
 

March 1, 2019 

 

Dear Portage Aquatic Club Families,  

In an effort to have clear communication, and dispel any misconceptions we are writing today to update 
you on pool availability for the Portage Aquatic Club (PAC) at Portage Public Schools.  We know this issue 
has caused much anxiety for you and your athlete(s), and we are communicating directly with you in an 
effort to alleviate those concerns.  

Over the past several weeks,  District Administrators have worked very closely with our Athletic 
Directors, PPS Swim and Water Polo coaches, Diving coaches, and PAC Coach Ty Parker to arrive at a 
solution to the schedule challenges we face throughout the construction  of Portage Northern 
Natatorium and the decommissioning of our current middle school facilities. In the 2020-2021 school 
year, our construction projects will require us to have only one pool (Portage Central High Natatorium) 
available for all of the aquatic programs. 

This has been a monumental effort on the part of all the parties involved.  It required creativity, 
compromise, and everyone having to give a little to provide pool time for all.  This hard work has led us 
to a schedule that we believe is doable, which will continue to provide all the student athletes affected 
with the opportunity to continue to grow and excel in their chosen sport.  All the parties involved have 
done their best to arrive at a pool schedule that creates pool availability and opportunity for all groups.  

Here is a link to the pool schedule for the next two school years.  This calendar assigns blocks of pool 
time to the various swim teams and clubs.  Keep in mind it is up to the individual coaches to determine 
how they will put that time to use.   PAC Coach Ty Parker will determine which groups swim within the 
time blocks allotted to PAC.  

It is important for you to know that it is our intention to follow this schedule as closely as possible. 
However, it is also important to know that, as with any construction project, surprises can and do 
happen.  Should a change in the schedule be required due to unanticipated issues, we commit to 
contacting you directly to keep you informed. We will do our best to make any required changes to the 
schedule fair and equitable.  All updates will be posted on the Enriched for Life page on the PPS website: 
https://portageps.org/community/efl/ 

Finally, thank you for your patience and support during this process.  For all the inconvenience the 
construction process has caused each of our athletic programs, we know that when it is all completed 
we will have first-class facilities that will serve students and the community for many years to come.  

Sincerely,  

 

Michelle Karpinski, MPA 
Community Relations Manager 
Portage Public Schools 
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