apply strategies in 
reading comprehension, note-taking, outlining, basic communication skills, time-scheduling, research 
skills, and test awareness.  This will be a semester class that one teacher from both CHS and NHS will be 
teaching.  These two teachers have been partnering with KRESA to develop the curriculum for Portage.  
PPS does plan on opening this course up to more than just EMC students. 
 
 
 



Processing of Questions & Responses 
 

Questions Responses 

Would there be a reason to continue 
Freshman Focus?  Will this take its 
place? 

At this point, Freshman Focus would remain a course.  While topics may be similar, the 
depth is in high school readiness vs. college readiness. 
 
Should keep Freshmen Focus, since it works with younger students, and their focus is 
on success in high school rather than college. There will be some overlap, but it will 
hopefully reinforce what they’ve already learned. 

Is it too early for 10th grade or too 
late for 12th - career path? 

No, it’s not too late for any grade levels.  The best application is for 10th grade 
students. 
 
Would assume that this class must be offered primarily to sophomores in order for them 
to access the EMC program. So, in essence, it is too late for 12th graders; they don’t 
really need it. 

What elective credit?  Could it give 
any credit in the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum? 

It provides elective credit for graduation, but there are no requirements or application to 
other courses in the MMC. 
 
Doesn’t meet the requirements of MMC. 

Should it be a required course for 
all? 

With this as an elective, it will not be required.  Whether it should be required is a 
question that could be entertained - but that is a much more impactful question. 
 
No, it should not be required unless they are pursuing the EMC track. Otherwise, there 
is no reason to make it a required course. Eric Alburtus mentioned that there could 
potentially be push-back from students and parents if we mandated this course. 

What plan is in place to incorporate 
research skills via the library skills 
curriculum? 

The CSS course curriculum has an essential topic in academic preparation around 
library skills where students develop library , research, and information literacy skills. 
 
Ditto to what was stated above. Part of the CSS course curriculum incorporates research 
skills. 

Community High participation in 
EMC? 

At this point in time, we have not had conversations around CoHS participating in EMC 
based on establishing the program.  This doesn’t mean we couldn’t look into that in the 
future. 
 
Agreed. Down the road, CoHS should become involved. Potentially, their students 
could take this course either at Northern or Central. I am not opposed to opening up this 
discussion with Community High, but I feel it would have to be done with plans for 
2018-2019. 

 
 

Early/Middle College 
College Success Strategies Course Essential Topics 

 
Academic Preparation and Alignment 

• Learning Styles – Discovering How You Learn (Key Cognitive Strategies) 
• Learning to Read and Understand College Textbooks (Key Cognitive Strategies) 
• Developing Library, Research & Information Literacy Skills (Key Content Knowledge)  
• Writing and Speaking Effectively (Key Content Knowledge) 



Study Skills Development 
• Time Management- Creating a Plan That Works – (Key Learning Skills and Techniques) 
• Learning to Study, Comprehend and Remember – (Key Learning Skills and Techniques) 
• Being Actively Engaged in the Learning Process – (Key Learning Skills and Techniques) 
• Taking Effective Notes – (Key Learning Skills and Techniques) 
• Participating in Class – (Key Learning Skills and Techniques) 
• Improving Your Performance on Exams and Tests– (Key Learning Skills and Techniques) 
• Making the Right Choice for Majors and Careers – (Key Learning Skills and Techniques) 

Social Maturity Skills 
• Exploring Your Purpose for Attending College – (Key Transition Knowledge and Skills) 
• Understanding Emotional Intelligence – (Key Transition Knowledge and Skills) 
• Establishing and Maintaining Relationships in College – (Key Transition Knowledge and Skills) 
• Appreciating Diversity – (Key Transition Knowledge and Skills) 
• Maintaining Wellness – (Key Transition Knowledge and Skills) 
• Postsecondary Awareness, Norms/Culture – (Key Transition Knowledge and Skills) 

 
PLTW Launch Program for Science Proposal 
Mike Huber and Mary Roobol briefed the committee on the PLTW Launch Program Proposal for the 
Elementary Science Program.  The PLTW Launch Program has already been implemented at LCE and 
CEL and the results have been positive.  PPS would like to expand this program to the other 6 elementary 
buildings.  Our elementary science program is under review currently to become aligned with Michigan 
Science Standards and we have an opportunity to combine STEM-based programming as a slice of our 
science program.  If approved, PPS will select the modules that would work best for our students.  This 
program would not represent the entire science program.   
 
Processing of Questions & Responses 
 

Questions Responses 

Volunteer needs? 
Engineers, code. 

Volunteers are great as they provide valuable insight into the work that engineers do.  They make 
that real world connection for the students.  We have a form we use to ask for volunteers - it 
works well and is driven by individual elementary buildings and their requested need. 

What grade levels will be 
participating in this? 

K-5 

Has PPS thought about 
having a storage area for 
our science materials? 

Each grade level has a separate storage area for materials.  There is not a separate storage area for 
science materials.  The expectation would be that each shared-pair of elementary buildings 
maintains and houses their PLTW materials. 

Which modules are they 
going to buy for the 
different grades? 

Grade Module Module 

K Pushes and Pulls Structure and Function: Human Body 
1 Light and Sound Sun, Moon, & Stars 
2 The Changing Earth Properties of Matter 
3 Stability and Motions Forces and 

Interactions 
Variation of Traits 

4 Energy Collisions Energy Conversions 
5 Robotics and Automation Infection: Detection 

               
                                  



 
Who is going to set up? 
Where do we find time in 
curriculum to do this? 

Integration is key.  Alisha Mendham and Kristi Kling have been able to integrate it with ELA 
standards including writing!  In 3rd grade there is nothing on the report card for 3rd quarter, so 
one unit would fit there easily. Many units are also part of the current curriculum.  The current 
science program elements would be replaced with PLTW modules.   

 
Have test scores improved? 

LCE has been using PLTW in pockets… we are not seeing MSTEP improving, but MSTEP does 
not include the new NGSS standards until the 2019. 

Space, body systems? 

5th grade will still teach space; “Infection Detection” is part of our HGD curriculum.  Yes, our 
HGD curriculum will still have to be taught at 5th grade.  
K (Structure and Function: Human Body) and 1st (Sun, Moon, & Stars); the upper grades will 
need to address this material outside of PLTW. 

What is going to be 
eliminated? 

The PLTW modules will replace current class science instruction.  Our current science topics are 
being evaluated to create alignment with the Michigan Science Standards. 

Can it be after school? 
No.  It is a core subject area that would be required during the school day.  Having PLTW as a 
part of the curriculum does not mean that STEM clubs and activities related to the curriculum 
cannot be outside the school day. 

Not enough discussion time 
to move forward. Prior 
experienced 
teachers/schools to present 

LCE has presented with students and projects at CIC, with strong outcomes.  We have a night in 
the spring where we have our students present their learning.   
 
LCE has been piloting for 3 years and CEL for 1 year, and other schools have strong interest in 
joining this pilot.  This pilot would establish programming at each school without impacting 
every student in the school.  

Have other "STEM labs" 
been looked at in other 
districts? 

PLTW has a strong research base and application throughout the country in positive STEM 
outcomes 

Will there be more wear 
and tear on the materials 
when shared between 
buildings? 

As with anything shared, the materials receive more use.  This is a way to manage costs and still 
deliver a high quality program. 

STEM labs w/ trained 
STEM teacher? 

All PLTW teachers at the 6 new schools this year have been trained as teacher-trainers.  

How will the sharing 
between buildings work? 
 
What are the logistics of 
sharing? 

Good question.  A schedule would need to be set up. 
 
We paired buildings to establish smaller groups in working together. 

If there is money, can it be 
purchased outright for each 
building, rather than 
sharing? 

Yes, we would seek to do this. 

When will training happen? 
What will training look 
like? 

Many of the teachers trained this summer would like to teach a module or two before training 
other teachers.  Training could also be accomplished by attending PLTW sessions. 
 
We would plan to train other teachers during the summer with support throughout the school 
year. 

Can the training be grade-
level specific? 

Yes, the training is specific to the grade level, taught by teacher-trainers at that grade level. 



 


