
 
Vision:  An exceptional, continuously improving learning culture with high expectations, committed to all! 

Mission:  Portage Public Schools will educate all students to achieve their potential 

 
Curriculum Instruction Council 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, November 28, 2018 

 
 
Mike Huber called the meeting of the Curriculum Instruction Council to order at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room of Central High School. 

Members Present 

Brian Abbott, Stacey Bonine, Jennifer Bonner, Michelle Braat, Kitty Broderick, Lisa Buchinger 
Aldrich, Andria Carson-Wright, Andy DeVisser, John Dunlop, Donna Emerson, Rennee Flynn, 
Bob Garvelink, Amanda Goyings, Amy Gray, Kathy Ha, Michele Helner, Bryan Hill, Mike 
Huber, Kristin Kelly, Colin Killmer, Theresa King, Lisa Koop, Rachel Kubinski, Eric Lancaster, 
Peggy Link, Nancy Martin, Rachel Messer, Amy Meyer, Jill Meyle, Mae Orr, Kathleen Phipps, 
Hillary Ruimveld, Anne Schnurstein, Kelly Schultz, Rick Searing, Matt Tabor, Jenny Taffee, 
Logan Thomas, Travis Thomsen, Molly Vandekoppel, Rosa Vergel, Stephanie Wagner, Jeanna 
Walker, Joanne Willson, Jessica Winstanley, Laura Wright 

Members Absent 

Erin Crouch, Amy DiMaggio, Tara Heywood, Shiela Hindman, Elizabeth Kraatz, Xiaoan Li, 
Jeanine Mattson-Gearhart, Paul Murray, Collin Nuismer, Ryan ONeill, Michael Pascoe, Greg 
Rapp, Rachele Reidel, Megan Richter, Shelley Rowlson, Erika Rozema, Pete Schermerhorn, 
Dana Smith, Lisa Stucky, Rhonda VanderVeen, Dan Vomastek, Karen Warner 

Action Items 

Approval of October 17, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
Michelle Braat motioned to approve the minutes as written. 
Kristin Kelly seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of ABC Math Proposal  
Jen Bonner motioned to approve the ABC Math proposal as written. 
Andria Carson-Wright seconded.  Motioned carried. 

Proposals 

IB Mathematics Analysis and Approaches SL Course Proposal 
Matt Tabor briefed the committee on the IB Mathematics proposal.  The Mathematics 
Programme in IB is changing enough that we require changes in our course offerings.  Beginning 
in the 2019-2020 school year, we will begin moving towards the new IB Math Programme. We 

 



will begin teaching Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches SL (AASL). This class will 
completely replace our current Mathematics SL and HL 1 classes in the 2020-2021 school year. 
Analysis and Approaches HL (AAHL) will replace our current Mathematics HL 2 class in 2020-
2021.  We will maintain our Mathematics HL 2, Math Studies SL, and Mathematics SL courses 
so that students can complete the IB pathway that they chose and to support available tests in 
May 2020. We will also begin teaching Mathematics: Applications and Interpretations SL 
(AISL) in the 2020-2021 school year. This class will be replacing our current Math Studies SL 
class that year. 
 
High School Social Studies Pilot Proposal 
Kate Phipps briefed the committee on the high school social studies proposal.  The current 
course materials/textbooks for high school social studies are outdated.  The goal is to pilot two 
different textbooks and all of their resources starting in Feb. 2019 for the following courses:  
Modern American History, Honors Modern American History, Economics, Honors Economics, 
Government, AP Government, Contemporary International Studies, Ancient World History, 
European History, and Comparative World Religions.  Volunteer teachers will be trained in 
December and January and will pilot units/modules per resource to evaluate the resources as well 
as the student outcomes.  The goal is to have a decision in May 2019. 
 
 

High School Social Studies Pilot Proposal Processing Questions 

Questions Responses 

Will you be following a 
systematic process for 
monitoring pilots? 

Yes. We look at student and staff feedback and we use rubrics to collect and evaluate 
the textbooks being piloted. 

Will you wait to make your 
decision until the unavailable 
curriculum is available? 

The AP curriculum has been written. The publishing companies are catching up. The 
practice tests are online and will be readily available to teachers and students as soon 
as they are updated.  

Is it beneficial to have a 
consistent publisher across 
sources/grade level? 

In the social sciences, we do not feel one consistent publisher is required. For 
example, economics and government and history are varied.  

Why are all of them being 
replaced?  Is that the cycle? 

We have not replaced textbooks in many years. They are out of date.  Since Michigan 
adopted Common core and NGSS frameworks, the cycle for curriculum updates isn’t 
as linear as it used to be.  We are resetting the cycling and ensuring that we don’t 
have more than one major adoption per year. 

How you are specifically 
going to select criteria? 

We had a rubric for evaluating textbooks as they were presented for us. Yes, we will 
set up criteria for the decision process. 

Why are you piloting 
textbooks for AP 
Government that you don’t 
feel really confident about? 

These two textbooks are reliable and are used throughout the nation. Both are highly 
recommended by AP government teachers. Our concern is that the AP resources and 
practice tests are still not ready. The practice tests are online sources.  And so any 
updates will be readily available to the teachers and students. We know that we might 
need to pilot additional textbooks if these do not meet the needs of our students. We 
will not choose a textbook if it is not worthwhile.  

 
 
 
 



Alignment to Michigan Science Standards Proposal 
Mike Huber, Stephanie Wagner, and Colin Killmer briefed the committee on the work the 
Science Team has been doing over the past two years.  The team is proposing to pilot two 
potential elementary curricula in the winter and spring of 2019 in preparation for an adoption in 
the fall of 2019.   
 
For middle school, the team is proposing to change the 8th grade Science Plus course to have the 
course aligned to 8th grade standards while still preparing students for honors science coursework 
at the high school.  The course change will occur in the fall of 2019.  This would remove the 
High School Earth Science standards in 8th grade and create an 8th grade plus course with 
appropriate standards and expectations for advanced science coursework at the high school level. 
 
For high school, the team is proposing to change the earth science requirement to a full year 
beginning with the class of 2024.  They also propose providing a waiver for the year-long earth 
science requirement for students participating in an IB Science HL course (not including 
Exercise Science) at the high school level. 
 
 
Alignment to Michigan Science Standards Proposal Processing Questions 

Questions Responses 

Next step, looking at 
materials/training decisions? 

We will continue to train MS and HS staff - they have also received the most 
training. 
 
With the Elementary teachers - we will continue to train our Science Team 
members and then they will continue to develop and deliver training to our entire 
science team members. 

Lack of storage and sharing of 
materials for K-level inventory? 

The new materials will be able to utilize current science materials storage space 
and the new inventory software will be used to track the materials location and 
use. 

Are they going to flip flop 
Biology and Earth Science for 
state tests? 

No, the HS Science M-STEP contains both Biology and Earth Science 
concepts.  We will continue to teach them in the same order that we currently 
teach. 

MiSTAR was a large component 
- more info on their 
feedback?  Another equivalent 
option? 

We are still in the process of piloting Mi-STAR. Some feedback at this point is that 
we really like the activities and formal assessments.  It’s an instructional model 
that centers around NGSS science and engineering practice and cross-cutting 
concepts.   It’s a “vehicle” in which we can deliver the science content. Whether 
we go with the Mi-STAR program or other curriculum resources our standard 
alignment and plus course offering doesn’t change. 

What exactly is the vote for? Is it 
for the K-5 Pilot, 8th grade plus 
change, and HS Earth Science? 

The proposal is for three different things 
 

1. K-5 Science Curriculum Pilot  
2. 6-8 Changing 8th Grade Plus from HS Earth Science to 8th Grade 

Science Standards with plus extensions 
3. 9-12 Changing the Earth Science course to a full year course and 

creating a waiver for students who take an IB Science course 
 
We combined all three since the science committees have been working in 
conjunction with each other and these components are tightly aligned.  
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