
 
Vision:  An exceptional, continuously improving learning culture with high expectations, committed to all! 

Mission:  Portage Public Schools will educate all students to achieve their potential 

 
Curriculum Instruction Council 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 

 
 
Mike Huber called the meeting of the Curriculum Instruction Council to order at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room of Central High School. 
 
Members Present:  Brian Abbott, Jennifer Bonner, Michelle Braat, Lisa Buchinger-Aldrich, 
Scott Cuel, Andy DeVisser, Amy DiMaggio, John Dunlop, Donna Emerson, Rennee Flynn, Bob 
Garvelink, Tara Heywood, Mike Huber, Jason Jarrett, Colin Killer, Elizabeth Kraatz, Rachel 
Kubinski, Eric Lancaster, Nancy Martin, Amy Meyer, Ryan O’Neill, Kathleen Phipps, Rachele 
Reidel, Mary Roobol, Anne Schnurstein, Kelly Schultz, Rick Searing, Lisa Stucky, Matt Tabor, 
Jenny Taffee, Molly Vandekoppel, Rosa Vergel, Jessica Winstanley 
 
Members Absent:  Andria Carson-Wright, Erin Crouch, Amanda Goyings, Amy Gray, Bryan 
Hill, Kristin Kelly, Xiaoan Li, Peggy Link, Jeanine Mattson-Gearhart, Rachel Messer, Jill 
Meyle, Paul Murray, Mae Orr, Michael Pascoe, Karen Prater, Greg Rapp, Megan Richter, 
Shelley Rowlson, Pete Schermerhorn, Mahsa Teachman, Logan Thomas, Travis Thomsen, 
Rhonda VanderVeen, Dan Vomastek, Stephanie Wagner, Jeanna Walker, Karen Warner, Joanne 
Willson, Laura Wright 
 
Informational Items: 
 
Secondary Science Transition Team Update 
The Secondary Science Team has continued to meet to review our Science curriculum.  The next 
team meeting will be after the March CIC meeting at 5:30 p.m.  The goal is to have more parents 
involved.  If you have a parent or parent group at your building who would like to attend, please 
let Mike Huber know. 
 
Elementary Science Team Update 
The Elementary Science Team continues to meet to do work around PLTW.  The team will be 
meeting in March to add some Tier 1 Science instruction plan training.  The teachers will learn 
how to train others in Michigan Science Standards and new instructional methods. 
 
Elementary Math Team Update 
The Elementary Math Team is working on recommendations for our digital support platform.  
They are also working on curriculum alignment with assessments in regards to how assessment 
impacts instruction. 
 
 
 

 



Elementary ELA Team Update 
The first meeting for the Elementary ELA Team will be on Feb. 22, 2018.  The goal/focus of this 
team is alignment to the standards and assuring our assessment vehicles are correct to meet the 
markers at the end of each year for literacy.   
 
Proposals: 
 
High School Social Studies Textbook Proposal 
Kate Phipps briefed the committee on the High School Social Studies textbook proposal.  Our 
current TCI subscription will be expiring in two years.  The Social Studies department would 
like to examine other materials to see what better aligns with our guaranteed viable curriculum 
(GVC) for Modern American History, Government, and Economics.  The current AP 
Government and World History textbooks do not support the GVC.  The goal is to find a 
textbook that is also available online so that students have the option of not taking their textbook 
home.  The proposal is to start searching for new textbooks.  
 
 

Questions Responses 

Are you looking for the 
same company resources, 
etc. for each course? 

This makes sense for continuity; however, with the variety of courses, it 
might not be the best option. An effective government text might not be 
from the same publisher as the best economics text.  

Is your timeline 
realistic?  2018? Seems 
more like this is a long 
process just to get to a pilot 

When we initially put this together, we planned to explore textbooks this 
year. Since it is February 2018, most likely we’re looking at exploring 
textbooks, if approved, next year and then determining when we should 
make decisions. At the earliest, we’d be piloting second semester of next 
year with the plan for implementation in 19-20 SY. The AP Government 
textbook does need to be expedited, though, because the new curriculum 
and new AP exam is slated for the 18-19 SY.  

What is the exact 
proposal?  We understand 
they want to search for 
materials. 

That is the proposal. We want to search for materials. Many of our 
classes use TCI and that subscription will expire next year. We did a 2-
year renewal so that we could evaluate TCI and other textbooks to 
determine what supports our GVC as well as the one-to-one 
Chromebooks in the high school. We need to decide if we are going to 
renew TCI or go another direction.  
 
We need new AP Government textbooks because the current book does 
not support the new AP Government curriculum.  
 
The World History textbook is out of date and does not have an online 
component.  

 
 
 
 
 



High School Forensic Science Textbook Proposal 
Kathy Mirakovits briefed the committee on the High School Forensic Science textbook proposal.  
The current Forensic Science textbook is 10 years old and is now on its 3rd revision/edition.  The 
3rd edition has three new chapters:  Digital Forensics, Detector Dogs, and Forensics Engineering.  
It also comes with a DVD that has PowerPoint presentations for each chapter.  The proposal is to 
adopt and purchase 60 copies of Forensic Science, The Basics; Third Edition by Jay A Siegel and 
Kathy Mirakovits.     
 

Questions Responses 

Is CHS using the 
Forensic Science First 
Edition right now like 
NHS? 

No, CHS primarily uses resources from the Internet for their Forensic 
Science classes.  However, CHS would like one copy of the Third Edition for 
reference material. 

Does the District have a 
protocol for teachers 
being an author? 

Portage does not have a separate protocol for being an author.  Mike Huber 
reviewed our Policies and Guidelines, and we need to ensure that the 
author(s), if they are employees, are not part of the voting group who is 
deciding on the textbook adoption. 

 
 
 
 


