
Dear PPS Elementary and Middle School Families,

Consistent with our position throughout the summer, Portage Public Schools will immediately
comply with the recent mask mandate issued by the Kalamazoo County Health Department for
all students and staff in grades K-6 grade. In addition, we will extend the mask requirement to
Curious Kids and Young 5 students and staff as well as 7th and 8th grade students and staff
across the District. The reason for expanding the mandate directly relates to our ability to
effectively comply with the order which states:

1. The Educational Institutions shall ensure that children in kindergarten through grade six
consistently and properly wear a facial mask covering both nose and mouth while inside any
enclosed building or structure of the institution.

2. The Educational Institutions shall ensure that all persons, regardless of vaccination status,
providing service to any child in kindergarten through grade six, and all persons providing
service to students identified as medically fragile regardless of age, properly and consistently
wear a facial mask while inside any enclosed building or structure of the institution.

Read the entire Emergency Order including exemptions

Curious Kids, PreK, and Young 5’s programs take place in our elementary schools, so those
students and staff are included.

At the middle schools, the definition of “persons in educational setting” includes older students
who are present in the same building”. This definition extends the mandate to our 7th and 8
graders, and all staff.

The mask mandate applies to all indoor activities. The county’s order will remain in effect until at
least six weeks after the COVID-19 vaccine is authorized for 5 to 11 year olds.

Please watch your email closely for details from your building Principal and staff for more
information about the other layered mitigation measures that are being implemented in your
building as the school year begins. Please click here to see the 2021-2022 School Year
protocols.

Please remember that our goal is to get students back to in-person learning and to minimize the
impact the illness and potential quarantines have on every student’s education.  We ask for your
support  and cooperation as we move forward.

Thank you,

Mark Bielang, Superintendent

https://www.kalcounty.com/hcs/pdf_files/08.18.21%20KCHCS%20Mask%20Order.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_104699---,00.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDAXuwqjvawEFOKmRMO_vnv_6GcDZf85/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDAXuwqjvawEFOKmRMO_vnv_6GcDZf85/view?usp=sharing

