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August 12, 2020 
 
 
Dear Board of Education, Staff, Students and Families of Portage Public Schools, 
 
I am recommending that the Board of Education approve the Preparedness Plan for 2020-21, as 
presented in this document. 
 
The Governor’s Executive Order 2020-142 requires every school district to develop and adopt a 
COVID-19 Preparedness Plan that is informed by the Michigan Return to School Roadmap. Plan 
requirements are specified in EO 2020-142. The Preparedness Plan being submitted for Board approval 
meets the requirements of the executive order and must be approved by the Board by August 15, 2020. 
Approved plans must be submitted to their respective ISDs/ESAs by August 17, 2020. The ISDs/ESAs 
must forward the plans to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and the State Treasurer. Local 
districts must also post their approved Preparedness Plans on the homepage of their website. 
 
The PPS Preparedness Plan was developed by the District’s Return to Learn (RtL) Planning Team and 
informed by the vision created to guide this work and the 12 planning teams created to process input, 
review research, and facilitate discussion. Input has been provided through staff and parent surveys and 
focus groups meetings. The teams were guided by state and federal level communications, health 
department officials, KRESA staff, and other documents provided by various professional organizations. 
A framework for the plan was developed and shared with the community and staff on July 31, 2020. 
More detailed information was released to the public during the week following – much of which is 
included in the Preparedness Plan.  
 
 
Very Respectfully, 
 
Mark T. Bielang 
Superintendent, Portage Public Schools 
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Preparedness Plan Assurances 
The District agrees to meet all of the following requirements of Executive Order 2020-142 
✓ The District assures that when it provides in-person instruction to its students without disabilities, the 

district must also provide in-person instruction to its students with disabilities, consistent with their 
individualized education programs (IEPs).  

✓ The District assures that when schools are closed to in-person instruction, districts must strive in good 
faith and to the extent practicable, based upon available resources, technology, training, and curriculum, 
as well as the circumstances presented by COVID-19, to provide equal access to any alternative modes 
of instruction to students with disabilities from birth through age 26. This assurance includes the 
provision of auxiliary services under section 1296 of the Revised School Code, MCL 380.1296.  

✓ The District assures that while any state of emergency or disaster related to the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues, it shall comply with guidance from the United States Department of Education, including its 
Office of Civil Rights and Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, and the Michigan 
Department of Education concerning the delivery of alternative modes of instruction to students with 
disabilities in light of the impact of COVID-19. 

✓ The District assures that it shall, to the extent practicable and necessary, make individualized 
determinations whether and to what extent compensatory services may be needed for students with 
disabilities in light of the school closures during the 2019–2020 school year.  

✓ The District assures that during Phase 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will close its buildings 
to anyone except: (a) District employees or contractors necessary to conduct minimum basic school 
operations consistent with a Preparedness Plan, including those employers or contractors necessary to 
facilitate alternative modes of instruction, such as distributing materials and equipment or performing 
other necessary in-person functions. (b) Food-service workers preparing food for distribution to 
students or their families. (c) Licensed child-care providers and the families that they serve, if providers 
follow all emergency protocols identified by the state.  

✓ The District assures that during Phase 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will suspend athletics, 
after-school activities, inter-school activities, and busing. 

✓ The District assures that during Phase 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will provide for the 
continued pay of school employees while redeploying staff to provide meaningful work in the context 
of the Preparedness Plan, subject to any applicable requirements of a collective bargaining agreement. 

✓ The District assures that in Phases 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will provide for the 
continuation of food distribution to eligible students. 

✓ The District assures that during Phase 4 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will prohibit indoor 
assemblies that bring together students from more than one classroom. 

✓ The District assures cooperation with the local public health department if a confirmed case of COVID-19 
is identified, and agrees to collect the contact information for any close contacts of the affected 
individual from two days before he or she showed symptoms to the time when he or she was last 
present in school. 
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RETURN TO LEARN DEVELOPMENT, FEEDBACK, & IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Governor Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-142 called for districts to adopt a COVID-19 Preparedness and 
Response Plan.  Portage Public School District has developed a plan that contains assurances and general 
protocols that will be followed as long as the plan is valid. Each assurance and protocol may look different 
depending on circumstances and may be more complex than can be easily described in this document.  
 
In May of 2020, Portage Public School District created a Return to Learn Lead Team composed of district and 
school-level leaders to gather, prioritize, and expedite information on COVID-19 health and safety guidelines, 
and teaching and learning, and to develop recommendations for reopening schools.  
 
The instructional model we are able to implement at the start of the new school year is dependent on which 
phase of MI Safe Start Plan Michigan is in at the time, based on the health conditions in our community. Each 
phase of the Governor’s six-phase approach to reopening the state involves different levels of mitigation to 
protect students and staff which is outlined in the MI Safe Schools Roadmap. Each level of mitigation will allow 
different numbers of students to occupy buses, classrooms and other common areas which must be considered 
in determining return-to-school plans. 
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OVERVIEW OF PPS LEARNING MODELS  
In every model, teachers will return to the same curriculum scope and sequence, delivery of instruction, and 
assessment of student learning.  Teachers will be asked to put everything into Google Classroom to ensure we 
can quickly move from in-person, a combined in-person virtual learning, and a concurrent all virtual learning for 
some students. Regardless of the final determined educational model, teachers will continue to use a variety of 
core instructional and supplemental materials/resources. Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) will resume, 
along with co-planning processes as appropriate. All students will be instructed according to their needs with 
appropriate supports, supplemental aids, and accommodations, in alignment with the implementation of EL 
Instructional Support Plans, IEPs, 504 Plans, as well as other academic, social/emotional, and behavioral support 
plans. 
 
Schools play an integral role in protecting the health and safety of their staff, students, and families. Restoring 
teaching and learning to the familiar environments of our classrooms, provides students with stability and 
continuity. Face-to-face instruction and the routines of school add significantly to success and growth for all 
students. It is imperative that we get students back to school as soon it is safe to do so. 
 
ADDRESSING UNFINISHED LEARNING 
To ensure that students receive instruction on curriculum standards not taught during the school closure, 
teachers will utilize the results from the Flashforward/Flashback documents developed at the end of the 19-20 
school year. The identified standards may be addressed at the beginning of the year or teachers may choose to 
blend and/or spiral instruction of these standards not taught during spring 2020. The Curriculum, Instruction and 
Assessment Office is working collaboratively with other instructional offices to develop supports and/or 
redesign of the scope and sequence if needed. Additionally, to further support the academic success of all 
students after the school closure, students at all levels will be given pretests before units of instruction to assess 
gaps to be filled before the new grade-level content is taught. 
 
 

General Instructional Overview 

  Phase 1-3  Phase 4  Phase 5 

Elementary Instruction  PPS Virtual Remote 
Instruction 

In-Person Instruction  
CHOICE: PPS Virtual  

In-Person Instruction 
CHOICE: PPS Virtual 

Secondary Instruction   PPS Virtual Remote 
Instruction 

Virtual Remote Instruction 
CHOICE: Virtual In-Building 
Support 

In-Person Instruction 
CHOICE: PPS Virtual 

KVIC County Option 
Externally Provided Virtual 
Remote Instruction 
Y5-5 : Lincoln Learning  
6-12: Michigan Virtual  

Externally Provided Virtual 
Remote Instruction 
Y5-5 : Lincoln Learning  
6-12: Michigan Virtual  

Externally Provided Virtual 
Remote Instruction 
Y5-5 : Lincoln Learning  
6-12: Michigan Virtual  
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OVERVIEW OF HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS  
The health and safety of students, staff members, and their families is paramount in Michigan’s guidance, and it 
continues to be top of mind for PPS. The announcement of the Michigan Return to School plan was 
accompanied by the issuance of a new order by Michigan’s Public Health Commissioner. The order mandates 
that every public and private school in Michigan submit plans outlining their strategies for mitigating the public 
health risk of COVID-19 and complying with the U.S Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
Michigan Department of Health mitigation recommendations prior to reopening schools for the new year.  
  
As we evaluate the prospect of a back-to-school season amidst a historic COVID pandemic, safety and 
instruction are our two key elements. As educators and trustees, we are designed for student safety; student 
safety is in our very DNA, and this ever-present priority is what drives our considerations, discussion, and 
decision-making today. 
 
Our safety protocols are consistent with the Michigan Safe Schools Roadmap and include a number of explicit 
guidance documents and expectations as listed below. 
 

● Personal Protective Equipment 
○ Face Coverings 
○ Gloves 

● Handwashing and sanitizing stations 
● Staff and Student Instructional Protocols 
● Cleaning and Disinfecting 
● Screening 
● COVID-19 Positive and Contact Protocols 
● Food Service Protocols 

 
 
In our schools, offices, classrooms, and cafeterias, Portage Public Schools is committed to ensuring that we are 
creating safe, healthy spaces for our staff and students.   We will continue to review protocols as the COVID-19 
Pandemic changes and we receive new information from our State and from the County Health Department. 
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PHASE 1 THROUGH PHASE 3: Portage Public Schools Model 
 
PHASE 1 THROUGH PHASE 3  Safety Protocols  
The safety protocols defined below are taken directly from the MI Safe Schools Roadmap, athletic and extracurricular 

guidance from the MHSAA. Clarity on processes are interpretations of this guidance by our Return to Learn teams. 
 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND HYGIENE 

● Schools are closed for in-person instruction. 
● Teachers and Staff who are designated to work on-site will adhere to the district guidelines for PPE 

while in the building. 
 
SPACING AND MOVEMENT 

● Schools are closed for in-person instruction. 
● School buildings may continue to be used by Curious Kids as established by the district executive team. 

We will follow all emergency protocols identified by the state. 
● School employees and contractors are permitted to be physically present in school buildings for the 

purposes of conducting basic school operations, including remote live instruction, as determined by 
school administrators. 

 
SCREENING STUDENTS 

● Schools are closed for in-person instruction. 
 
FOOD SERVICE 

● Pre-ordering of meals through our software platform for 5 days. 
● Meal distribution at schools and at specific sites in Portage twice per week.  Student ID would be 

required to pick up the meals. 
● One predetermined meal for breakfast and one predetermined meal for lunch. 
● Reduced and free meal benefits in place for all eligible students. 

 
ATHLETICS AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

● All athletic events, inter-school activities, and practices are suspended. 
● All Inter-school activities are discontinued. After-school activities are suspended. During Phases 1-3, we 

re-imagine our traditional programs. 
● Concerts, competitions, workouts and activities that can be safely filmed or conducted at home without 

contact are encouraged. 
 
CLEANING 

● Schools are closed for in-person instruction, and cleaning practices are adjusted to maintain school 
building functional order.  

 
BUSING AND STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 

● All busing operations are suspended.   
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PHASE 1 THROUGH PHASE 3  Virtual Instruction for All Students & Phase 4 Remote 
Instruction for Families Selecting Virtual Instruction 
If Michigan is in Phases 1-3, we will conduct remote instruction for all students using an identical model to the Portage 
Public Schools Virtual Phase 4 model.  This supports a seamless transition for our secondary staff and students as well as 
for elementary students who are learning remotely. The details include the required elements from the Mi Safe Schools 
Guidance as interpreted by the district and the Return to Learn Teams. 
 
SCHEDULE 

● Students attend school virtually, Monday thru Thursday; Fridays are virtual independent learning time 
 
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 

● Complete high quality PPS curriculum based on Michigan standards  
● Portage teachers design and provide active instruction and monitor student progress 
● Quality instructional strategies used to engage students and advance learning during live instruction 
● Attendance for live instruction is required and monitored 
● Assessment of student work with timely and constructive feedback given 
● Peer-to-peer interaction and collaboration in the virtual environment to support learning and 

social-emotional health 
● Technology tools and resources provided to support instruction 
● Adherence to IEPs, 504s, EL services, along with tiered support for all students 
● Specials/Encore classes will be provided 

 
TECHNOLOGY AND ACCESS 

● Electronic device required  
● Internet access needed 
● Devices available through PPS, if needed 

 
COMMUNICATION 

● Skyward Student Information System 
● Google Classroom Platform  
● Email responses within 24 hours 
● Teacher-to-student/parent meetings as needed 
● Phone Calls/ Google Meet Calls as needed 
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PHASE 4 : Portage Public Schools Model 
 
PHASE 4 Safety Protocols for In-Person Instruction 
Phase 4 safety protocols are taken directly from the Michigan Safe Schools Roadmap using expectations from 
executive orders and Kalamazoo County Health Department guidelines.  
 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND HYGIENE 

● Students wear masks Y5-12th (unless diagnosed medical condition, 504 or IEP outlines it) and during 
designated instructional times.  

● Portage Public Schools Protocol for Mask Wearing 
● Explicit teaching of masks, handwashing, and social distancing expectations 
● Portable handwashing and/or hand sanitizing stations set up throughout school buildings. 

 
CLEANING 

● Systematic cleaning and disinfecting schedule will be used during the school day. Frequently touched 
surfaces including light switches, doors, benches, bathrooms, will undergo cleaning at least every four 
hours with an EPA-approved disinfectant.  

● Student work areas will be disinfected at least once a day and when students are transitioning to a 
different space. 

● The traditional cleaning will take place each night, empty trash, sweep floors, etc.  
● Sanitizing of food areas will occur between each meal service. 
● A deep building clean/disinfecting will occur on each Friday. 

 
SPACING AND MOVEMENT 

● Each building will have laid out traffic flow which will include entrance and exits.  Hallway access will be 
limited with one way traffic flow where appropriate. 

● Y5-5th will be grouped as much as possible, minimal movement between rooms, scheduled time 
outdoors with class. 

● Elementary and Secondary classes/groups are spaced out to the extent possible. 
 
SCREENING STAFF & STUDENTS 

● Student Screening: Parent Agreement form at the beginning of the year & Daily Home Screening (Page 
2).  

● Staff Screening: Staff screened daily and recorded (PPS Google form based on Health Department 
form). 
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HEALTH AND RESPONSE PROTOCOLS 
● Protocol for quarantine room with assigned personnel (separate from already established health 

rooms). 
● Protocol for Responding to Positive and Presumed Positive COVID cases (in conjunction with the Health 

Department). 
● Health Department Handout- share with staff and families.  (add Portage Document with further 

detail). 
● Explicit teaching to staff, parents, and students on COVID symptoms versus other illnesses, allergies, 

etc. with infographic (partner with medical providers and Health Department).  
 
FOOD SERVICE AND FOR IN-PERSON STUDENTS 

● Breakfast and lunch will be preordered using the online tools. 
● Elementary Meals: 

○ Breakfast and Lunch will be in an assigned area and separated by class. 
● Secondary Breakfast and Lunch 

○ Students sit in designated seating areas in the cafeteria.  Masks must be worn until students are 
sitting and starting to eat.   Marking spaces clearly for seating / dining. 

○ Breakfast will be grab-and-go with a designated seating area. 
 
FOOD SERVICE FOR REMOTE STUDENTS 

● Breakfast and lunch will be preordered and will be available for pickup at the school building. 
 
ELEMENTARY RECESS  

● Playgrounds will be divided up so each class will have a designated area for recess and exercise.  
  
ATHLETICS AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  

● We will sponsor and support Athletics and Extracurricular activities with necessary accommodations. 
● We will abide by the guidelines outlined in the State of Michigan’s Safe Start Roadmap. 
● We will use guidelines issued by governing bodies (MHSAA) to advise our programming. These include: 

○ Health screening of all participants 
○ Practice and competition safety precautions, i.e. facial coverings, hand and equipment sanitation 
○ Augmentation of practice and competition schedule 
○ Limitation of spectators in attendance 

● All precautions will continue until we get to Phase 6 
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BUSING AND STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 
● A Self-screening protocol will be followed before boarding the bus.  
● All students must wear a mask while at the bus stop and on the bus. 
● Students will be encouraged to provide their own mask, masks will be available upon request on the 

bus. 
● Hand sanitizer dispensers have been mounted at the front of the bus and students will be required to 

use hand sanitizer prior to sitting down. 
● Windows will be open to allow air flow (weather permitting). 
● Once bus routes are finalized, students will be assigned seats at the elementary level. 
● Students from the same family will be seated together. 
● Students will be spaced out as much as possible. 
● All drivers will wear face masks while driving the bus. 
● All busses will be disinfected daily using the fogging sanitizer. 
● Between runs, drivers will sanitize  seats and other heavily touched areas. 
● Bus passes will not be allowed during phase 4 and 5, but will be reconsidered as we get into phase 6. 

 
VISITORS AND STUDENT ENTRY AND EXIT 

● No visitors will be allowed in the building except under extenuating circumstances determined by 
district and school officials. 

● Each building will develop protocols for dropping off and picking up students during the day and 
dropping off items at school. 

 
STUDENT WORK SPACES FOR IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION 

● At Secondary, Students will be assigned an area of the building to be their work area for the day.  Work 
stations will be set up with students all facing the same direction with distance between the furniture 
where possible.  Student Work Areas will be by group. Groups will attempt to maintain 6th, 7th, 8th 
Grades at Middle School and 9th, 10, 11/12th at High School. 

● At Elementary, Classrooms will be set up with students all facing the front of the class with distance 
between classroom furniture where possible. Specials classes will be in the regular classes with Gym 
happening outdoors whenever possible. 

● Limit the exchange of personal materials, writing utensils, materials, etc. 
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MENTAL HEALTH PROTOCOLS AND SUPPORTS 
● Social emotional learning supports (Elementary)- Embedded within daily morning meetings and utilizing 

Zones of Regulation. 
● All secondary schools have social emotional learning supports -build an SEL culture with embedded 

check-ins & skill teaching; multi-tiered system of SEL supports; explicit SEL curriculum implementation.  
● All schools have social emotional supports for staff (mental breaks, mindfulness, mental health check 

ins, webpage for resources). 
● All schools complete a Social Emotional/Mental Health Screener for all students - use to identify 

necessary supports and interventions.  
● Ongoing professional development in social emotional competencies & embedding culturally affirming 

SEL into instructional practices  
● Establish a comprehensive crisis management plan with our District Crisis Team. 
● All buildings have established a Mental Health Liaison 
● Integrated Services of Kalamazoo partnership- continue this and allow them to come into building 

and/or have a spot where students can receive telehealth.  
● Embed SEL into current practices 
● Parent communication about what social emotional learning is being done at school, what school will 

look like if we attend in person, and what resources are available to them. 
 
PHASE 4 Curriculum for In-Person Instruction 
The Curriculum for Phase 4 virtual instruction is aligned with the Phase 1-3 virtual instruction regardless of level.   
The in-person program supports are different than for students who are learning remotely.  In both cases, our 
high-quality curriculum is utilized.   
 
SCHEDULE 

● The schedule of instruction for elementary and secondary will look similar to a school day, with 
modifications for breaks 

● Students attend Monday through Thursday with virtual instruction and support on Friday. 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 
● Elementary In-Person Program 

○ Available for all PPS students 
○ Complete High Quality PPS Curriculum  
○ Portage Teachers Provide Instruction  
○ Daily Schedule  
○ Attendance Required & Monitored 
○ Quality Instructional Strategies  
○ Assessment & Feedback 
○ Access to Technology & Resources  
○ Support Services Provided 
○ Specials/Encore Classes Provided 
○ Located in the elementary classroom 
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● Secondary In-Person Support 
○ Available for all PPS students 
○ Identical to the PPS virtual program 
○ Complete High Quality PPS Curriculum  
○ Portage Teachers Provide Instruction via the virtual platform 
○ Support services are available and may look different during in-person instruction than 

when learning remotely 
○ Supervision by a Portage Staff member while in the building 
○ Located in a group space in the school building 
○ Students’ virtual learning follows their schedule of the day 

 
 
THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY PPS VIRTUAL PROGRAM 

● Students continue to use the identical program as in Phase 1-3.  Refer to the Phase 3 curriculum section 
for details. 

 
TECHNOLOGY AND DIGITAL ACCESS 

● Electronic device required  
● Internet access needed 
● Devices available through PPS, if needed 

COMMUNICATION 
● Skyward Student Information System 
● Google Classroom Platform  
● Email responses within 24 hours 
● Teacher-to-student/parent meetings as needed 
● Phone Calls/ Google Meet Calls as needed   
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PHASE 5 : Portage Public Schools Model 
During Phase 5, Portage Public Schools will continue to use the strongly recommended guidelines developed 
under the safe schools plan of the Michigan Safe Schools Roadmap.  We utilized the Roadmap and KCHD 
requirements and recommendations along with our Return to Learn Team recommendations . 
 
Phase 5: Safety 
The virus status has improved, and minimal safety requirements are in place for schools.  We will continue to 
use our phase 4 protocols as necessary to ensure that our students and staff are safe. 
 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND HYGIENE 

● Facial covering expectations will continue as recommended in the Mi Safe Schools Roadmap. 
● Explicit teaching of masks, handwashing, and social distancing expectations 
● Portable handwashing and/or hand sanitizing stations are set up throughout school buildings. 
● We will continue to stock and provide disposable PPE for students and staff. 

 
CLEANING 

● Systematic cleaning and disinfecting schedule will be used during the school day. Frequently touched 
surfaces including light switches, doors, benches, bathrooms, will undergo cleaning at least every four 
hours with an EPA-approved disinfectant.  

● Student work areas will be disinfected at least once a day and when students are transitioning to a 
different space. 

● The traditional cleaning will take place each night, empty trash, sweep floors, etc.  
● Sanitizing of food areas will occur between each meal service. 
● A deep building clean/disinfecting will occur on each weekend. 

 
SPACING AND MOVEMENT 

● Movement and spacing as recommended in the Mi Safe Schools Roadmap, identical to phase 4. 
● Spacing to the extent that it is feasible. 
● Class sizes should be kept to the level afforded by necessary spacing decisions. 

 
SCREENING STUDENTS & STAFF 

● Screening remains the same as in Phase 4. 
 
FOOD SERVICE 

● Remains the same as in Phase 4. 
 
 ATHLETICS AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  

● Remains similar to phase 4, with more relaxed expectations around crowd sizes and events as detailed 
in the Mi Safe Start Roadmap and MHSAA guidelines.   

 
CLEANING 

● Remains the same as in Phase 4.  
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BUSING AND STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 
● Remains the same as in Phase 4. 

 
 
PHASE 5 Curriculum for In-Person Instruction 
The Curriculum for Phase 5 will continue to be our rich PPS Curriculum.   Overall the curriculum and instruction 
will look more like a traditional school day, 5 days a week.  The schedule at the secondary buildings allows for 
students to return to their normal schedule of in-person classes.  We will continue to offer our virtual option for 
students as necessary for health and family considerations. 
 
SCHEDULE 

● The schedule of instruction for elementary and secondary will move to a normal school day schedule.   
● Instruction will be 5 days a week. 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 
● Elementary In-Person Program 

○ Available for all PPS students 
○ Complete High Quality PPS Curriculum  
○ Portage Teachers Provide Instruction  
○ Daily Schedule  
○ Attendance Required & Monitored 
○ Quality Instructional Strategies  
○ Assessment & Feedback 
○ Access to Technology & Resources  
○ Support Services Provided 
○ Specials/Encore Classes Provided 
○ Located in the elementary classroom 

● Secondary In-Person Program 
○ Available for all PPS students 
○ Identical to the PPS virtual program 
○ Complete High Quality PPS Curriculum  
○ Portage Teachers Provide Instruction in-person with virtual support 
○ Support services are available.  These supports may look different for virtual students. 

 
THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY PPS VIRTUAL PROGRAM 

● Students continue to use the identical program as in Phase 1-3.  Refer to the Phase 3 curriculum section 
for details. 
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TECHNOLOGY AND DIGITAL ACCESS 
● Electronic device required  
● Internet access needed 
● Devices available through PPS, if needed 

COMMUNICATION 
● Skyward Student Information System 
● Google Classroom Platform  
● Email responses within 24 hours 
● Teacher-to-student/parent meetings as needed 
● Phone Calls/ Google Meet Calls as needed 

 
 

KRESA VIRTUAL & INNOVATIVE COLLABORATIVE (KVIC) 
PILOT 

 
We are partnering with KRESA, in a fully virtual program called KVIC.  The one year pilot partnership uses 
Kalamazoo County teachers as instructors.  It offers the Lincoln Learning for Y5-5th Grade and Michigan Virtual 
for 6th-12th Grade students as curricula.  The program is aligned with the Michigan Merit Curriculum. Like our 
other county districts, we will have a small number of PPS teachers trained as instructors in KVIC. More Portage 
Teachers will be trained as mentors. 
 

● Few PPS teachers trained in the pilot program 
● PPS teachers will also be trained as mentors 
● Program is fully virtual and students participate from home for all interactions. 
● Students remain PPS students 
● Students can participate in extracurricular events and athletics 
● Students commit to the program for a minimum of a semester. 
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Michigan Resources 

Michigan Safe Schools Roadmap 
Michigan Start Map 

Kalamazoo County Resources 
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Return to Learn Web Page and FAQ 
Mask Guidance 
Quarantine Room 
Responding to Positive and Presumptive COVID Cases (with KCHD) 
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://www.mistartmap.info/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AIXit8VzNVPEtaKGOjzg5_wzNAZmaNUF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.kresa.org/kvic
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OhzIvS0K5r94gAxZ6Z0JtKQdEEB0petvb19CsF8Q-RY/edit?userstoinvite=msheahan%40portageps.org&ts=5f281a5e

