
 
Vision:  An exceptional, continuously improving learning culture with high expectations, committed to all! 

Mission:  Portage Public Schools will educate all students to achieve their potential 

 
Curriculum Instruction Council 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, September 26, 2018 

 
 
Mike Huber called the meeting of the Curriculum Instruction Council to order at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room of Central High School. 

Members Present 

Brian Abbott, Stacey Bonine, Jennifer Bonner, Michelle Braat, Kitty Broderick, Lisa Buchinger 
Aldrich, Andria Carson-Wright, Andy DeVisser, Amy DiMaggio, Donna Emerson, Bob 
Garvelink, Amy Gray, Kathy Ha, Michele Helner, Mike Huber, Kristin Kelly, Colin Killmer, 
Theresa King, Lisa Koop, Elizabeth Kraatz, Rachel Kubinski, Peggy Link, Jeanine Mattson-
Gearhart, Rachel Messer, Amy Meyer, Jill Meyle, Collin Nuismer, Mae Orr, Michael Pascoe, 
Rachele Reidel, Erika Rozema, Kelly Schultz, Dana Smith, Lisa Stucky, Matt Tabor, Logan 
Thomas, Molly Vandekoppel, Rhonda VanderVeen, Rosa Vergel, Stephanie Wagner, Jeanna 
Walker, Jessica Winstanley, Laura Wright 

Members Absent 

Erin Crouch, John Dunlop, Rennee Flynn, Amanda Goyings, Tara Heywood, Bryan Hill, Eric 
Lancaster, Xiaoan, Li, Nancy Martin, Paul Murray, Ryan O’Neill, Kathleen Phipps, Greg Rapp, 
Megan Richter, Shelley Rowlson, Peter Schermerhorn, Anne Schnurstein, Rick Searing, Jenny 
Taffee, Travis Thomsen, Dan Vomastek, Karen Warner, Joanne Willson 

Action Items 

Action items were voted online after the May CIC Meeting 
May 16, 2018 Meeting Minutes Approved 
Young 5’s KDG Kick Start Book Proposal Approved 
IB Latin Book Proposal Approved 
IB History Book Proposal Approved 

Informational Items 

 

K-12 Science Update 
Mike Huber provided the following K-12 Science update for the 2018/2019 school year. 
 
 
 
 

 



K-5 Level 
• Evaluating pilot materials 

for this year 
• Aiming at adoption in 

May/June   
 
 

6-8 Level 
• Proposal on MiStar Pilot 
• Course changes for 8th 

Grade Plus 
 
 
 

9-12 Level 
• Course change at 11th 

grade for Earth Science 
(year-long) 

• Instructional adjustments 
and material additions 

Proposals 

High School ABC Math Proposal 
Matt Tabor brought a proposal to the committee regarding changes to the Geometry and Algebra 
2 ABC classes.  With this proposal, the content of sophomore level Geometry A would be 
reorganized.  Junior level class would change from Geometry B/Algebra 2A to Algebra 
2A/Algebra 2B.  Senior level class would change from Algebra 2B/Algebra 2C to Geometry 
B/Algebra 2C.  The content of Geometry B would be reorganized.  The SAT is algebra focused.  
Currently our ABC Class juniors take Geometry B the first semester of junior year.  Students 
will be better prepared for the SAT by starting Algebra 2 first semester.   
 
 

      The Instructional Lead Team is planning on a collaborative meeting to dialogue about this change 
and the implications to our processes and student learning opportunities. 

Questions Responses 
 

Are both CHS and NHS on board?  Yes, sorry that wasn’t clear. 

Do you see enrollment for 4th year 
related math courses like 
Accounting/Personal Finance decreasing 
due to having to take Geometry senior 
year?   

This would be concerning students that currently have a personal 
curriculum so they don’t have to take Algebra 2B/2C their senior year - 
otherwise, all students have to take Algebra 2B/2C their senior year and 
there would be no change with students that don’t have a personal 
curriculum.  The Instructional Lead Team is investigating how this 
proposed change would affect those students with a personal curriculum. 

Would like to see more info about 
graduation requirements.  How much do 
SAT scores matter?  

Graduation requirements can be found in the program of studies.  SAT 
scores matter very much.  I think it’s fair to say that we wish they didn’t, 
(math department teachers at least, not wanting to speak for anyone 
else, but I trust all feel this way).  Until something changes, they do, very 
much. For students, for parents, for teachers, for administrators, for our 
district, for our community, for the state....it’s hard to explain exactly how 
much they matter, but I know, personally, our SAT scores are recorded 
on my evaluation, and will count for some part of 40% of it this year.  We 
feel strongly that each student deserves the best opportunity to be 
successful on it. 
 
SAT scores are the primary state level evaluation measure and are 
publicly available for our community. 

Why not do all algebra first? We considered many, many options, this one included.  The bonus to our 
proposal is that we can cover most Geometry SAT topics in one 
semester, as opposed to missing all of them by moving Geometry to 
senior year.  Our current plan optimizes, as well as we can determine, 
time related to SAT topics. 

  



Is this best for all students? For our ABC students as a whole, yes.  Unfortunately, I don’t think there is a 
plan that would be best for every ABC student.  Although the plan had been 
shared with principals and counselors prior to meeting, we didn’t consider how 
many students with a PC this may affect.  The Instructional Lead Team is 
investigating how this proposed change would affect those students with a 
personal curriculum. 

How many students will be 
impacted? 

Approximately 110 students at CHS and NHS, total, as well as students at 
Community high school. 

Did the counseling and Special Ed 
questions get answered? 

The Instructional Lead Team is meeting this week to further investigate the 
questions posed by counseling and Special Education.  

Need more information about how 
this affects senior year (ex. EFE, 
EFA, Business, etc.) or students 
with IEPs or PCs. 

I think this is answered previously (this would only be regarding students with 
a PC because all students currently have to take Algebra 2B /2C their senior 
year, unless they have a personal curriculum and being investigated by the 
Instructional Lead Team. 

How would/could this impact dropout 
rate?  

It is unsure how this could impact the graduation rate, but increasing SAT 
scores improves students’ perception of their work. 

Are the downsides, if any, more than 
made up for by better SAT results? 

We knew there were downsides to the plan.  We didn’t realize how many 
students with a personal curriculum we could possibly be affecting.  That’s 
something we need to learn more about.  Outside of that, we looked at our 
current ABC pathway as not being fair to ALL of our current ABC students, 
because it does not prepare them for the SAT in the best way possible. This 
plan does the right thing for all our ABC students, in terms of helping them to 
be successful on the SAT.  The problem is that there may not be a perfect 
plan that will accommodate all the needs of all our students. 
If the state removed the Algebra 2 requirement for all students, that would be 
a step in the right direction, and certainly help us. 

Will the split Geometry negatively 
affect graduation? 

The Instructional Lead Team is investigating this question. 

If students move in/out, where will 
they land (or miss) in Portage 
continuum? 

Most districts only offer Algebra 1 as a one year course freshmen year.  If a 
student moved to our district after that, they would come in at Algebra 1C / 
Geometry A, or Geometry.  Geometry would be sophomore year, they would 
start in Algebra 2A/2B or Algebra 2.  Junior year would be Algebra 2, or some 
part of Algebra 2 (other districts do spread that out over more than one year), 
so they could just take 2C if they needed to finish it. 
Moving out is harder to determine, but given the topics we would be covering 
in Geometry B, as well as the fact that most districts don’t have a three 
semester Algebra 1 class, I would say students would be slightly behind in 
Algebra 1 and fine in Geometry. 

What courses will students not be 
able to take since the have to take 
math?    

I think this is answered previously (this would only be regarding students with 
a personal curriculum because all students currently have to take Algebra 2B 
/2C their senior year, unless they have a personal curriculum) and being 
investigated by the Instructional Lead Team. 

Will they have to do a great deal of 
review with the big gap between 
Geometry A & B 

Keep in mind that we currently have Geometry A at the end of sophomore 
year and Geometry B at the beginning of junior year, so we have to review 
because of the summer break.  We don’t anticipate having to do much more 
review than what we do with that break. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Mi-STAR Pilot Program Proposal 
Stephanie Wagner briefed the committee on the Mi-STAR pilot program proposal.  Mi-STAR 
stands for Michigan Science Teaching and Assessment Reform.  It is a middle school science 
curriculum and professional learning program which is STEMworks certified.  Mi-STAR is built 
upon the Next Generation Science Standards and the closely related new Michigan Science 
Standards, adopted in November 2015.  The Mi-STAR curriculum demands that students take an 
active role in their learning by engaging them to make sense of scientific phenomena in order to 
solve problems.  Middle school science would like each 6th-8th grade teacher to pilot one unit, the 
water cycle unit.  There are enough content standards in this unit to fit all three grade levels.  
After piloting the one unit, the teachers will come back together to see what they liked about it 
and if the students were engaged in it. 
 
https://mi-star.mtu.edu 
 
 

Questions Responses 
 

Are the 8th graders missing 
something by piloting a unit 
made for 6th graders? 
  

No because the unit ties in groundwater which is part of the 8th grade core 
curriculum. It also hits on the parts of the water cycle in terms of atmosphere and 
how energy from the sun drives the water cycle.  This is reviewed in 8th grade as 
part of the severe weather unit. All of the 8th grade content will still be taught. The 
reason we picked this unit is because it has content relevant to all 3 grade levels.  

Can you base a future decision 
of a program off of one piloted 
unit?   

Our commitment to the pilot is for all teachers to teach one common unit. After we 
have taught the unit and completed another required PD day, we get access to all 
of the available units.  The team will decide if there is another unit each grade 
level would like to teach if it is determined that we would like the students and the 
teachers to have another experience with the curriculum.  Since all of the units 
follow the same learning progression model we get a pretty good idea if it is a 
good fit for our students and teachers.  

How will this affect 8th grade 
plus?  

The pilot does not affect 8th grade plus since it is not being taught in the 8th grade 
plus class as it is currently being taught.   

Once the pilot is completed, will 
you please let us know what 
went well and not so well? 

Absolutely 

 
 
Middle School ELA Novel Pilot Proposal 
Kathy Ha and Collin Nuismer briefed the committee on the middle school ELA novel pilot.  It 
has been many years since the middle school ELA program ordered new novels and a lot of the 
current novels they use are now out of print.  The ELA teachers feel it is time to pilot some new 
novels to be added to the curriculum.  Kathy and Collin asked the middle school media 
specialists to put together a list of novels appropriate for 7th graders that would enhance the ELA 
curriculum, bring some diversity, would have longevity while at the same time be engaging to 
their students.  They discovered that there were three books that really stood out to the teachers 
for 7th grade and one book for 6th grade.  The four books that they would like to pilot this school 
year are Nine, Ten and September Eleventh by Nora Baskin, The Seventh Most Important Thing 
by Shelley Pearsall, Somewhere there is a Sun by Michael Gruenbaum, and When the Sea 
Turned Silver by Grace Lin. 
 

https://mi-star.mtu.edu/


 
Questions Responses 

 

How do these novels connect to high 
school content?    

They address universal literature themes, and have solid examples of 
figurative language, characterization, plot structure, and points of view. 
All of these help to create good readers who have been exposed to 
different writing styles and are prepared for the rigors of high school 
content. 

What are the themes and how were the 
themes chosen?   

The books were chosen based on our reading standards: figurative 
language, plot structure, characterization, point of view, inference, and 
central idea. We also considered representation of characters that reflect 
our student population, quality of writing, and longevity. These criteria 
were much more important in our selection than theme. Some of the 
themes are: Understanding of others, Survival, Adaptation, and Coming 
of Age. 

Why not pilot all books at all schools?
  

We asked for volunteers to pilot in all 3 buildings. There were two books 
that will be piloted at NMS next year, hopefully.  

Is When the Sea turned to Silver being 
piloted at NMS? 

No - it will be piloted by three teachers at CMS and WMS. 

What are the names of the novels that 
are being replaced?  

These will be offered as substitutes for The Reluctant God (which is out 
of print), and Tales From the Odyssey, and The Apprentice. At middle 
school, there are no mandated texts, but rather teachers choose from a 
list of appropriate texts that support the reading and grammar district 
goals (see question 2). All of these books support those goals. 

Is The Seventh Most Important Thing 
being piloted by NMS? 

No - it will be piloted by three teachers at CMS and WMS. 

When is the holocaust covered in history 
classes? 7th grade? 9th grade?  Will this 
transition well with Night that we have in 
9th grade already? 

There is a law in the state of Michigan that requires a combined 6 hours 
of genocide/Holocaust education for every student in grades 8-12. This 
book will be an entryway into understanding about the Holocaust. 
Reading it will not be exhaustive. In many ways, it will prepare students 
for a deeper understanding of Night when they read it in the 9th grade.   

Are there any topics/events/language that 
may not be appropriate for middle school 
students?  Will parents be upset?  Who 
determines what is appropriate?   

The books are all intended for middle school audiences. While some of 
the topics may be harsh (the Holocaust, for example), they were chosen 
for their ability to view the events through a middle schooler’s lens.  
 
Parents should not be upset by the book choices. The books were 
recipients of numerous literary awards, and were chosen by the media 
center specialists before being read or voted upon by the teachers.  Our 
school policies and guidelines detail the process of what are appropriate 
texts for students. 

What happened to the pilot for The War 
that Saved My Life?  

The pilot for The War That Saved My Life is still continuing in 6th grade 
this year. Our team decided that this book works best with the 6th grade 
curriculum, but there were not enough teachers who were able to pilot 
the book last year. We are extending the pilot by one year to allow more 
data to be collected about the book.  
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