
 
Vision:  An exceptional, continuously improving learning culture with high expectations, committed to all! 

Mission:  Portage Public Schools will educate all students to achieve their potential 

 
Curriculum Instruction Council 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

 
 
Mike Huber called the meeting of the Curriculum Instruction Council to order at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room of Central High School. 
 
Members Present:  Brian Abbott, Jennifer Bonner, Michelle Braat, Lisa Buchinger Aldrich, 
Andria Carson-Wright, Erin Crouch, Andy DeVisser, Amy DiMaggio, John Dunlop, Donna 
Emerson, Rennee Flynn, Bob Garvelink, Amy Gray, Bryan Hill, Mike Huber, Kristin Kelly, 
Colin Killmer, Elizabeth Kraatz, Rachel Kubinski, Eric Lancaster, Peggy Link, Nancy Martin, 
Rachel Messer, Jill Meyle, Paul Murray, Ryan O’Neill, Kathleen Phipps, Karen Prater, Greg 
Rapp, Mary Roobol, Shelley Rowlson, Anne Schnurstein, Kelly Schultz, Rick Searing, Matt 
Tabor, Jenny Taffee, Mahsa Teachman, Travis Thomsen, Molly Vandekoppel, Rhonda 
VanderVeen, Rosa Vergel, Joanne Willson, Laura Wright 
 
Members Absent:  Scott Cuel, Amanda Goyings, Tara Heywood, Jason Jarrett, Xiaoan Li, 
Jeanine Mattson-Gearhart, Amy Meyer, Mae Orr, Michael Pasco, Rachele Reidel, Megan 
Richter, Pete Schermerhorn, Lisa Stucky, Logan Thomas, Dan Vomastek, Stephanie Wagner, 
Jeanna Walker, Karen Warner, Jessica Winstanley 
 
Action Items: 
 
Approval of October 18, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
Michelle Braat moved to approve the minutes as written. 
Rick Searing seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Informational Items: 
 
HGD Curriculum Update 
Mike Huber explained to the committee that PPS middle school level HGD is delivered by 
Prevention Works.  Every couple of years Prevention Works updates the curriculum.  The PPS 
HGD committee reviews these updates as they occur and if they feel comfortable with the 
changes, a public forum is held for the community to review the changes.  With the increase in 
sexually transmitted diseases in Kalamazoo County, Prevention Works has added in and adjusted 
a few of the lessons around this topic.  Two forums will be held for the public to review in the 
next few months. 
 
 
 
 

 



Secondary Science Committee Update 
The secondary Science team has continued to meet to review our Science curriculum.  The 
committee needs to make sure we navigate what it looks like to have our Science curriculum 
move forward to be ready for the 2020 testing date. 
 
Proposals: 
 
AP United States Government & Politics 
Tama Salisbury briefed the committee on the proposal to implement a summer reading 
assignment for students who will take AP United States Government and Politics their 
sophomore year.  The assignment will ask students to read the Constitution and answer questions 
relating to the structure, responsibilities, and powers of each branch of Government. 
 
 

Questions Responses 

How will the students have access 
to reading The Constitution? 

With the 1:1 rollout of Chromebooks, we have a significant 
number of students who would be able to access it online.  We will 
also have a number of textbooks that could go home with the 
students for the summer.  

How will the students know which 
questions will need to be 
answered? 

The questions and information about how to access the 
Constitution will be given to the students prior to school getting 
out in June. 

What about 2nd semester students 
taking AP US Government and 
Politics? 

We will collect the assignment through Google classroom, or the 
student will drop off his/her assignment at the start of the school 
year.  For second semester students, we will encourage them to 
review the assignment before the class starts 2nd semester. 

What about late students who 
register for the class? 

We would ask them to complete the assignment before they start 
the class. 

What about students who move in 
during the summer and register for 
the class? 

The counselors would have the summer reading list and would 
notify the student what needed to be completed before school 
starts. 

If the student did not complete the 
summer reading assignment, would 
it be a barrier for the student to 
take the class? 

Not a barrier, but the assignment is a requirement (a grade will be 
put into the gradebook, and if not completed, the student will earn 
a zero).   

Would like to see more details on 
what will be expected for students 
to actually do with the assigned 
reading. 

Students will be answering a set of guided questions about the 
literal content of the Constitution (not implied content).  For 
example, what are the required qualifications of a member of the 
House of Representatives? 



Does the addition of this for 
summer reading in addition to the 
summer ELA reading create too 
much?  How many students take 
both honors ELA and AP Gov? 

Many students take both Honors English and Advanced Placement 
Government, however, we do not believe that reading the 
Constitution is an overwhelming task.  The Constitution is short and 
students have engaged with it in the past (e.g. Middle School).  The 
purpose of the assignment is not to create extra work, but to allow 
us more time to have deeper conversations about the Constitution 
earlier in the semester.  Reading the Constitution over the summer 
also provides students with an opportunity to focus on the 
assignment (as opposed to completing the work at the same time as 
they are completing the coursework of six other classes). 
 

 
 
High School Precalculus Pilot 
Matt Tabor and Rob Hoopingarner briefed the committee on the Precalculus pilot.  With the 
current Precalculus textbooks starting to fall apart, it will soon be time to order new ones.  The 
Precalculus teachers would like to explore the best textbook option to move forward with.  They 
would like a textbook that transitions nicely from Algebra 1 & 2 to Calculus.  The teachers 
would like to pilot the “Precalculus with Limits, 4th Ed.”  by Ron Larson and Paul Battaglia for 
the 3rd marking period in their current Precalculus classes.  Cengage will be providing the pilot 
books to us free for the pilot.  After the pilot, a decision will be made to either purchase the 
“Precalculus with Limits” text for the 2018/2019 school year or purchase the latest edition of the 
current Precalculus textbook.   
 
 

Questions Responses 

How many sections are running 
this year at CHS? 

2 sections. 

Are NHS and CHS on the same 
page for Precalculus? 

 

Yes.  There was some thought about going away from Precalc, but 
teachers feel is is still needed because of pacing in regards to IB 
Math Studies SL. 

Have you tried out the software 
integration on the Chromebooks? 

We have not tried it yet on the Chromebooks, however, the rep has 
assured us that it should work on all platforms. 

Will all the Precalc sections be 
piloting this? 

Yes.  There are 4 sections total. 

Does the content flow well to the 
Calculus course? 

Yes. 

With new IB math curriculum, 
does it make sense to purchase 
textbooks prior to knowing the 
details? 

The new IB Math curriculum is largely a reorganization, while the 
content of the classes remains largely unchanged. Precalculus is not 
affected by the IB curriculum and both buildings see a need to 
continue to also offer a Precalculus class. 



Should we be concerned about 
CHS and NHS not being on the 
same page for math (Calc. vs. 
IB)?  Are there possibly too 
many electives? 

No, both buildings see a need for a Precalculus class. In the area of 
junior and senior level math electives, the number of offerings aligns 
with our offerings at the freshmen and sophomore levels. These 
offerings are all intended to best meet the needs of our students. 
While this does have some negative consequences, such as number 
of plannings for our teachers and sometimes unbalanced classes, we 
feel the benefits to our students far outweigh those issues. 

Do we have the essential 
standards for Precalc defined and 
is it aligned to the final exam? 

Yes, those standards necessary to be successful in calculus.  I’m not 
sure what is meant by “it?”  The standards?  Yes, each exam is 
aligned to the standards taught in first and second semester, 
respectively.  The book?  Yes, we may have to do some 
reorganization but precalculus topics are largely precalculus 
topics.  Different books may order topics somewhat differently, or 
they may be presented differently.  The content of the exams, 
combined, should be the same.  In terms of the pilot, we should be 
able to use the same exam. 

 
 
Middle School ELA Pilot 
Karen Prater briefed the committee on the middle school ELA novels that the teachers at NMS 
and CMS would like to pilot.  The two novels to be piloted are “The War That Saved My Life” 
by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley for 6th grade and “Cinder” by Marissa Meyer for 8th grade.  The 
MS ELA team is always looking for new novels that interest this age group while helping to 
teach our Essential Learnings and broaden students’ knowledge, vocabulary and imaginations.  
PPS would not have to purchase the novels for the pilot as they can be purchased through the 
PTO or by using Scholastic dollars. 
 
 

Questions Responses 

Is WMS already using “The 
War That Saved My Life?” 

WMS is not using the book as a class novel. A teacher assigned 
students to pick a book of their choice to read and report on. One 
student chose The War That Saved My Life. 

Is it possible to rotate the 
novels between the classes and 
purchase fewer copies? 

That is definitely something we can talk about as a team. The more a 
book is used - the more quickly it starts to fall apart and needs to be 
replaced. Rotating the books will cost less at this time, but will require 
us to buy more sooner. 

Is there a teacher at WMS who 
is willing to pilot the two 
novels? 

I have put the pilot out there for all teachers to have a chance in 
piloting, I have not heard any responses back at this time. 

Will “Cinder” appeal to 
boys?  Have you done a focus 
group with boys? 

Very much so!!! There have been boys in our focus groups, and they 
have loved the books; some in particular that went on to read the whole 
series. 



Both female leads...was this 
deliberate?  Consequences for boy 
engagement? 

As stated, it is very difficult to find appropriate books for middle 
school students to read as a class. Both books having female leads 
was coincidental. Both books are very engaging for boys and 
girls. In examining our novels at all grades, the majority probably 
have male leads.  

Where can we get the list of all the 
approved novels for use at the MS 
level? 

It is listed in our Course of Studies. This summer, when teachers 
are working on curriculum writing, the list needs to be revised.  

 
 
9th Grade Honors Modern American History 
Kent Baker explained to the committee that the Honors Modern American History teachers have 
identified a need to support student learning prior to taking the honors level course.  The 
proposal is for incoming honors freshman to be required to read one selected book prior to the 
beginning of school.   “The 9/11 Report:  A Graphic Adaptation” by Sid Jacobson and Ernie 
Colon is the book of choice for the summer of 2018.  The rationale for the summer reading is to 
encourage independent reading, enhance reading comprehension, supplement academic reading 
across the curriculum and generate discussion and activities based on shared experience and 
inquiry. 
 
 

Questions Responses 

What is the cost of the book? Ranges from $12-$15 

Would the student have to purchase the book? 
The goal is to have 100 books available for 
students.  Once those 100 books are gone, if the student 
cannot find a copy of the book at the Portage District 
Library, he/she would be encouraged to purchase a copy. 

Would new students entering our district 
during the summer be blocked from taking 
the class if they did not read the book? 

They would not be blocked from taking the 
class.  However, when they do meet with their counselors 
to register, they will be notified of the summer reading 
requirement. 

For summer reading programs, is there any 
sort of mechanic to have students donate their 
books to the school after they have read it for 
students to read for the next school year? 

If students would be willing to donate their books upon 
finishing the reading, that would be wonderful.  We could 
then share those out to students for the next school year. 



Is a graphic novel the best format 
for all students to learn?  How 
does it compare to other formats 
(traditional novel, online, etc.)? 

 

Graphic novels are one of many formats to reach students. They are 
not a replacement for those traditional formats, merely a supplement. 
They have been shown to facilitate a high level of engagement for the 
reader and can assist in building critical reading skills. The images in 
graphic novels can depict emotion and action in ways that can be 
useful to students as they engage with the text and ‘story’. There is no 
question that the other formats mentioned in the question (novels, 
online text, etc…) can and are useful as well. We chose this graphic 
adaptation of the 9/11 Report to introduce a challenging topic to 
students and bring honors students ready to start the year running 
when we examine the anniversary of the events of that world 
changing event. 

What is the philosophical stance 
as a district on summer reading 
and assignments across curricular 
areas? 

 

Portage Public Schools doesn’t have a philosophical stance on 
summer reading and summer assignments. 

Would this be a barrier to the 
student taking the class? 

No. Copies will be made available at the public and school libraries. 
If students fail to complete the assignment, there is a negative impact 
to their class grade. This would not, however, remove them from the 
class. 

Is this book available through 
Scholastic book orders or book 
fair? 

Not through Scholastic, but it is available through Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble. 

Where would the funding come 
from for the first 100 copies? 

We are requesting that funding for the first 100 copies come from the 
school district. 

Are you looking at other summer 
reading materials? 

Not at this time. 

What is the potential cost if PPS 
purchases the books? 

$1,500.00 

How can we work towards eBook 
solutions for often replaced 
books? 

There is currently not an eBook option available using our 
Chromebook platform.  As we continue to deploy the Chromebooks, 
we will assess the ability and practicality of eBooks and other digital 
textbook resources. 

If we are providing copies of the 
books for students to borrow in 
Social Studies for summer 
reading, are we opening the door 
for this in English?  

We are unsure at this time how we would provide books for reading 
in the summer.  As with other guaranteed curricular components, we 
are expected to provide the materials for our students. 



Does summer reading for 
this course discourage 
students from enrolling in 
honors MAH?  

We feel that this would minimally impact enrollment in honors but will 
clarify one of the differences between the two levels. If students are 
interested in taking Honors MAH, we think that they will be interested in this 
book and the length of the selection will not discourage them. We picked a 
graphic novel of high interest for this reason. 

Does this reduce the 
honors enrollment? 

We feel that this would minimally impact enrollment in honors. It will 
expand their knowledge of a crucial event in American history. We don’t 
have time to delve deeply into this important topic.  This book will allow our 
classes to jump into deep conversation the first week of school.   

 
 
 
 


